
Chapter	1:	A	Death	

“What	have	you	brought	me,	a	wound	or	a	death?”	The	answer	was	short	and	dry.	“A	death.”	
 

Broken April opens as a young man is waiting in the dusk to avenge his older brother's death. He 
adjusts the sights of his weapon, getting ready to kill his family's enemy. The gun barrel sweeps over 
patches of snow - the victim comes into view, carrying a rifle over his shoulder - the killer fires, 
praying silently that his bullet does not simply wound his victim. Under the code, a wound requires 
payment to the victim's family; only death is free of compensation. Luckily for the killer, the bullet 
strikes home. 

Emotionlessly, the killer tells his father that the victim is dead. In Albania, vengeance is a dish best 
eaten cold, without remorse. Members of both families, and all the villagers, are informed that a duty 
has been done. Now, the killer has thirty days in which to hide before he, too, must be hunted down. 
But first the code requires the killer to attend his victim's funeral to show respect. Such is life for 
hundreds of young men and boys on the high plateau of Albania’s northern mountain regions.   

 

Knowledge	Check	
 

Try to answer these questions from memory: 
 

1. Which trees surround the opening scene of 
the novel? 
(a) Dragon fruit. 
(b) Apple. 
(c) Pomegranate. 
(d) Mango. 

2. What is the name of the man who is killed 
in this chapter? 
(a) Zef Kryeqyqe. 
(b) Gjorg Berisha. 
(c) Mark Ukacierra. 
(d) Bessian Vorpsis. 

3. What does bessa mean?                               
(a) A ritual killing. 
(b) A truce. 
(c) A stone dwelling. 
(d) A blood tax. 

4. Why must Gjorg go to the funeral dinner? 
(a) To apologise for the death. 
(b) To honour the dead man’s soul. 
(c) To break bread with the family. 
(d) To sing a funeral song.  

5. For how long will Gjorg be safe from harm, 
according to the rules of the kanun? 
(a) Ten days. 
(b) Twenty days. 
(c) Thirty days. 
(d) Three months. 

6. On which day will the truce end? 
(a) January 17th. 
(b) February 17th. 
(c) March 17th. 
(d) April 17th. 

7. Where must Gjorg go the day after 
tomorrow? 
(a) Tblisi. 
(b) Murrash. 
(c) Prenga. 
(d) Orosh. 

8. How old is Gjorg? 
(a) Twenty-six. 
(b) Twenty-nine. 
(c) Thirty-one. 
(d) Thirty-five. 

9. Why must Gjorg go to Orosh? 
(a) To receive his punishment. 
(b) To escape the village. 
(c) To apply for a job. 
(d) to pay the blood tax. 

10. What was Gjorg’s brother’s name? 
(a) Cen. 
(b) Zef. 
(c) Mehill. 
(d) Ali. 



	

Understanding	and	Interpretation	
 

Skim and scan Chapter 1 to find the necessary information to answer these questions: 

1. What is Gjorg doing when the novel opens? How does he feel about his actions? How do you 
know? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Chapter 1 contains reference to words and concepts in Albanian language. For example, the 
kanun is an ancient code of law which governs the conduct of killing and feuding on the high 
plateau. Find three other words and provide definitions here: 

 

 

 

 

3. How does Gjorg interact with his father throughout this chapter? What are his father’s 
thoughts and concerns? 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe the funeral. How do the mourners act? How does Gjorg feel?  

 

 

 

5. On pages 19 and 20 Gjorg thinks about ‘april’. What are the direction of his thoughts on these 
pages? 
 
 
 

 

6. Explain the significance of the shirt at the end of chapter 1: 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Novel Study: opening chapters 
 
 

The word ‘novel’ is derived from Italian ‘novella’ meaning ‘a tale or piece of news’. The word was 
applied to the novel when it was a new form of writing. The earliest novels were written in Japan in 
the ninth century, but the first novel written in English is thought to be Robinson Crusoe (1719) by 
Daniel Defoe. 
 
It can be daunting at the outset of a novel study. Novels are often more complex than other literary 
forms, and may take longer to read. They are likely to contain more instances of sophisticated 
vocabulary or vocabulary you don’t know. But if the novel is good enough, you will find the struggle 
to master it worthwhile. Once you have read the first chapter or two, and get used to the writer’s style, 
you will find the plot ‘grips’ you and the novel becomes easier to read. 
 
The first few pages of a novel are vitally important. The writer wants to engage our attention so we 
will read on. It is likely that the important characters (especially the narrator or point of view 
character) will be introduced, and some clue will be laid as to the novel’s theme. It is likely that we 
will learn about the setting. Learning to read the opening chapter of a novel artfully can not only set 
you up for the story to come, but it can help you study more efficiently (because you know what to 
look out for), improve your critical thinking (by making and adjusting predictions) and help you with 
analysis skills that are useful for your examinations.  
 
 
Activity 
 
Use this table to make notes about the opening chapter of Broken April. Check that you understand 
the given terminology as you work:  
 

 
Opening Chapter Questions 

and Terminology 

 
Notes on Broken April. 

 
How does the plot begin? 
 

• Chronological  
• In media res 
• Non-

chronological 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is the story going 
to be about? 
 

• Topics 
• Themes 
• Ideas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What is the narrative 
perspective / narrative 
viewpoint? 
 

• First person  
• Third person 

limited 
• Third person 

omniscient 

 

 

 
How is the setting 
introduced? 
 

• Description  
• Personification 
• Pathetic Fallacy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What kinds of conflict 
are apparent? 
 

• Person vs self 
• Person vs 

person 
• Person vs 

environment 
• Person vs 

society 

 

 
How does the opening 
chapter intrigue or 
excite? 
 

• Hook 
• Inciting incident 
• Foreshadowing 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion Point: Learner Profile - Principled 
 
Chapter one presents the killing of Zef from Gjorg’s perspective – and one interesting aspect f the 
killing is how reluctant Gjorg is to go through with the act. In fact, he has already failed to kill Zef 
once before, when he swung his rifle at the last moment and only wounded his target. It is clear that 
Gjorg is far from a cold-blooded killer. He seems to be what the IB Student Learner Profile calls: 
principled. 
 
Discuss Gjorg’s thoughts and feelings versus his actions in this chapter. What evidence exists to 
suggest Gjorg doesn’t really want to kill Zef? What evidence is there to suggest he is, deep down, a 
principled character? What pressures and obligations are acting upon Gjorg as the novel opens? In 
the end, why doesn’t he uphold his principles? 

 
 

Novel Study: Reader Response 
 
In chapter 1, Gjorg is obligated by the customary law of his community to take the life of another man 
as an act of revenge. We discover that the blood feud between Gjorg’s family (the Berishas) and the 
Kryeqyqe family has resulted in many such killings over the years. 
 
In reading this chapter, we are (probably) presented with a situation far outside the permitted scope of 
action in our own cultures and time period. We may have various responses to Gjorg’s killing of 
another man, as well as to his thoughts, feelings and behaviour after the event. These natural reactions 
are important, as they will inform your response to the text. 

Activity 
 
Create a graphic organizer in your journal to represent the responses different readers might have to 
what you read in chapter one. One reader is yourself, most probably positioned outside Gjorg’s 
culture; imagine the other reader is positioned on the inside of this culture. 
 
Here is an example of the kind of work you might produce. Can you find four or five different 
incidents and consider them in the same way? 
 
 

Reader A Incident X Reader B 
  

 
 
Gjorg seems stunned 
after the event; he can’t 
remember turning over 
the body and he doesn’t 
notice his father putting 
on his shoes. 

 

 

 

Gjorg acted honourably. He turned over the body according to the code. He might be blood-sick; there’s a simple remedy for this.”  

‘No wonder Gjorg is 

stunned – he just killed a 

man. He’s having a natural 

human reaction. Maybe he 

feels guilty about what he 

has done. He might be in 
shock.’ 


