
The	Merchant	of	Venice:	Act	3	Scene	1	
 

Solanio and Salerio meet again in the Venetian streets to gossip. Salerio sadly reports that the news of 
what is potentially Antonio's ship getting wrecked in the narrow seas between England and France has 
yet to be denied.  When Shylock enters and laments that his own flesh and blood, Jessica, has deserted 
him, the other two men are less than sensitive. Talk turns to the fate of Antonio's ships, and Shylock 
keeps reiterating that Antonio needs to "look to his bond," suggesting that he has no plans to be 
merciful if Antonio forfeits.  

Shylock makes an illuminating speech which takes a dark turn, culminating in a vow of revenge. 
Jews, being wronged, will seek revenge just as Christians do. If anything, Shylock has learned this 
example of revenge-taking from the Christians themselves. "The villainy you teach me, I will 
execute," he says. 

 

Knowledge	Check	
 

Try to answer these questions from memory: 

1. Where have some of Antonio's ships 
sunk? 
(a) The straits of Gibraltar. 
(b) In the Parisian harbor. 
(c) Off the coast of Africa. 
(d) The English Channel. 

2. What does Shylock accuse Solanio and 
Salarino of? 
(a) Tipping off Bassanio to sail in haste. 
(b) Helping Jessica escape. 
(c) Distracting him on his way home from 
dinner with Bassanio. 
(d) Stealing his money. 

3. How does Shylock plan to use the 
pound of flesh he will get from Antonio? 
(a) Fish bait. 
(b) Horsefeed. 
(c) A trophy. 
(d) Garden fertilizer. 

4. What did Jessica do with her mother's 
ring? 
(a) Gave it to Antonio. 
(b) Left it with her note to her father. 
(c) Stole it for her own wedding ring. 
(d) Sold it for money. 

5. How much money did Jessica spend in 
one night? 
(a) 800 ducats. 
(b) 8 ducats. 
(c) 80 ducats. 
(d) 8000 ducats. 

6. What does Shylock say will happen to 
Jessica due to her betrayal? 
(a) She will be dishonored by the 
synogogue. 
(b) She is disowned. 
(c) She will be stripped of her title and her 
inheritance. 
(d) She will be sent to hell. 

7. Where does this scene take place? 
(a) In a pubilc place. 
(b) On the Rialto. 
(c) Outside Shylock’s home. 
(d) Belmont. 

8. Which other Jewish character enters 
the scene? 
(a) Jessica. 
(b) Leah. 
(c) Tubal. 
(d) Jacob. 



	

Understanding	and	Interpretation	
 

These questions require a little more thought. Skim and scan to find the relevant information, and try to 
express your ideas in short answers. 

1. What news is being discussed at the start of the scene? What is significant about the way this 
news is being relayed? 

 

 

• Significance: 
 
 

2. In what ways does Shylock’s ‘Hath not a Jew eyes’ speech change? Is there a turning point? 

 

 

 

• Significance:   

 

3. What is your impression of Shylock after he leaves the scene? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Significance: 

 

4. What is the on-stage response to Shylock’s impassioned speech? 

 

 

 

• Significance: 

 

5. How does the scene end? 

 

 

 

• Significance:  

 

 



 

 

Discussion Point: anti-Semitism 
 

The Merchant of Venice has a reputation as a 'problem play', the problem being it seems to 
fall back on stereotypes of Jewish people in order to satisfy the expectation of a 17th century 
audience. As a Jew, Shylock would have been an archetypal villain, incapable of human 
emotion such as pity, mercy or kindness. Does this mean that Shakespeare’s play is anti-
Semitic – or is he simply showing us what people believed at the time? 
 
Note down your ideas: 

 

	
 

 

 

Important Theme: elopement and abandonment 
 

The Merchant of Venice is a purposely symmetrical play. Almost all the characters have a 
partner in love: Bassanio and Portia; Lorenzo and Jessica; Gratiano and Nerissa. Other 
characters have friends and constant companions: Portia and Nerissa; Salanio and Salarino; 
Antonio and Bassanio. When Jessica elopes with Lorenzo, she not only helps herself to 
Shylock's gold, but she also steals a turquoise ring. We learn that the ring was given to 
Shylock by his dead wife, Leah (Jessica's mother).  
 
So now, Shylock is one of the only characters who does not have a companion or partner. 
Earlier in the play, Bassanio aroused Shylock’s ire by taking Lancelot, his manservant, away 
from him. This fits into a pattern of abandonment (Leah, Lancelot, Jessica) that will leave 
Shylock as an isolated and lonely figure at the end of the play. In this way, Shylock has more 
in common with Antonio than he might care to admit. Antonio’s mysterious sadness began 
with Bassanio’s wooing of Portia – meaning Antonio will ‘lose’ his best friend. 
 
Find four lines in the play that reveal some of the issues surrounding parting, leaving or 
eloping: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Quotation Bank 

If you only remember three lines, remember these… 

 
SALARINO 
There is more difference between 
thy flesh and hers than between 
jet and ivory; more between your 
bloods than there is between red 
wine and Rhenish. (3.1.34-35) 
 

 
This line is important because of what comes after – here 
Salarino contrasts, in the form of binary oppositions, 
(black/white, red wine/white wine) to assert an essential 
difference between Jessica and Shylock. Now she has 
converted to Christianity, she has lost all connection with her 
father in the eye of Salarino and all his friends.  
 

 
SHYLOCK 
Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a 
Jew hands, organs, dimensions, 
senses, affections, passions? Fed 
with the same food, hurt with the 
same weapons… warmed and 
cooled by the same winter and 
summer as a Christian is? (3.1.53-
57 
 

 
Here Shylock asserts that all people, Christian and Jew alike, 
share a common humanity. His argument is both logical and 
passionate, suffused with rhetorical devices designed to 
impact the listener and move the audience. It is this speech 
which is often quoted when people mention this play, or 
discuss whether the text itself is anti-Semitic, or whether the 
play simply holds up a mirror to the culture and values of the 
time.  
 

 
SHYLOCK 
Out upon her! Thou torturest me, 
Tubal: it was my turquoise. I had 
it of Leah when I was a bachelor. 
I would not have given it for a 
wilderness of monkeys.  (3.1.107-
109) 
 

 
Of all Shylock’s lines, this one provokes most sympathy for his 
character, as it cracks the façade of the moneylender who is 
only interested in profits. The reference to his wife shouldn’t 
surprise (he has a daughter after all!), but it does. Perhaps it’s 
because he names her in such a tender tone of voice. Perhaps 
it’s the emotive word, ’torture,’ reminding us of the common 
humanity he asserted in the previous speech. Perhaps it’s the 
word ‘wilderness,’ used here as a collective noun for ‘group,’ 
but echoing the empty desolation of a father who has lost, 
wife, daughter and now an item more precious than gold. 
 

 
Based on your own reading of Act 3, Scene 1 and / or your classroom discussion, add two more 
memorable lines to this table, and provide analysis comments for each:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


