
Write a guided literary analysis on one passage only. In your answer you must address both of the 
guiding questions provided.
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Daniel Rooke was quiet, moody, a man of few words. He had no memories other than of being 
an outsider.

At the dame school1�LQ�3RUWVPRXWK�WKH\�WKRXJKW�KLP�VWXSLG��+LV�¿UVW�GD\�WKHUH�ZDV�E\�
FRLQFLGHQFH�KLV�¿IWK�ELUWKGD\��WKH�WKLUG�RI�0DUFK�������+H�WRRN�KLV�SODFH�EHKLQG�WKH�GHVN�ZLWK�KLV�
mother’s breakfast oatmeal cosy in his stomach and his new jacket on, happy to be joining the 
world beyond his home.

0UV�%DUWKRORPHZ�VKRZHG�KLP�D�EDGO\�H[HFXWHG�HQJUDYLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUG�µFDW¶�XQGHUQHDWK��
His mother had taught him his letters and he had been reading for a year. He could not work out 
ZKDW�0UV�%DUWKRORPHZ�ZDQWHG��+H�VDW�DW�KLV�GHVN��PRXWK�RSHQ�

7KDW�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�KH�ZDV�SDGGOHG�ZLWK�0UV�%DUWKRORPHZ¶V�ROG�KDLUEUXVK�IRU�IDLOLQJ�WR�
respond to a question so simple he had not thought to answer it.

He could not become interested in the multiplication tables. While the others chanted 
through them, impatient for the morning break, he was looking under the desk at the notebook 
in which he was collecting his special numbers, the ones that could not be divided by any 
number but themselves and one. Like him, they were solitaries.

:KHQ�0UV�%DUWKRORPHZ�SRXQFHG�RQ�KLP�RQH�GD\�DQG�VHL]HG�WKH�QRWHERRN��KH�ZDV�DIUDLG�
VKH�ZRXOG�WKURZ�LW�LQ�WKH�¿UH�DQG�VPDFN�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�KDLUEUXVK�DJDLQ��6KH�ORRNHG�DW�LW�IRU�D�ORQJ�
time and put it away in her pinny2 pocket.

He wanted to ask for it back. Not for the numbers, they were in his head, but for the 
notebook, too precious to lose.

7KHQ�'U�$GDLU�IURP�WKH�$FDGHP\�FDPH�WR�WKH�KRXVH�LQ�&KXUFK�6WUHHW��5RRNH�FRXOG�QRW�
guess who Dr Adair was, or what he was doing in their parlour3. He only knew that he had 
EHHQ�ZDVKHG�DQG�FRPEHG�IRU�D�YLVLWRU��WKDW�KLV�LQIDQW�VLVWHUV�KDG�EHHQ�VHQW�QH[W�GRRU�WR�WKH�
neighbour woman, and that his mother and father were sitting on the uncomfortable chairs in the 
corner with rigid faces.

'U�$GDLU�OHDQHG�IRUZDUG��'LG�0DVWHU�5RRNH�NQRZ�RI�QXPEHUV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�GLYLGHG�E\�
nothing but themselves and one? Rooke forgot to be in awe. He ran up to his attic room and 
FDPH�EDFN�ZLWK�WKH�JULG�KH�KDG�GUDZQ��WHQ�E\�WHQ��WKH�¿UVW�KXQGUHG�QXPEHUV�ZLWK�WKHVH�VSHFLDO�
RQHV�GRQH�LQ�UHG�LQN��WZR��WKUHH��¿YH�DQG�RQ�WR�QLQHW\�VHYHQ��+H�SRLQWHG��WKHUH�ZDV�D�NLQG�RI�
SDWWHUQ��GR�\RX�VHH��KHUH�DQG�KHUH"�%XW�RQH�KXQGUHG�QXPEHUV�ZDV�QRW�HQRXJK��KH�QHHGHG�D�
bigger sheet of paper so he could make a square twenty or even thirty a side, and then he could 
¿QG�WKH�WUXH�SDWWHUQ��DQG�SHUKDSV�'U�$GDLU�PLJKW�EH�DEOH�WR�SURYLGH�KLP�ZLWK�VXFK�D�VKHHW"

His father by now had the rictus4�RI�D�VPLOH�WKDW�PHDQW�KLV�VRQ�ZDV�H[SRVLQJ�KLV�RGGQHVV�
to a stranger, and his mother was looking down into her lap. Rooke folded the grid and hid it 
under his hand on the table.

%XW�'U�$GDLU�OLIWHG�KLV�¿QJHUV�IURP�WKH�JUXEE\�SDSHU�
µ0D\�,�ERUURZ�WKLV"¶�KH�DVNHG��µ,�ZRXOG�OLNH��LI�,�PD\��WR�VKRZ�LW�WR�D�JHQWOHPDQ�RI�P\�

acquaintance who will be interested that it was created by a boy of seven.’
$IWHU�'U�$GDLU�ZHQW��WKH�QHLJKERXU�ZRPDQ�EURXJKW�KLV�VLVWHUV�EDFN��6KH�LQVSHFWHG�5RRNH�

DQG�VDLG�ORXGO\��DV�LI�KH�ZHUH�GHDI��RU�D�GRJ��µ<HV��KH�ORRNV�FOHYHU��GRQ¶W�KH"¶
Rooke felt the hairs on his head standing up with the heat of his blush. Whether it was 

because he was stupid or clever, it added up to the same thing: the misery of being out of step 
with the world.
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1 dame school: small elementary school, run by a female teacher
2 pinny: pinafore, apron
3 parlour: best room where guests are received
4� ULFWXV��¿[HG�JULPDFH

(a) What do you consider to be the sources of tension in this passage?

(b) %\�ZKDW�PHDQV�LV�WKH�VROLWDULQHVV�RI�WKH�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHU�SUHVHQWHG"
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