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The Pink Rickshaw; Putting Women in the Driving Seat
)XQGUDLVLQJ�FDPSDLJQ�E\�Zar Aslam
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Description of Proposed Initiative:
2XU�SURSRVDO�LV�WR�ODXQFK�DQ�LQLWLDWLYH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��WLWOHG�³7KH�3LQN�5LFNVKDZ��3XWWLQJ�:RPHQ�LQ�
WKH�'ULYLQJ�6HDW´�
7KH�DLP�LV�WR�HPSRZHU�ZRPHQ�E\�SURYLGLQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�D�PHDQV�RI�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�DQG�D�
potential opportunity to generate revenue/income for their families and to give safe rides to 
other women.
7KH�YLVLELOLW\�RI�³7KH�3LQN�5LFNVKDZ��3XWWLQJ�:RPHQ�LQ�WKH�'ULYLQJ�6HDW´�ZLOO�UHYROXWLRQL]H�KRZ�
ZRPHQ�DUH�SHUFHLYHG�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�VSDFH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��HQFRXUDJLQJ�RWKHU�ZRPHQ�WR�IROORZ�VXLW�
as drivers.
7KXV��WKH�LQLWLDWLYH¶V�HIIHFW�ZLOO�SHUSHWXDWH�D�YLUWXRXV�F\FOH�RI�ZRPHQ�EHFRPLQJ�VHOI�UHOLDQW�
LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�SURGXFWLYH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�VRFLHW\�

Background:
0RVW�PLGGOH�DQG�ORZHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�ZRPHQ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�GHSHQG�RQ�WKHLU�EURWKHUV��IDWKHUV�
DQG�KXVEDQGV�WR�JHW�WR�ZRUN��VFKRRO��KRVSLWDO�UXQV�DQG�IRU�RWKHU�HUUDQGV��3XEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�LV�
RIWHQ�XQDYDLODEOH�RQ�PDQ\�URXWHV��EXW�ZKHUH�LW�LV�DYDLODEOH��ZRPHQ�RIWHQ�IDFH�KDUDVVPHQW�
ZDLWLQJ�RQ�VWUHHW�FRUQHUV�IRU�ULFNVKDZV��DW�EXV�VWRSV�IRU�EXVHV�DQG�RQ�ERDUG�EXVHV��:LWK�
WKH�RZQHUVKLS�DQG�DELOLW\�WR�WUDQVSRUW�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�NLGV��LW�ZLOO�HPSRZHU�WKH�ZRPHQ�
DQG�RSHQ�XS�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�QHZ�SRVVLELOLWLHV�WR�JHQHUDWH�UHYHQXH�IRU�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��7KH\�FDQ�
EHFRPH�ILQDQFLDOO\�LQGHSHQGHQW��SURYLGLQJ�VDIH�ULGHV�IRU�RWKHU�ZRPHQ�
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Douglas Sillett
- How might this webpage both engage readers’ interest in and persuade them to contribute to the ‘Pink Rickshaw’ campaign?
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Challenges:
�� 7KHUH�LV�QR�VSDFH�IRU�ZRPHQ�DV�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHUV��GULYHUV��LQ�WKH�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�LQGXVWU\��

There is only 1 woman taxi driver in the entire country!
• Women are harassed on the streets while waiting for transportation to work or school.
• Many women do not enter the workforce or acquire education for lack of safe 

transportation.
�� 6HPL�SURIHVVLRQDO�ZRPHQ�FDQ�RQO\�ILQG�MREV�ZKLFK�DUH�ZDONLQJ�GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKHLU�KRPHV�
�� )RU�ODFN�RI�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��ZRPHQ�DUH�EDUUHG�IURP�SHUVRQDO�JURZWK�DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�DV�

H[HUFLVH�DQG�FXOWXUDO��HGXFDWLRQDO�DQG�H[WUDFXUULFXODU�HYHQWV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�QRW�GHHPHG�
QHFHVVDU\�E\�WKHLU�PDOH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�

�� /RZ�YLVLELOLW\�RI�HPSRZHUHG�ZRPHQ�IURP�WKH�ORZHU�DQG�PLGGOH�FODVVHV�
�� 0RVW�ZRPHQ�DUH�DW�WKH�PHUF\�RI�WKHLU�PDOH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV¶�ZKLPV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�JHWWLQJ�

transportation to and from work and educational institutions and for this reason are often 
ODWH�RU�DEVHQW�IURP�ZRUN�FODVV�

Opportunities:
:RPHQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI���±���KDYH�LPPHQVH�SRWHQWLDO�EXW�QRW�HQRXJK�WDQJLEOH�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�WDS�LQWR�WKDW�SRWHQWLDO��:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ZKHQ�D�SURMHFW�OLNH�WKLV�LV�LQWURGXFHG�WR�
SRWHQWLDO�EHQHILFLDULHV��WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�D�KXJH�GHPDQG�IURP�ZRPHQ�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�ZKHUHZLWKDO�
WR�VWHS�XS�WR�WKLV�FKDOOHQJH��7KH�HIIHFW�RI�WKLV�YHU\�YLVLEOH�DQG�WDQJLEOH�DFWLYLW\�RI�HPSRZHUHG�
lower-to-middle class women driving Pink Rickshaws on the road will create a desire in other 
ZRPHQ�IURP�WKH�VDPH�VWUDWD��ZKHUH�WKH\�ZLOO�VHH�WKDW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKHP�WR�DOVR�EHFRPH�
LQGHSHQGHQW��PRELOH�	�JHQHUDWH�LQFRPH��7KDW�LW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�

Often it is the power of visualization that drives and motivates people to achieve their goals 
DQG�GUHDPV��,QLWLDOO\�WKLV�FRQFHSW�SURMHFW�ZLOO�FUHDWH�D�ELJ�EX]]�DQG�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�EH�WKH�WDON�
RI�WRZQ��RYHU�WLPH�LW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�PRUH�DFFHSWDEOH�DQG�FRPPRQSODFH�WR�VHH�PRUH�ZRPHQ�RXW�
GULYLQJ�ULFNVKDZV�DQG�HYHQ�SHUKDSV�VFRRWHUV��7KLV�DFWLYLW\�ZLOO�³EUHDN�WKH�LFH´�

DONATE NOW

Logo: with permission from GoGetFunding
Text and photo: used with permission. ‘Pink Rickshaw Initiative - Putting Women in the Driving Seat’
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