
	

The	Merchant	of	Venice:	Act	2	Scenes	4	-	6	
 

In front of Shylock's house, Shylock chats with Lancelot, who's just brought him the dinner invitation 
from Bassanio. Shylock tells Jessica that she'll have to look after the house. He says he fears 
something bad is about to happen, since he dreamed about money bags, and warns Jessica not to put 
her head outside the window. Shylock especially doesn't want any sounds of music coming through 
the windows. Again reminding Jessica to lock up the doors and stay inside, Shylock exits. Alone at 
Shylock's house, Jessica declares she will soon be rid of her father and he rid of a daughter. 

In the next scene Graziano and Salerio wait outside Shylock's house for Lorenzo to show up. 
Graziano notes that he should be early, since he is moved by love, which makes time run 
fast. Graziano then quips, through the metaphor of a ship going to sea and returning that love is rough 
and things between Jessica and Lorenzo will probably end badly. When Lorenzo enters Jessica comes 
out with some gold and jewels she stole from her father and they leave together.  

 

Knowledge	Check	
 

Try to answer these questions from memory: 

1. What do Lorenzo and his friends lack for 
the upcoming masquerade? 
(a) Partners. 
(b) Torchbearers. 
(c) Tickets. 
(d) Masks. 

2. Who wants to dine with Shylock the 
evening of the Masquerade? 
(a) Bassanio. 
(b) Antonio. 
(c) Lorenzo. 
(d) Gratiano. 

3. Why has Shylock chosen to dine where he 
is on the night of the masquerade? 
(a) To avoid the noise of the celebration. 
(b) To take comfort with friends. 
(c) To keep an eye on his competition. 
(d) To spite Bassanio. 

4. What does Shylock tell Jessica to do while 
he is dining on the night of the masquerade? 
(a) Serve him well. 
(b) Lock the doors and windows. 
(c) Go to bed early. 
(d) Attend with him. 

5. What does Shylock tell his daughter not to 
do on the night of the masquerade? 
(a) Have visitors. 
(b) Attend the ball. 
(c) Worry about him. 
(d) Look out the window. 

6. What new reason does Shylock have to 
hate Bassanio on the night of the 
masquerade? 
(a) Jessica wants to marry him. 
(b) Launcelot is working for him now. 
(c) He is not able to repay the loan he took 
out. 
(d) He has been heard saying rude things 
about Shylock. 

7. What is Jessica so annoyed about when 
she arrives at the masquerade? 
(a) She is not yet married. 
(b) She is not disguised enough to fool her 
father. 
(c) She could not find her father's cash box. 
(d) She is dressed as a boy. 

8. Why does Gratiano not attend the 
masquerade? 
(a) He falls suddenly ill. 
(b) He is summoned to help Antonio. 
(c) Bassanio sets sail when the wind changes. 
(d) He does not want to be seen with Jessica. 



	
 

Understanding	and	Interpretation	
 

These questions require a little more thought. Skim and scan to find the relevant information, and try to 
express your ideas in short answers. 

1. ‘Despite his clowning nature, Lancelot is crucial to the themes and action of the play.’ Is this 
statement true? 

 

 

• Significance: 
 
 

2. Examine the presentation of Shylock in these scenes: is there a basis for the other 
characters’ judgments of him? 

 

 

• Significance:   

 

3. What does Lorenzo say about Jessica? Why does he want to help her? Do you think he is 
really in love with her? 
 

 

 
• Significance: 

 

4. What does Jessica say and do in these scenes? How do you feel about what she is doing? 

 

 

• Significance: 

 

5. How does Act 2 Scene 6 end? 

 

 

 

• Significance:  

 
 



 

 

Discussion Point: love and marriage 
 

‘Marriage is not a romantic prospect in the play, and none of the men or women seem under the 
illusion that it is. All of the marriages and romantic partnerships in the play exist for the sake of 
convenience or necessity.’ 

Discuss this statement based on your reading of the play so far. Note your ideas here: 

 

	
 

 

 

Important Symbolism: Music 
 

In Belmont, when Jessica and Lorenzo are hanging out at 
Portia's house, musicians play and Jessica says that "sweet 
music" always makes her sad. Jessica grew up in a house where 
there was no music. In this scene, Shylock orders Jessica to shut 
up all the windows and doors so the music from the street 
wouldn't make its way in: "Hear you me, Jessica, / Lock up my 
doors; and when you hear the drum [...] stop my house's ears" 
(2.5.29-30; 35). 

So when Lorenzo later (in Act 5) declares that "The man that 
hath no music in himself, / Nor is not moved with concord of 

sweet sounds, / Is fit for treasons, stratagems and spoils" (5.1.92-94), it seems like an obvious 
reference to Shylock. Therefore, in the play as a whole, music is associated with the 
‘civilized’ Christian characters while Shylock is repeatedly characterized as a ‘savage’ Jew.  

Find quotations that reveal the associations and symbolism of music in the play:  

 

 
"Hear you me, Jessica, Lock up my doors; 
and when you hear the drum [...] stop my 
house's ears" (2.5.29-30; 35). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Quotation Bank 

If you only remember three lines, remember these… 

 
SHYLOCK 
But yet I’ll go in hate to 
feed upon 
The prodigal Christian.  
(2.5.14-15) 
 

 
Up until this point in the play, the audience has heard a lot about 
Shylock’s villainous character, but most of this has been second 
hand information, related to us by Christian characters in the play. 
Importantly, this scene is set inside Shylock’s house, and we hear his 
words directly. The figurative word ‘feed’ in this line creates an 
extremely sinister feeling, having associations of consumption, 
predation and devouring. ‘Prodigal’ means ‘wasteful’, and it is with 
some glee that Shylock anticipates beating his Christian rivals in a 
business matter. Is his professional pride stronger than his religious 
devotion?  
 

 
JESSICA 
Farewell, and if my fortune 
be not cross’d, 
I have a father, you a 
daughter, lost. (2.5.54-55) 
 

 
Given that Jessica is about to marry Lorenzo, you might think it 
strange that she is more fixated on Shylock than her husband to-be. 
Her motivations for marrying Lorenzo appear to be more than just 
love. This relates back to ‘choice’ – is Jessica exercising a choice here 
or is Lorenzo just a convenient way to escape her father? The 
rhyming couplet emphasises the finality of her decision, as if it is a 
conclusion that cannot now be undone. Words like farewell and lost 
are poignant in feel; this is emphasised by the alliterative ‘F’ sounds 
which are frail and regretful, hinting at the shame Jessica feels at 
hating her own father. 
 

 
LORENZO 
Beshrew me but I love her 
heartily, 
For she is wise, if I can judge of 
her, 
And fair she is, if that mine eyes 
be true, 
And true she is, as she hath 
proved herself. 
And therefore, like herself, wise, 
fair and true, 
Shall she be placèd in my 
constant soul. (2.6.53-59) 
 

 
From the sounds of things Lorenzo really loves Jessica! But look 
more closely and you can’t help but see that he is also making a 
handsome profit from the marriage. The sequence of three 
reasons he gives for his love mirror Bassanio’s valuation of Portia 
from Act 1. Furthermore, one can’t but help being aware of the 
irony of his statement that she will be ‘true’ or honest, given we 
have just seen her throw him a casket of jewels, brag about 
stealing gold – and going back to ‘gild’ herself with more!  
 

 
Based on your own reading of Act 2, Scenes 4 - 6 and / or your classroom discussion, add 
another memorable line to this table, and provide an analysis comment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


