
 
UK weather: snow and ice warnings cause travel 

disruption 
 

Dozens take shelter in school overnight after becoming stranded on A30 as 
bitterly cold temperatures return 
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 A woman walks through the snow in the village of Marsden, east of Manchester.  
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Britain faced further travel disruption on Monday as the “mini beast from the 
east” brought snow and ice to large areas of the UK overnight. 

Parts of Devon and south-west England were expected to bear the brunt of the 
freeze on Monday, with up to 30cm of snow in some parts of the region 
compared with up to 10cm for the rest of Britain. 

Highways England closed the A30 in both directions between junction 31 of 
the M5 and the A38 in Bodmin due to what police described as conditions 
“changing rapidly from passable to impossible”. 

Eighty-two people were forced to take shelter in a school after becoming stuck 
on a 64-mile stretch of the A30. They were moved to a rest centre at 
Okehampton College at the north side of Dartmoor. 

Meanwhile Devon County Council confirmed the closure of dozens of schools 
on Monday, while train services were also said to be affected. 

It comes after hundreds of flights were cancelled and sports events called off 
as plummeting temperatures cast a blanket of snow across the UK on Sunday, 
with further “disruptive snowfall” overnight. 



Mark Wilson, a Met Office meteorologist, said: “It’s going to be a very, very 
cold start, with a widespread frost and ice around as well.” 

The Highways Agency urged motorists everywhere to drive with caution on 
Monday and pack snow kits of blankets, food, water and a shovel in areas of 
heavy snowfall. 

In Cornwall, an Asda manager said some stores were running low on bread 
and milk as customers were panic-buying after the original “beast from the 
east” saw shelves being cleared of groceries earlier this month. 

In Cumbria, mountain rescue teams were called to help 15 people stuck in a 
cafe near Kirkby Stephen while an ambulance crew struggled to reach patients 
in Langdale, a valley in the heart of the Lake District national park. 

The weather brought traffic to a standstill on some of the country’s busiest 
roads on Sunday, including the M62 in Yorkshire. 

 
 

A stranded coach on Blackstone Edge near Littleborough in  
Greater Manchester. Photograph: Danny Lawson/PA 

One resident, Stephen Chadwick, described how a cliff gave way. Speaking to 
BBC News, he said: “I woke up this morning, had a cup of coffee at 7.30 ... it 
was like an earthquake and the cliff just went.” 

- Taken from theguardianonline, published by The Guardian Newspaper (2018) 
-  

 
- How do the formal and stylistic features of this text create particular 

effects? 


