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Contextual Information / Timeline  
 

• 1988: Obama is a summer associate at the Chicago law firm Sidley & 
Austin. 

• 1992: Obama graduates from Harvard and returns to Chicago. 
• 1995: In July, Obama—at age 34—publishes his first memoir, Dreams 

From My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance. In August, Obama files 
paperwork to run for incumbent Alice Palmer's Illinois Senate seat. 

• 1996: In January, Obama has his four competitor petitions invalidated; he 
emerges as the only candidate. In November, he is elected to the Illinois 
Senate, which is controlled by Republicans. 

• 1999: Obama begins running for Congress. 
• 2000: Obama loses his challenge for the congressional seat held by Rep. 

Bobby Rush. 
• 2002: In November, Democrats usurp Republican control of the Illinois 

Senate. 
• 2003–04: Obama amasses his legislative record and serves as chair of the 

Health and Human Services Committee. 
• 2003: Obama begins running for U.S. Senate; the leading Democratic 

candidate withdraws in 2004 due to a sex scandal. David Axelrod begins 
having camera crews video virtually everything Obama does in public. He 
uses this footage to create a five-minute online video for the Jan. 16, 2007, 
announcement that Obama is running for president. 

• 2004: In March, Obama wins the primary with 52% of the vote. In June, 
his Republican opponent Jack Ryan withdraws due to a sex scandal. He 
delivers the Democratic National Convention address in July 2004, and in 
November he is elected to the U.S. Senate with 70% of the vote. 

• 2005: Obama files paperwork for his leadership PAC, The Hope Fund, in 
January. Shortly after his election to the U.S. Senate, he delivers a well-



received address arguing faith should have a greater role in public 
discourse. 

• 2006: Obama writes and publishes his book The Audacity of Hope. In 
October, he announces he is considering a run for the presidency of the 
United States. 

• 2007: In February, Obama announces his candidacy for U.S. president.  
• 2008: In June, he becomes the Democratic Party's presumptive nominee. 

In November, he defeats Republican presidential nominee John McCain to 
become the first African-American president of the United States of 
America and the 44th president of the country. 

• 2009: Obama is inaugurated in January. In his first 100 days in office, he 
expands health care insurance for children and provides legal protection 
for women seeking equal pay. He gets Congress to pass a $787 billion 
stimulus bill to promote short-term economic growth, and he also cuts 
taxes for working families, small businesses and first-time home buyers. 
He loosens the ban on embryonic stem cell research and improves relations 
with Europe, China, Cuba, and Venezuela. The president is awarded 
the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts. 

• 2010: Obama delivers his first State of the Union speech in January. In 
March, he signs his health care reform plan, known as the Affordable Care 
Act, into law. Opponents of the act claim that it violates the U.S. 
Constitution. In August, announces the partial withdrawal of troops from 
Iraq, declaring an end to America's combat mission. The full withdrawal 
will be completed the next year. 

• 2011: Obama signs the Budget Control Act to rein in government 
spending. He also signs a repeal of the military policy known as Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell, which prevents openly gay troops from serving in U.S. Armed 
Forces. In May, he green lights a covert operation in Pakistan that leads to 



the killing of al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden by a team of U.S. Navy 
SEALs. 

• 2012: Obama begins running for his second term, and in November, he 
wins with nearly 5 million more votes than Republican Mitt Romney. 

• 2013: Obama gets a legislative victory with a bipartisan agreement on tax 
increases and spending cuts, which is a step toward keeping his reelection 
promise of reducing the federal deficit by raising taxes on the wealthy. In 
June, his approval ratings tank because of an alleged cover-up of events in 
Benghazi, Libya, that left U.S. Ambassador Christopher Stevens and two 
other Americans dead; because of allegations that the IRS is targeting 
conservative political organizations seeking tax-exempt status; and due to 
revelations about the U.S. National Security Agency's surveillance 
program. The Obama administration struggles with many domestic and 
international problems. 

• 2014: Obama orders sanctions on Russia because of its annexation of 
Crimea. House Speaker John Boehner sues the president, claiming he has 
overstepped his executive powers regarding some parts of the Affordable 
Care Act. Republicans gain control of the Senate, and now Obama has to 
contend with the fact that Republicans control both houses of Congress 
during the final two years of his second term. 

• 2015: At his second State of the Union address, he claims that the United 
States is out of the recession. With Democrats outnumbered, he threatens 
to use his executive powers to stave off any potential Republican 
interference in his agenda. Obama has two major Supreme Court victories 
in this year: The Affordable Care Act's tax subsidies are upheld, and same-
sex marriage becomes legal nationwide. Also, Obama and the five world 
powers (China, France, Germany, Russia, and the United Kingdom) reach 
a historic nuclear deal with Iran. And Obama launches his Clean Power 
Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and emissions. 



• 2016: In his final year in office, Obama tackles gun control but is met with 
strong opposition from both parties. He delivers his final State of the 
Union address on January 12, 2016. In March, he becomes the first sitting 
U.S. president since 1928 to visit Cuba. 

• 2017: Obama delivers his farewell address in January in Chicago. During 
his last day in office on January 19 he announces that he will commute the 
sentences of 330 nonviolent drug offenders. Also in his final days, 
Obama presents Vice President Joe Biden with the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom with Distinction. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Remarks by the First Lady at Tuskegee 
University Commencement Address 

Tuskegee University, Tuskegee Alabama  

May 09, 2015  

MRS. OBAMA: Thank you all. (Applause.) Thank you so much. (Applause.) Let’s let our 
graduates rest themselves. You’ve worked hard for those seats! (Applause.)  

Let me start by thanking President Johnson for that very gracious introduction, and for 
awarding me with this honorary degree from an extraordinary institution. I am proud to 
have this degree -- very proud. (Applause.) Thank you. Thank you so much. (Applause.)  

I want to recognize Major General Williams; Congresswoman Sewell; Zachary; Kalauna; 
to all of the trustees, the faculty, the staff here at Tuskegee University. Thank you -- 
thank you so much for this warm welcome, this tremendous hospitality. And I'm so 
glad to be here. (Applause.)  

Before I begin, I just want to say that my heart goes out to everyone who knew and 
loved Eric Marks, Jr. I understand he was such a talented young man, a promising 
aerospace engineer who was well on his way to achieving his dream of following in the 
footsteps of the Tuskegee Airmen. And Eric was taken from us far too soon. And our 
thoughts and prayers will continue to be with his family, his friends, and this entire 
community. (Applause.)  

I also have to recognize the Concert Choir. Wow, you guys are good! Well done! 
(Applause.) Beautiful song. (Applause.) And I have to join in recognizing all the folks up 
in the stands -- the parents, siblings, friends -- (applause) -- so many others who have 
poured their love and support into these graduates every step of the way. Yeah, this is 
your day. (Applause.) Your day. (Applause.)  

Now, on this day before Mother’s Day, I’ve got to give a special shout-out to all the 
moms here. (Applause.) Yay, moms! And I want you to consider this as a public service 
announcement for anyone who hasn’t bought the flowers or the cards or the gifts yet -- 
all right? I’m trying to cover you. (Laughter.) But remember that one rule is “keep mom 
happy.” (Laughter.) All right? (Applause.)  

And finally, most of all, I want to congratulate the men and women of the Tuskegee 
University Class of 2015! (Applause.) T-U!  

AUDIENCE: You know!  



MRS. OBAMA: I love that. (Applause.) We can do that all day. (Laughter.) I'm so proud 
of you all. And you look good. (Applause.) Well done!  

You all have come here from all across the country to study, to learn, maybe have a 
little fun along the way -- from freshman year in Adams or Younge Hall - - (applause) -- 
to those late night food runs to The Coop. (Applause.) I did my research. (Applause.) To 
those mornings you woke up early to get a spot under The Shed to watch the Golden 
Tigers play. (Applause.) Yeah! I've been watching! (Laughter.) At the White House we 
have all kinds of ways. (Laughter.)  

And whether you played sports yourself, or sang in the choir, or played in the band, or 
joined a fraternity or sorority -- after today, all of you will take your spot in the long line 
of men and women who have come here and distinguished themselves and this 
university.  

You will follow alums like many of your parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles -- 
leaders like Robert Robinson Taylor, a groundbreaking architect and administrator here 
who was recently honored on a postage 
stamp. (Applause.) You will follow heroes like Dr. Boynton Robinson -- (applause) -- 
who survived the billy clubs and the tear gas of Bloody Sunday in Selma. The story of 
Tuskegee is full of stories like theirs -- men and women who came to this city, seized 
their own futures, and wound up shaping the arc of history for African Americans and 
all Americans.  

And I’d like to begin today by reflecting on that history -- starting back at the time 
when the Army chose Tuskegee as the site of its airfield and flight school for black 
pilots. (Applause.)  

Back then, black soldiers faced all kinds of obstacles. There were the so- called 
scientific studies that said that black men’s brains were smaller than white men’s. 
Official Army reports stated that black soldiers were “childlike,” “shiftless,” “unmoral 
and untruthful,” and as one quote stated, “if fed, loyal and compliant.”  

So while the Airmen selected for this program were actually highly educated -- many 
already had college degrees and pilots licenses -- they were presumed to be inferior. 
During training, they were often assigned to menial tasks like housekeeping or 
landscaping. Many suffered verbal abuse at the hands of their instructors. When they 
ventured off base, the white sheriff here in town called them “boy” and ticketed them 
for the most minor offenses. And when they finally deployed overseas, white soldiers 
often wouldn’t even return their salutes.  

Just think about what that must have been like for those young men. Here they were, 
trained to operate some of the most complicated, high-tech machines of their day -- 
flying at hundreds of miles an hour, with the tips of their wings just six inches apart. Yet 



when they hit the ground, folks treated them like they were nobody -- as if their very 
existence meant nothing.  

Now, those Airmen could easily have let that experience clip their wings. But as you all 
know, instead of being defined by the discrimination and the doubts of those around 
them, they became one of the most successful pursuit squadrons in our military. 
(Applause.) They went on to show the world that if black folks and white folks could 
fight together, and fly together, then surely -- surely -- they could eat at a lunch counter 
together. Surely their kids could go to school together. (Applause.)  

You see, those Airmen always understood that they had a “double duty” -- one to their 
country and another to all the black folks who were counting on them to pave the way 
forward. (Applause.) So for those Airmen, the act of flying itself was a symbol of 
liberation for themselves and for all African Americans.  

One of those first pilots, a man named Charles DeBow, put it this way. He said that a 
takeoff was -- in his words -- “a never-failing miracle” where all “the bumps would 
smooth off... [you’re] in the air... out of this world... free.”  

And when he was up in the sky, Charles sometimes looked down to see black folks out 
in the cotton fields not far from here -- the same fields where decades before, their 
ancestors as slaves. And he knew that he was taking to the skies for them -- to give 
them and their children something more to hope for, something to aspire to.  

And in so many ways, that never-failing miracle -- the constant work to rise above the 
bumps in our path to greater freedom for our brothers and sisters -- that has always 
been the story of African Americans here at Tuskegee. (Applause.)  

Just think about the arc of this university’s history. Back in the late 1800s, the school 
needed a new dormitory, but there was no money to pay for it. So Booker T. 
Washington pawned his pocket watch to buy a kiln, and students used their bare 
hands to make bricks to build that dorm -- and a few other buildings along the way. 
(Applause.)  

A few years later, when George Washington Carver first came here for his research, 
there was no laboratory. So he dug through trash piles and collected old bottles, and 
tea cups, and fruit jars to use in his first experiments.  

Generation after generation, students here have shown that same grit, that same 
resilience to soar past obstacles and outrages -- past the threat of countryside 
lynchings; past the humiliation of Jim Crow; past the turmoil of the Civil Rights era. And 
then they went on to become scientists, engineers, nurses and teachers in 
communities all across the country -- and continued to lift others up along the way. 
(Applause.)  



And while the history of this campus isn’t perfect, the defining story of Tuskegee is the 
story of rising hopes and fortunes for all African Americans.  

And now, graduates, it’s your turn to take up that cause. And let me tell you, you 
should feel so proud of making it to this day. And I hope that you’re excited to get 
started on that next chapter. But I also imagine that you might think about all that 
history, all those heroes who came before you -- you might also feel a little pressure, 
you know -- pressure to live up to the legacy of those who came before you; pressure 
to meet the expectations of others.  

And believe me, I understand that kind of pressure. (Applause.) I’ve experienced a little 
bit of it myself. You see, graduates, I didn’t start out as the fully-formed First Lady who 
stands before you today. No, no, I had my share of bumps along the way.  

Back when my husband first started campaigning for President, folks had all sorts of 
questions of me: What kind of First Lady would I be? What kinds of issues would I take 
on? Would I be more like Laura Bush, or Hillary Clinton, or Nancy Reagan? And the 
truth is, those same questions would have been posed to any candidate’s spouse. 
That’s just the way the process works. But, as potentially the first African American 
First Lady, I was also the focus of another set of questions and speculations; 
conversations sometimes rooted in the fears and misperceptions of others. Was I too 
loud, or too angry, or too emasculating? (Applause.) Or was I too soft, too much of a 
mom, not enough of a career woman?  

Then there was the first time I was on a magazine cover -- it was a cartoon drawing of 
me with a huge afro and machine gun. Now, yeah, it was satire, but if I’m really being 
honest, it knocked me back a bit. It made me wonder, just how are people seeing me.  

Or you might remember the on-stage celebratory fist bump between me and my 
husband after a primary win that was referred to as a “terrorist fist jab.” And over the 
years, folks have used plenty of interesting words to describe me. One said I exhibited 
“a little bit of uppity-ism.“ Another noted that I was one of my husband’s “cronies of 
color.” Cable news once charmingly referred to me as “Obama’s Baby Mama.”  

And of course, Barack has endured his fair share of insults and slights. Even today, 
there are still folks questioning his citizenship.  

And all of this used to really get to me. Back in those days, I had a lot of sleepless 
nights, worrying about what people thought of me, wondering if I might be hurting my 
husband’s chances of winning his election, fearing how my girls would feel if they 
found out what some people were saying about their mom.  

But eventually, I realized that if I wanted to keep my sanity and not let others define 
me, there was only one thing I could do, and that was to have faith in God’s plan for 



me. (Applause.) I had to ignore all of the noise and be true to myself -- and the rest 
would work itself out. (Applause.)  

So throughout this journey, I have learned to block everything out and focus on my 
truth. I had to answer some basic questions for myself: Who am I? No, really, who am 
I? What do I care about?  

And the answers to those questions have resulted in the woman who stands before 
you today. (Applause.) A woman who is, first and foremost, a mom. (Applause.) Look, I 
love our daughters more than anything in the world, more than life itself. And while that 
may not be the first thing that some folks want to hear from an Ivy-league educated 
lawyer, it is truly who I am. (Applause.) So for me, being Mom-in-Chief is, and always 
will be, job number one.  

Next, I’ve always felt a deep sense of obligation to make the biggest impact possible 
with this incredible platform. So I took on issues that were personal to me -- issues like 
helping families raise healthier kids, honoring the incredible military families I’d met on 
the campaign trail, inspiring our young people to value their education and finish 
college. (Applause.)  

Now, some folks criticized my choices for not being bold enough. But these were my 
choices, my issues. And I decided to tackle them in the way that felt most authentic to 
me -- in a way that was both substantive and strategic, but also fun and, hopefully, 
inspiring.  

So I immersed myself in the policy details. I worked with Congress on legislation, gave 
speeches to CEOs, military generals and Hollywood executives. But I also worked to 
ensure that my efforts would resonate with kids and families -- and that meant doing 
things in a creative and unconventional way. So, yeah, I planted a garden, and hula-
hooped on the White House Lawn with kids. I did some Mom Dancing on TV. I 
celebrated military kids with Kermit the Frog. I asked folks across the country to wear 
their alma mater’s T-shirts for College Signing Day.  

And at the end of the day, by staying true to the me I’ve always known, I found that this 
journey has been incredibly freeing. Because no matter what happened, I had the 
peace of mind of knowing that all of the chatter, the name calling, the doubting -- all of 
it was just noise. (Applause.) It did not define me. It didn’t change who I was. And most 
importantly, it couldn’t hold me back. I have learned that as long as I hold fast to my 
beliefs and values -- and follow my own moral compass -- then the only expectations I 
need to live up to are my own.  

So, graduates, that’s what I want for all of you. I want you all to stay true to the most 
real, most sincere, most authentic parts of yourselves. I want you to ask those basic 
questions: Who do you want to be? What inspires you? How do you want to give 



back? And then I want you to take a deep breath and trust yourselves to chart your 
own course and make your mark on the world.  

Maybe it feels like you’re supposed to go to law school -- but what you really want to 
do is to teach little kids. Maybe your parents are expecting you to come back home 
after you graduate -- but you’re feeling a pull to travel the world. I want you to listen to 
those thoughts. I want you to act with both your mind, but also your heart. And no 
matter what path you choose, I want you to make sure it’s you choosing it, and not 
someone else. (Applause.)  

Because here’s the thing -- the road ahead is not going to be easy. It never is, 
especially for folks like you and me. Because while we’ve come so far, the truth is that 
those age-old problems are stubborn and they haven’t fully gone away. So there will 
be times, just like for those Airmen, when you feel like folks look right past you, or they 
see just a fraction of who you really are.  

The world won’t always see you in those caps and gowns. They won’t know how hard 
you worked and how much you sacrificed to make it to this day -- the countless hours 
you spent studying to get this diploma, the multiple jobs you worked to pay for school, 
the times you had to drive home and take care of your grandma, the evenings you gave 
up to volunteer at a food bank or organize a campus fundraiser. They don't know that 
part of you.  

Instead they will make assumptions about who they think you are based on their 
limited notion of the world. And my husband and I know how frustrating that 
experience can be. We’ve both felt the sting of those daily slights throughout our entire 
lives -- the folks who crossed the street in fear of their safety; the clerks who kept a 
close eye on us in all those department stores; the people at formal events who 
assumed we were the “help” -- and those who have questioned our intelligence, our 
honesty, even our love of this country.  

And I know that these little indignities are obviously nothing compared to what folks 
across the country are dealing with every single day -- those nagging worries that 
you’re going to get stopped or pulled over for absolutely no reason; the fear that your 
job application will be overlooked because of the way your name sounds; the agony of 
sending your kids to schools that may no longer be separate, but are far from equal; 
the realization that no matter how far you rise in life, how hard you work to be a good 
person, a good parent, a good citizen -- for some folks, it will never be enough. 
(Applause.)  

And all of that is going to be a heavy burden to carry. It can feel isolating. It can make 
you feel like your life somehow doesn’t matter -- that you’re like the invisible man that 
Tuskegee grad Ralph Ellison wrote about all those years ago. And as we’ve seen over 
the past few years, those feelings are real. They’re rooted in decades of structural 
challenges that have made too many folks feel frustrated and invisible. And those 



feelings are playing out in communities like Baltimore and Ferguson and so many 
others across this country. (Applause.)  

But, graduates, today, I want to be very clear that those feelings are not an excuse to 
just throw up our hands and give up. (Applause.) Not an excuse. They are not an 
excuse to lose hope. To succumb to feelings of despair and anger only means that in 
the end, we lose.  

But here’s the thing -- our history provides us with a better story, a better blueprint for 
how we can win. It teaches us that when we pull ourselves out of those lowest 
emotional depths, and we channel our frustrations into studying and organizing and 
banding together -- then we can build ourselves and our communities up. We can take 
on those deep-rooted problems, and together - - together -- we can overcome 
anything that stands in our way.  

And the first thing we have to do is vote. (Applause.) Hey, no, not just once in a while. 
Not just when my husband or somebody you like is on the ballot. But in every election 
at every level, all of the time. (Applause.) Because here is the truth -- if you want to 
have a say in your community, if you truly want the power to control your own destiny, 
then you’ve got to be involved. You got to be at the table. You’ve got to vote, vote, 
vote, vote. That’s it; that's the way we move forward. That’s how we make progress for 
ourselves and for our country.  

That’s what’s always happened here at Tuskegee. Think about those students who 
made bricks with their bare hands. They did it so that others could follow them and 
learn on this campus, too. Think about that brilliant scientist who made his lab from a 
trash pile. He did it because he ultimately wanted to help sharecroppers feed their 
families. Those Airmen who rose above brutal discrimination -- they did it so the whole 
world could see just how high black folks could soar. That’s the spirit we’ve got to 
summon to take on the challenges we face today. (Applause.)  

And you don’t have to be President of the United States to start addressing things like 
poverty, and education, and lack of opportunity. Graduates, today - - today, you can 
mentor a young person and make sure he or she takes the right path. Today, you can 
volunteer at an after-school program or food pantry. Today, you can help your younger 
cousin fill out her college financial aid form so that she could be sitting in those chairs 
one day. (Applause.) But just like all those folks who came before us, you’ve got to do 
something to lay the groundwork for future generations.  

That pilot I mentioned earlier -- Charles DeBow -- he didn’t rest on his laurels after 
making history. Instead, after he left the Army, he finished his education. He became a 
high school English teacher and a college lecturer. He kept lifting other folks up 
through education. He kept fulfilling his “double duty” long after he hung up his 
uniform.  



And, graduates, that’s what we need from all of you. We need you to channel the 
magic of Tuskegee toward the challenges of today. And here’s what I really want you 
to know -- you have got everything you need to do this. You’ve got it in you. Because 
even if you’re nervous or unsure about what path to take in the years ahead, I want you 
to realize that you’ve got everything you need right now to succeed. You’ve got it.  

You’ve got the knowledge and the skills honed here on this hallowed campus. You’ve 
got families up in the stands who will support you every step of the way. And most of 
all, you’ve got yourselves -- and all of the heart, and grit, and smarts that got you to 
this day.  

And if you rise above the noise and the pressures that surround you, if you stay true to 
who you are and where you come from, if you have faith in God’s plan for you, then 
you will keep fulfilling your duty to people all across this country. And as the years 
pass, you’ll feel the same freedom that Charles DeBow did when he was taking off in 
that airplane. You will feel the bumps smooth off. You’ll take part in that “never-failing 
miracle” of progress. And you’ll be flying through the air, out of this world -- free.  

God bless you, graduates. (Applause.) I can’t wait to see how high you soar. Love you 
all. Very proud. Thank you. (Applause.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY AT THE 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 

                     
Wells Fargo Center 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

July 25, 2016 

MRS. OBAMA: Thank you all. (Applause.) Thank you so much. You know, it’s hard to 
believe that it has been eight years since I first came to this convention to talk with you 
about why I thought my husband should be President. (Applause.) Remember how I 
told you about his character and conviction, his decency and his grace -– the traits that 
we’ve seen every day that he’s served our country in the White House.  

I also told you about our daughters –- how they are the heart of our hearts, the center of 
our world. And during our time in the White House, we’ve had the joy of watching them 
grow from bubbly little girls into poised young women -– a journey that started soon 
after we arrived in Washington, when they set off for their first day at their new school.  

I will never forget that winter morning as I watched our girls, just seven and ten years 
old, pile into those black SUVs with all those big men with guns. (Laughter.) And I saw 
their little faces pressed up against the window, and the only thing I could think was, 
“What have we done?” (Laughter.) See, because at that moment, I realized that our 
time in the White House would form the foundation for who they would become, and 
how well we managed this experience could truly make or break them.  

That is what Barack and I think about every day as we try to guide and protect our girls 
through the challenges of this unusual life in the spotlight -- how we urge them to ignore 
those who question their father’s citizenship or faith. (Applause.) How we insist that the 
hateful language they hear from public figures on TV does not represent the true spirit 
of this country. (Applause.) How we explain that when someone is cruel, or acts like a 
bully, you don’t stoop to their level -– no, our motto is, when they go low, we go high. 
(Applause.)  

With every word we utter, with every action we take, we know our kids are watching us. 
We as parents are their most important role models. And let me tell you, Barack and I 
take that same approach to our jobs as President and First Lady, because we know that 
our words and actions matter not just to our girls, but to children across this country –- 
kids who tell us, “I saw you on TV, I wrote a report on you for school.” Kids like the little 
black boy who looked up at my husband, his eyes wide with hope, and he wondered, “Is 
my hair like yours?” (Applause.)  



And make no mistake about it, this November, when we go to the polls, that is what 
we’re deciding -– not Democrat or Republican, not left or right. No, this election, and 
every election, is about who will have the power to shape our children for the next four 
or eight years of their lives. (Applause.) And I am here tonight because in this election, 
there is only one person who I trust with that responsibility, only one person who I 
believe is truly qualified to be President of the United States, and that is our friend, 
Hillary Clinton. (Applause.)  

See, I trust Hillary to lead this country because I’ve seen her lifelong devotion to our 
nation’s children –- not just her own daughter, who she has raised to perfection –- 
(applause) -- but every child who needs a champion: Kids who take the long way to 
school to avoid the gangs. Kids who wonder how they’ll ever afford college. Kids whose 
parents don’t speak a word of English but dream of a better life. Kids who look to us to 
determine who and what they can be.  

You see, Hillary has spent decades doing the relentless, thankless work to actually 
make a difference in their lives -- (applause) -- advocating for kids with disabilities as a 
young lawyer. Fighting for children’s health care as First Lady and for quality child care 
in the Senate. And when she didn’t win the nomination eight years ago, she didn’t get 
angry or disillusioned. (Applause.) Hillary did not pack up and go home. Because as a 
true public servant, Hillary knows that this is so much bigger than her own desires and 
disappointments. (Applause.) So she proudly stepped up to serve our country once 
again as Secretary of State, traveling the globe to keep our kids safe.  
 

And look, there were plenty of moments when Hillary could have decided that this work 
was too hard, that the price of public service was too high, that she was tired of being 
picked apart for how she looks or how she talks or even how she laughs. But here’s the 
thing -- what I admire most about Hillary is that she never buckles under pressure. 
(Applause.) She never takes the easy way out. And Hillary Clinton has never quit on 
anything in her life. (Applause.)  

And when I think about the kind of President that I want for my girls and all our children, 
that’s what I want. I want someone with the proven strength to persevere. Someone 
who knows this job and takes it seriously. Someone who understands that the issues a 
President faces are not black and white and cannot be boiled down to 140 characters. 
(Applause.) Because when you have the nuclear codes at your fingertips and the 
military in your command, you can’t make snap decisions. You can’t have a thin skin or 
a tendency to lash out. You need to be steady, and measured, and well- informed. 
(Applause.)  

I want a President with a record of public service, someone whose life’s work shows our 
children that we don’t chase fame and fortune for ourselves, we fight to give everyone a 
chance to succeed -- (applause) -- and we give back, even when we’re struggling 



ourselves, because we know that there is always someone worse off, and there but for 
the grace of God go I. (Applause.)  

I want a President who will teach our children that everyone in this country matters –- a 
President who truly believes in the vision that our founders put forth all those years ago: 
That we are all created equal, each a beloved part of the great American story. 
(Applause.) And when crisis hits, we don’t turn against each other -– no, we listen to 
each other. We lean on each other. Because we are always stronger together. 
(Applause.)  

And I am here tonight because I know that that is the kind of president that Hillary 
Clinton will be. And that’s why, in this election, I’m with her. (Applause.)  

You see, Hillary understands that the President is about one thing and one thing only -– 
it’s about leaving something better for our kids. That’s how we’ve always moved this 
country forward –- by all of us coming together on behalf of our children -- folks who 
volunteer to coach that team, to teach that Sunday school class because they know it 
takes a village. Heroes of every color and creed who wear the uniform and risk their 
lives to keep passing down those blessings of liberty.  

Police officers and protestors in Dallas who all desperately want to keep our children 
safe. (Applause.) People who lined up in Orlando to donate blood because it could have 
been their son, their daughter in that club. (Applause.) Leaders like Tim Kaine -- 
(applause) -- who show our kids what decency and devotion look like. Leaders like 
Hillary Clinton, who has the guts and the grace to keep coming back and putting those 
cracks in that highest and hardest glass ceiling until she finally breaks through, lifting all 
of us along with her. (Applause.)  

That is the story of this country, the story that has brought me to this stage tonight, the 
story of generations of people who felt the lash of bondage, the shame of servitude, the 
sting of segregation, but who kept on striving and hoping and doing what needed to be 
done so that today, I wake up every morning in a house that was built by slaves -- 
(applause) -- and I watch my daughters – - two beautiful, intelligent, black young women 
–- playing with their dogs on the White House lawn. (Applause.) And because of Hillary 
Clinton, my daughters –- and all our sons and daughters -– now take for granted that a 
woman can be President of the United States. (Applause.)  

So don’t let anyone ever tell you that this country isn’t great, that somehow we need to 
make it great again. Because this, right now, is the greatest country on earth. 
(Applause.) And as my daughters prepare to set out into the world, I want a leader who 
is worthy of that truth, a leader who is worthy of my girls’ promise and all our kids’ 
promise, a leader who will be guided every day by the love and hope and impossibly big 
dreams that we all have for our children.  



So in this election, we cannot sit back and hope that everything works out for the best. 
We cannot afford to be tired, or frustrated, or cynical. No, hear me -- between now and 
November, we need to do what we did eight years ago and four years ago: We need to 
knock on every door. We need to get out every vote. We need to pour every last ounce 
of our passion and our strength and our love for this country into electing Hillary Clinton 
as President of the United States of America.  

Let’s get to work. Thank you all, and God bless.  
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America Campaign Event in Manchester, Nh 

Southern New Hampshire University Manchester, New Hampshire  

October 13, 2016 

MRS. OBAMA: My goodness! (Applause.) You guys are fired up! (Applause.) Well, let 
me just say hello, everyone. (Applause.) I am so thrilled to be here with you all today in 
New Hampshire. This is like home to me, and this day -- thank you for a beautiful fall 
day. You just ordered this day up for me, didn’t you? (Applause.) It’s great to be here.  

Let me start by thanking your fabulous governor, your next U.S. senator, Maggie 
Hassan. (Applause.) I want to thank her for that lovely introduction. I also want to 
recognize your Congresswoman, Annie McKlane Kuster, who’s a dear, dear friend. 
(Applause.) Your soon-to-be Congresswoman once again, Carol Shea Porter -- 
(applause) -- all of whom have been just terrific friends to us. And your Executive 
Council and candidate for governor, Colin Van Ostern. (Applause.)  

And, of course, thanks to all of you for taking the time to be here today. (Applause.)  

AUDIENCE MEMBER: We love you! (Applause.)  

MRS. OBAMA: Thanks so much. That’s very sweet of you. I love you guys too. I can’t 
believe it’s just a few weeks before Election Day, as we come together to support the 
next President and Vice President of the United States, Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine! 
(Applause.) And New Hampshire is going to be important, as always.  

So I’m going to get a little serious here, because I think we can all agree that this has 
been a rough week in an already rough election. This week has been particularly 
interesting for me personally because it has been a week of profound contrast.  

See, on Tuesday, at the White House, we celebrated the International Day of the Girl 
and Let Girls Learn. (Applause.) And it was a wonderful celebration. It was the last 
event that I’m going to be doing as First Lady for Let Girls Learn. And I had the 
pleasure of spending hours talking to some of the most amazing young women you will 
ever meet, young girls here in the U.S. and all around the world. And we talked about 
their hopes and their dreams. We talked about their aspirations. See, because many of 
these girls have faced unthinkable obstacles just to attend school, jeopardizing their 
personal safety, their freedom, risking the rejection of their families and communities. 
 

So I thought it would be important to remind these young women how valuable and 
precious they are. I wanted them to understand that the measure of any society is how 



it treats its women and girls. (Applause.) And I told them that they deserve to be 
treated with dignity and respect, and I told them that they should disregard anyone 
who demeans or devalues them, and that they should make their voices heard in the 
world. And I walked away feeling so inspired, just like I’m inspired by all the young 
people here -- (applause) -- and I was so uplifted by these girls. That was Tuesday. 
And now, here I am, out on the campaign trail in an election where we have 
consistently been hearing hurtful, hateful language about women -- language that has 
been painful for so many of us, not just as women, but as parents trying to protect our 
children and raise them to be caring, respectful adults, and as citizens who think that 
our nation’s leaders should meet basic standards of human decency. (Applause.)  

The fact is that in this election, we have a candidate for President of the United States 
who, over the course of his lifetime and the course of this campaign, has said things 
about women that are so shocking, so demeaning that I simply will not repeat anything 
here today. And last week, we saw this candidate actually bragging about sexually 
assaulting women. And I can’t believe that I’m saying that a candidate for President of 
the United States has bragged about sexually assaulting women.  

And I have to tell you that I can’t stop thinking about this. It has shaken me to my core 
in a way that I couldn’t have predicted. So while I’d love nothing more than to pretend 
like this isn’t happening, and to come out here and do my normal campaign speech, it 
would be dishonest and disingenuous to me to just move on to the next thing like this 
was all just a bad dream.  

This is not something that we can ignore. It’s not something we can just sweep under 
the rug as just another disturbing footnote in a sad election season. Because this was 
not just a “lewd conversation.” This wasn’t just locker-room banter. This was a 
powerful individual speaking freely and openly about sexually predatory behavior, and 
actually bragging about kissing and groping women, using language so obscene that 
many of us were worried about our children hearing it when we turn on the TV.  

And to make matters worse, it now seems very clear that this isn’t an isolated incident. 
It’s one of countless examples of how he has treated women his whole life. And I have 
to tell you that I listen to all of this and I feel it so personally, and I’m sure that many of 
you do too, particularly the women. The shameful comments about our bodies. The 
disrespect of our ambitions and intellect. The belief that you can do anything you want 
to a woman.  

It is cruel. It’s frightening. And the truth is, it hurts. It hurts. It’s like that sick, sinking 
feeling you get when you’re walking down the street minding your own business and 
some guy yells out vulgar words about your body. Or when you see that guy at work 
that stands just a little too close, stares a little too long, and makes you feel 
uncomfortable in your own skin.  



It’s that feeling of terror and violation that too many women have felt when someone 
has grabbed them, or forced himself on them and they’ve said no but he didn’t listen -- 
something that we know happens on college campuses and countless other places 
every single day. It reminds us of stories we heard from our mothers and grandmothers 
about how, back in their day, the boss could say and do whatever he pleased to the 
women in the office, and even though they worked so hard, jumped over every hurdle 
to prove themselves, it was never enough.  

We thought all of that was ancient history, didn’t we? And so many have worked for so 
many years to end this kind of violence and abuse and disrespect, but here we are, in 
2016, and we’re hearing these exact same things every day on the campaign trail. We 
are drowning in it. And all of us are doing what women have always done: We’re trying 
to keep our heads above water, just trying to get through it, trying to pretend like this 
doesn’t really bother us maybe because we think that admitting how much it hurts 
makes us as women look weak. Maybe we’re afraid to be that vulnerable. Maybe we’ve 
grown accustomed to swallowing these emotions and staying quiet, because we’ve 
seen that people often won’t take our word over his. Or maybe we don’t want to 
believe that there are still people out there who think so little of us as women. Too 
many are treating this as just another day’s headline, as if our outrage is overblown or 
unwarranted, as if this is normal, just politics as usual.  

But, New Hampshire, be clear: This is not normal. This is not politics as usual. 
(Applause.) This is disgraceful. It is intolerable. And it doesn’t matter what party you 
belong to -- Democrat, Republican, independent -- no woman deserves to be treated 
this way. None of us deserves this kind of abuse. (Applause.)  

And I know it’s a campaign, but this isn’t about politics. It’s about basic human 
decency. It’s about right and wrong. (Applause.) And we simply cannot endure this, or 
expose our children to this any longer -- not for another minute, and let alone for four 
years. (Applause.) Now is the time for all of us to stand up and say enough is enough. 
(Applause.) This has got to stop right now. (Applause.)  

Because consider this: If all of this is painful to us as grown women, what do you think 
this is doing to our children? What message are our little girls hearing about who they 
should look like, how they should act? What lessons are they learning about their value 
as professionals, as human beings, about their dreams and aspirations? And how is 
this affecting men and boys in this country? Because I can tell you that the men in my 
life do not talk about women like this. And I know that my family is not unusual. 
(Applause.) And to dismiss this as everyday locker-room talk is an insult to decent men 
everywhere. (Applause.)  

The men that you and I know don’t treat women this way. They are loving fathers who 
are sickened by the thought of their daughters being exposed to this kind of vicious 
language about women. They are husbands and brothers and sons who don’t tolerate 
women being treated and demeaned and disrespected. (Applause.) And like us, these 



men are worried about the impact this election is having on our boys who are looking 
for role models of what it means to be a man. (Applause.)  

In fact, someone recently told me a story about their six-year-old son who one day was 
watching the news -- they were watching the news together. And the little boy, out of 
the blue, said, “I think Hillary Clinton will be President.” And his mom said, “Well, why 
do you say that?” And this little six-year-old said, “Because the other guy called 
someone a piggy, and,” he said, “you cannot be President if you call someone a 
piggy.” (Applause.)  

So even a six-year-old knows better. A six-year-old knows that this is not how adults 
behave. This is not how decent human beings behave. And this is certainly not how 
someone who wants to be President of the United States behaves. (Applause.)  

Because let’s be very clear: Strong men -- men who are truly role models -- don’t need 
to put down women to make themselves feel powerful. (Applause.) People who are 
truly strong lift others up. People who are truly powerful bring others together. And that 
is what we need in our next President. We need someone who is a uniting force in this 
country. We need someone who will heal the wounds that divide us, someone who 
truly cares about us and our children, someone with strength and compassion to lead 
this country forward. (Applause.)  

And let me tell you, I’m here today because I believe with all of my heart that Hillary 
Clinton will be that President. (Applause.)  

See, we know that Hillary is the right person for the job because we’ve seen her 
character and commitment not just in this campaign, but over the course of her entire 
life. The fact is that Hillary embodies so many of the values that we try so hard to teach 
our young people. We tell our young people “Work hard in school, get a good 
education.” We encourage them to use that education to help others -- which is 
exactly what Hillary did with her college and law degrees, advocating for kids with 
disabilities, fighting for children’s health care as First Lady, affordable child care in the 
Senate. (Applause.)  

We teach our kids the value of being a team player, which is what Hillary exemplified 
when she lost the 2008 election and actually agreed to work for her opponent as our 
Secretary of State -- (applause) -- earning sky-high approval ratings serving her 
country once again. (Applause.)  

We also teach our kids that you don’t take shortcuts in life, and you strive for 
meaningful success in whatever job you do. Well, Hillary has been a lawyer, a law 
professor, First Lady of Arkansas, First Lady of the United States, a U.S. senator, 
Secretary of State. And she has been successful in every role, gaining more experience 
and exposure to the presidency than any candidate in our lifetime -- more than Barack, 
more than Bill. (Applause.) And, yes, she happens to be a woman. (Applause.)  



And finally, we teach our kids that when you hit challenges in life, you don’t give up, 
you stick with it. Well, during her four years as Secretary of State alone, Hillary has 
faced her share of challenges. She’s traveled to 112 countries, negotiated a ceasefire, 
a peace agreement, a release of dissidents. She spent 11 hours testifying before a 
congressional committee. We know that when things get tough, Hillary doesn’t 
complain. She doesn’t blame others. She doesn’t abandon ship for something easier. 
No, Hillary Clinton has never quit on anything in her life. (Applause.)  

So in Hillary, we have a candidate who has dedicated her life to public service, 
someone who has waited her turn and helped out while waiting. (Applause.) She is an 
outstanding mother. She has raised a phenomenal young woman. She is a loving, loyal 
wife. She’s a devoted daughter who cared for her mother until her final days. And if any 
of us had raised a daughter like Hillary Clinton, we would be so proud. We would be 
proud. (Applause.)  

And regardless of who her opponent might be, no one could be more qualified for this 
job than Hillary -- no one. And in this election, if we turn away from her, if we just stand 
by and allow her opponent to be elected, then what are we teaching our children about 
the values they should hold, about the kind of life they should lead? What are we 
saying?  

In our hearts, we all know that if we let Hillary’s opponent win this election, then we are 
sending a clear message to our kids that everything they’re seeing and hearing is 
perfectly okay. We are validating it. We are endorsing it. We’re telling our sons that it’s 
okay to humiliate women. We’re telling our daughters that this is how they deserve to 
be treated. We’re telling all our kids that bigotry and bullying are perfectly acceptable in 
the leader of their country. Is that what we want for our children?  

AUDIENCE: No!  

MRS. OBAMA: And remember, we won’t just be setting a bad example for our kids, 
but for our entire world. Because for so long, America has been a model for countries 
across the globe, pushing them to educate their girls, insisting that they give more 
rights to their women. But if we have a President who routinely degrades women, who 
brags about sexually assaulting women, then how can we maintain our moral authority 
in the world? How can we continue to be a beacon of freedom and justice and human 
dignity? (Applause.)  

Well, fortunately, New Hampshire, here’s the beauty: We have everything we need to 
stop this madness. You see, while our mothers and grandmothers were often 
powerless to change their circumstances, today, we as women have all the power we 
need to determine the outcome of this election. (Applause.)  

We have knowledge. We have a voice. We have a vote. And on November the 8th, we 
as women, we as Americans, we as decent human beings can come together and 



declare that enough is enough, and we do not tolerate this kind of behavior in this 
country. (Applause.)  

Remember this: In 2012, women’s votes were the difference between Barack winning 
and losing in key swing states, including right here in New Hampshire. (Applause.) So 
for anyone who might be thinking that your one vote doesn’t really matter, or that one 
person can’t really make a difference, consider this: Back in 2012, Barack won New 
Hampshire by about 40,000 votes, which sounds like a lot. But when you break that 
number down, the difference between winning and losing this state was only 66 votes 
per precinct. Just take that in. If 66 people each precinct had gone the other way, 
Barack would have lost.  

So each of you right here today could help swing an entire precinct and win this 
election for Hillary just by getting yourselves, your families, and your friends and 
neighbors out to vote. You can do it right here. (Applause.) But you could also help 
swing an entire precinct for Hillary’s opponent with a protest vote or by staying home 
out of frustration.  

Because here’s the truth: Either Hillary Clinton or her opponent will be elected 
President this year. And if you vote for someone other than Hillary, or if you don’t vote 
at all, then you are helping to elect her opponent. And just think about how you will feel 
if that happens. Imagine waking up on November the  

9th and looking into the eyes of your daughter or son, or looking into your own eyes as 
you stare into the mirror. Imagine how you’ll feel if you stayed home, or if you didn’t do 
everything possible to elect Hillary.  

We simply cannot let that happen. We cannot allow ourselves to be so disgusted that 
we just shut off the TV and walk away. And we can’t just sit around wringing our 
hands. Now, we need to recover from our shock and depression and do what women 
have always done in this country. We need you to roll up your sleeves. We need to get 
to work. (Applause.) Because remember this: When they go low, we go --  

AUDIENCE: High! 
MRS. OBAMA: Yes, we do. (Applause.)  

And voting ourselves is a great start, but we also have to step up and start organizing. 
So we need you to make calls, and knock on doors, and get folks to the polls on 
Election Day, and sign up to volunteer with one of the Hillary campaign folks who are 
here today just waiting for you to step up. (Applause.)  

And, young people and not-so-young people, get on social media. (Applause.) Share 
your own story of why this election matters, why it should matter for all people of 
conscience in this country. There is so much at stake in this election.  



See, the choice you make November 8th could determine whether we have a President 
who treats people with respect -- or not. A President who will fight for kids, for good 
schools, for good jobs for our families -- or not. A President who thinks that women 
deserve the right to make our own choices about our bodies and our health -- or not. 
(Applause.) That’s just a little bit of what’s at stake.  

So we cannot afford to be tired or turned off. And we cannot afford to stay home on 
Election Day. Because on November the 8th, we have the power to show our children 
that America’s greatness comes from recognizing the innate dignity and worth of all 
our people. On November the 8th, we can show our children that this country is big 
enough to have a place for us all -- men and women, folks of every background and 
walk of life -- and that each of us is a precious part of this great American story, and 
we are always stronger together. (Applause.)  

On November 8th, we can show our children that here in America, we reject hatred and 
fear -- (applause) -- and in difficult times, we don’t discard our highest ideals. No, we 
rise up to meet them. We rise up to perfect our union. We rise up to defend our 
blessings of liberty. We rise up to embody the values of equality and opportunity and 
sacrifice that have always made this country the greatest nation on Earth. (Applause.)  

That is who we are. (Applause.) And don’t ever let anyone tell you differently. 
(Applause.) Hope is important. Hope is important for our young people. And we 
deserve a President who can see those truths in us -- a President who can bring us 
together and bring out the very best in us. Hillary Clinton will be that President. 
(Applause.)  

So for the next 26 days, we need to do everything we can to help her and Tim Kaine 
win this election. I know I’m going to be doing it. Are you with me? (Applause.) Are you 
all with me? (Applause.) You ready to roll up your sleeves? Get to work knocking on 
doors?  

All right, let’s get to work. Thank you all. God bless. (Applause.)  
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The following is the transcript of Senator Barack Obama's acceptance speech at the 
Democratic National Convention in Denver, as recorded by CQ Transcriptions. 

OBAMA: Thank you so much. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Thank you very much. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Thank you, everybody. 

To -- to Chairman Dean and my great friend Dick Durbin, and to all my fellow citizens of 
this great nation, with profound gratitude and great humility, I accept your nomination 
for presidency of the United States. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Let me -- let me express -- let me express my thanks to the historic slate of candidates 
who accompanied me on this journey, and especially the one who traveled the farthest, a 
champion for working Americans and an inspiration to my daughters and to yours, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

(APPLAUSE) 

To President Clinton, to President Bill Clinton, who made last night the case for change 
as only he can make it... 

(APPLAUSE) 

... to Ted Kennedy, who embodies the spirit of service... 

(APPLAUSE) 

I am grateful to finish this journey with one of the finest statesmen of our time, a man at 
ease with everyone from world leaders to the conductors on the Amtrak train he still 
takes home every night. 

To the love of my life, our next first lady, Michelle Obama... 



(APPLAUSE) 

... and to Malia and Sasha, I love you so much, and I am so proud of you. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Four years ago, I stood before you and told you my story, of the brief union between a 
young man from Kenya and a young woman from Kansas who weren't well-off or well-
known, but shared a belief that in America their son could achieve whatever he put his 
mind to. 

It is that promise that's always set this country apart, that through hard work and 
sacrifice each of us can pursue our individual dreams, but still come together as one 
American family, to ensure that the next generation can pursue their dreams, as well. 
That's why I stand here tonight. Because for 232 years, at each moment when that 
promise was in jeopardy, ordinary men and women -- students and soldiers, farmers 
and teachers, nurses and janitors -- found the courage to keep it alive. 

We meet at one of those defining moments, a moment when our nation is at war, our 
economy is in turmoil, and the American promise has been threatened once more. 

Tonight, more Americans are out of work and more are working harder for less. More of 
you have lost your homes and even more are watching your home values plummet. More 
of you have cars you can't afford to drive, credit cards, bills you can't afford to pay, and 
tuition that's beyond your reach. 

These challenges are not all of government's making. But the failure to respond is a 
direct result of a broken politics in Washington and the failed policies of George W. 
Bush. 

(APPLAUSE) 

America, we are better than these last eight years. We are a better country than this. 

(APPLAUSE) 

This country is more decent than one where a woman in Ohio, on the brink of 
retirement, finds herself one illness away from disaster after a lifetime of hard work. 

We're a better country than one where a man in Indiana has to pack up the equipment 
that he's worked on for 20 years and watch as it's shipped off to China, and then chokes 
up as he explains how he felt like a failure when he went home to tell his family the 
news. 

We are more compassionate than a government that lets veterans sleep on our streets 
and families slide into poverty... 

(APPLAUSE) 



... that sits... 

(APPLAUSE) 

... that sits on its hands while a major American city drowns before our eyes. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Tonight, tonight, I say to the people of America, to Democrats and Republicans and 
independents across this great land: Enough. This moment... 

(APPLAUSE) 

This moment, this moment, this election is our chance to keep, in the 21st century, the 
American promise alive. 

Because next week, in Minnesota, the same party that brought you two terms of George 
Bush and Dick Cheney will ask this country for a third. 

(AUDIENCE BOOS) 

And we are here -- we are here because we love this country too much to let the next four 
years look just like the last eight. 

(APPLAUSE) 

On November 4th, on November 4th, we must stand up and say: Eight is enough. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Now, now, let me -- let there be no doubt. The Republican nominee, John McCain, has 
worn the uniform of our country with bravery and distinction, and for that we owe him 
our gratitude and our respect. 

(APPLAUSE) 

And next week, we'll also hear about those occasions when he's broken with his party as 
evidence that he can deliver the change that we need. 

But the record's clear: John McCain has voted with George Bush 90 percent of the time. 

Senator McCain likes to talk about judgment, but, really, what does it say about your 
judgment when you think George Bush has been right more than 90 percent of the time? 

(APPLAUSE) 

I don't know about you, but I am not ready to take a 10 percent chance on change. 

(APPLAUSE) 



The truth is, on issue after issue that would make a difference in your lives -- on health 
care, and education, and the economy -- Senator McCain has been anything but 
independent. 

He said that our economy has made great progress under this president. He said that 
the fundamentals of the economy are strong. 

And when one of his chief advisers, the man who wrote his economic plan, was talking 
about the anxieties that Americans are feeling, he said that we were just suffering from a 
mental recession and that we've become, and I quote, "a nation of whiners." 

(AUDIENCE BOOS)  

A nation of whiners? Tell that to the proud auto workers at a Michigan plant who, after 
they found out it was closing, kept showing up every day and working as hard as ever, 
because they knew there were people who counted on the brakes that they made. 

Tell that to the military families who shoulder their burdens silently as they watch their 
loved ones leave for their third, or fourth, or fifth tour of duty. 

These are not whiners. They work hard, and they give back, and they keep going without 
complaint. These are the Americans I know. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Now, I don't believe that Senator McCain doesn't care what's going on in the lives of 
Americans; I just think he doesn't know. 

(LAUGHTER) 

Why else would he define middle-class as someone making under $5 million a year? 
How else could he propose hundreds of billions in tax breaks for big corporations and 
oil companies, but not one penny of tax relief to more than 100 million Americans? 

OBAMA: How else could he offer a health care plan that would actually tax people's 
benefits, or an education plan that would do nothing to help families pay for college, or a 
plan that would privatize Social Security and gamble your retirement? 

(AUDIENCE BOOS) 

It's not because John McCain doesn't care; it's because John McCain doesn't get it. 

(APPLAUSE) 

For over two decades -- for over two decades, he's subscribed to that old, discredited 
Republican philosophy: Give more and more to those with the most and hope that 
prosperity trickles down to everyone else. 



In Washington, they call this the "Ownership Society," but what it really means is that 
you're on your own. Out of work? Tough luck, you're on your own. No health care? The 
market will fix it. You're on your own. Born into poverty? Pull yourself up by your own 
bootstraps, even if you don't have boots. You are on your own. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Well, it's time for them to own their failure. It's time for us to change America. And 
that's why I'm running for president of the United States. 

(APPLAUSE) 

You see, you see, we Democrats have a very different measure of what constitutes 
progress in this country. 

We measure progress by how many people can find a job that pays the mortgage, 
whether you can put a little extra money away at the end of each month so you can 
someday watch your child receive her college diploma. 

We measure progress in the 23 million new jobs that were created when Bill Clinton was 
president... 

(APPLAUSE) 

... when the average American family saw its income go up $7,500 instead of go down 
$2,000, like it has under George Bush.  

(APPLAUSE) 

We measure the strength of our economy not by the number of billionaires we have or 
the profits of the Fortune 500, but by whether someone with a good idea can take a risk 
and start a new business, or whether the waitress who lives on tips can take a day off 
and look after a sick kid without losing her job, an economy that honors the dignity of 
work. 

The fundamentals we use to measure economic strength are whether we are living up to 
that fundamental promise that has made this country great, a promise that is the only 
reason I am standing here tonight. 

Because, in the faces of those young veterans who come back from Iraq and Afghanistan, 
I see my grandfather, who signed up after Pearl Harbor, marched in Patton's army, and 
was rewarded by a grateful nation with the chance to go to college on the G.I. Bill. 

In the face of that young student, who sleeps just three hours before working the night 
shift, I think about my mom, who raised my sister and me on her own while she worked 
and earned her degree, who once turned to food stamps, but was still able to send us to 
the best schools in the country with the help of student loans and scholarships. 

(APPLAUSE) 



When I -- when I listen to another worker tell me that his factory has shut down, I 
remember all those men and women on the South Side of Chicago who I stood by and 
fought for two decades ago after the local steel plant closed. 

And when I hear a woman talk about the difficulties of starting her own business or 
making her way in the world, I think about my grandmother, who worked her way up 
from the secretarial pool to middle management, despite years of being passed over for 
promotions because she was a woman. 

She's the one who taught me about hard work. She's the one who put off buying a new 
car or a new dress for herself so that I could have a better life. She poured everything she 
had into me. And although she can no longer travel, I know that she's watching tonight 
and that tonight is her night, as well. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Now, I don't know what kind of lives John McCain thinks that celebrities lead, but this 
has been mine. 

(APPLAUSE) 

These are my heroes; theirs are the stories that shaped my life. And it is on behalf of 
them that I intend to win this election and keep our promise alive as president of the 
United States. 

(APPLAUSE) 

What -- what is that American promise? It's a promise that says each of us has the 
freedom to make of our own lives what we will, but that we also have obligations to treat 
each other with dignity and respect. 

It's a promise that says the market should reward drive and innovation and generate 
growth, but that businesses should live up to their responsibilities to create American 
jobs, to look out for American workers, and play by the rules of the road. 

Ours -- ours is a promise that says government cannot solve all our problems, but what 
it should do is that which we cannot do for ourselves: protect us from harm and provide 
every child a decent education; keep our water clean and our toys safe; invest in new 
schools, and new roads, and science, and technology. 

Our government should work for us, not against us. It should help us, not hurt us. It 
should ensure opportunity not just for those with the most money and influence, but for 
every American who's willing to work. 

That's the promise of America, the idea that we are responsible for ourselves, but that 
we also rise or fall as one nation, the fundamental belief that I am my brother's keeper, I 
am my sister's keeper. 

That's the promise we need to keep. That's the change we need right now. 



(APPLAUSE) 

So -- so let me -- let me spell out exactly what that change would mean if I am president. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Change means a tax code that doesn't reward the lobbyists who wrote it, but the 
American workers and small businesses who deserve it. 

(APPLAUSE) 

You know, unlike John McCain, I will stop giving tax breaks to companies that ship jobs 
overseas, and I will start giving them to companies that create good jobs right here in 
America. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I'll eliminate capital gains taxes for the small businesses and start-ups that will create 
the high-wage, high-tech jobs of tomorrow. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I will -- listen now -- I will cut taxes -- cut taxes -- for 95 percent of all working families, 
because, in an economy like this, the last thing we should do is raise taxes on the middle 
class. 

(APPLAUSE) 

And for the sake of our economy, our security, and the future of our planet, I will set a 
clear goal as president: In 10 years, we will finally end our dependence on oil from the 
Middle East. 

(APPLAUSE) 

We will do this. Washington -- Washington has been talking about our oil addiction for 
the last 30 years. And, by the way, John McCain has been there for 26 of them. 

(LAUGHTER) 

And in that time, he has said no to higher fuel-efficiency standards for cars, no to 
investments in renewable energy, no to renewable fuels. And today, we import triple the 
amount of oil than we had on the day that Senator McCain took office. 

Now is the time to end this addiction and to understand that drilling is a stop-gap 
measure, not a long-term solution, not even close. 

(APPLAUSE) 



As president, as president, I will tap our natural gas reserves, invest in clean coal 
technology, and find ways to safely harness nuclear power. I'll help our auto companies 
re-tool, so that the fuel-efficient cars of the future are built right here in America. 

 (APPLAUSE) 

I'll make it easier for the American people to afford these new cars. 

OBAMA: And I'll invest $150 billion over the next decade in affordable, renewable 
sources of energy -- wind power, and solar power, and the next generation of biofuels -- 
an investment that will lead to new industries and 5 million new jobs that pay well and 
can't be outsourced. 

(APPLAUSE) 

America, now is not the time for small plans. Now is the time to finally meet our moral 
obligation to provide every child a world-class education, because it will take nothing 
less to compete in the global economy. 

You know, Michelle and I are only here tonight because we were given a chance at an 
education. And I will not settle for an America where some kids don't have that chance. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I'll invest in early childhood education. I'll recruit an army of new teachers, and pay 
them higher salaries, and give them more support. And in exchange, I'll ask for higher 
standards and more accountability. 

And we will keep our promise to every young American: If you commit to serving your 
community or our country, we will make sure you can afford a college education. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Now -- now is the time to finally keep the promise of affordable, accessible health care 
for every single American. 

(APPLAUSE) 

If you have health care -- if you have health care, my plan will lower your premiums. If 
you don't, you'll be able to get the same kind of coverage that members of Congress give 
themselves. 

(APPLAUSE) 

And -- and as someone who watched my mother argue with insurance companies while 
she lay in bed dying of cancer, I will make certain those companies stop discriminating 
against those who are sick and need care the most. 

(APPLAUSE) 



Now is the time to help families with paid sick days and better family leave, because 
nobody in America should have to choose between keeping their job and caring for a 
sick child or an ailing parent. 

Now is the time to change our bankruptcy laws, so that your pensions are protected 
ahead of CEO bonuses, and the time to protect Social Security for future generations. 

And now is the time to keep the promise of equal pay for an equal day's work, because I 
want my daughters to have the exact same opportunities as your sons. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Now, many of these plans will cost money, which is why I've laid out how I'll pay for 
every dime: by closing corporate loopholes and tax havens that don't help America grow. 

But I will also go through the federal budget line by line, eliminating programs that no 
longer work and making the ones we do need work better and cost less, because we 
cannot meet 21st-century challenges with a 20th-century bureaucracy. 

(APPLAUSE) 

And, Democrats, Democrats, we must also admit that fulfilling America's promise will 
require more than just money. It will require a renewed sense of responsibility from 
each of us to recover what John F. Kennedy called our intellectual and moral strength. 

Yes, government must lead on energy independence, but each of us must do our part to 
make our homes and businesses more efficient. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Yes, we must provide more ladders to success for young men who fall into lives of crime 
and despair. But we must also admit that programs alone can't replace parents, that 
government can't turn off the television and make a child do her homework, that fathers 
must take more responsibility to provide love and guidance to their children. 

Individual responsibility and mutual responsibility, that's the essence of America's 
promise. And just as we keep our promise to the next generation here at home, so must 
we keep America's promise abroad. 

If John McCain wants to have a debate about who has the temperament and judgment 
to serve as the next commander-in-chief, that's a debate I'm ready to have. 

(APPLAUSE) 

For -- for while -- while Senator McCain was turning his sights to Iraq just days after 
9/11, I stood up and opposed this war, knowing that it would distract us from the real 
threats that we face. 



When John McCain said we could just muddle through in Afghanistan, I argued for 
more resources and more troops to finish the fight against the terrorists who actually 
attacked us on 9/11, and made clear that we must take out Osama bin Laden and his 
lieutenants if we have them in our sights. 

You know, John McCain likes to say that he'll follow bin Laden to the gates of Hell, but 
he won't even follow him to the cave where he lives. 

(APPLAUSE) 

And today, today, as my call for a timeframe to remove our troops from Iraq has been 
echoed by the Iraqi government and even the Bush administration, even after we 
learned that Iraq has $79 billion in surplus while we are wallowing in deficit, John 
McCain stands alone in his stubborn refusal to end a misguided war. 

That's not the judgment we need; that won't keep America safe. We need a president 
who can face the threats of the future, not keep grasping at the ideas of the past. 

(APPLAUSE) 

You don't defeat -- you don't defeat a terrorist network that operates in 80 countries by 
occupying Iraq. You don't protect Israel and deter Iran just by talking tough in 
Washington. You can't truly stand up for Georgia when you've strained our oldest 
alliances. 

If John McCain wants to follow George Bush with more tough talk and bad strategy, that 
is his choice, but that is not the change that America needs. 

(APPLAUSE) 

We are the party of Roosevelt. We are the party of Kennedy. So don't tell me that 
Democrats won't defend this country. Don't tell me that Democrats won't keep us safe. 

The Bush-McCain foreign policy has squandered the legacy that generations of 
Americans, Democrats and Republicans, have built, and we are here to restore that 
legacy. 

(APPLAUSE) 

As commander-in-chief, I will never hesitate to defend this nation, but I will only send 
our troops into harm's way with a clear mission and a sacred commitment to give them 
the equipment they need in battle and the care and benefits they deserve when they 
come home. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I will end this war in Iraq responsibly and finish the fight against Al Qaida and the 
Taliban in Afghanistan. I will rebuild our military to meet future conflicts, but I will also 



renew the tough, direct diplomacy that can prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear 
weapons and curb Russian aggression. 

I will build new partnerships to defeat the threats of the 21st century: terrorism and 
nuclear proliferation, poverty and genocide, climate change and disease. 

And I will restore our moral standing so that America is once again that last, best hope 
for all who are called to the cause of freedom, who long for lives of peace, and who yearn 
for a better future. 

(APPLAUSE) 

These -- these are the policies I will pursue. And in the weeks ahead, I look forward to 
debating them with John McCain. 

But what I will not do is suggest that the senator takes his positions for political 
purposes, because one of the things that we have to change in our politics is the idea that 
people cannot disagree without challenging each other's character and each other's 
patriotism. 

(APPLAUSE) 

The times are too serious, the stakes are too high for this same partisan playbook. So let 
us agree that patriotism has no party. I love this country, and so do you, and so does 
John McCain. 

The men and women who serve in our battlefields may be Democrats and Republicans 
and independents, but they have fought together, and bled together, and some died 
together under the same proud flag. They have not served a red America or a blue 
America; they have served the United States of America. 

(APPLAUSE) 

So I've got news for you, John McCain: We all put our country first. 

(APPLAUSE) 

America, our work will not be easy. The challenges we face require tough choices. And 
Democrats, as well as Republicans, will need to cast off the worn-out ideas and politics 
of the past, for part of what has been lost these past eight years can't just be measured 
by lost wages or bigger trade deficits. What has also been lost is our sense of common 
purpose, and that's what we have to restore. 

We may not agree on abortion, but surely we can agree on reducing the number of 
unwanted pregnancies in this country. 

(APPLAUSE) 



The -- the reality of gun ownership may be different for hunters in rural Ohio than they 
are for those plagued by gang violence in Cleveland, but don't tell me we can't uphold 
the Second Amendment while keeping AK-47s out of the hands of criminals. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I know there are differences on same-sex marriage, but surely we can agree that our gay 
and lesbian brothers and sisters deserve to visit the person they love in a hospital and to 
live lives free of discrimination. 

(APPLAUSE) 

You know, passions may fly on immigration, but I don't know anyone who benefits when 
a mother is separated from her infant child or an employer undercuts American wages 
by hiring illegal workers. 

But this, too, is part of America's promise, the promise of a democracy where we can 
find the strength and grace to bridge divides and unite in common effort. 

I know there are those who dismiss such beliefs as happy talk. They claim that our 
insistence on something larger, something firmer, and more honest in our public life is 
just a Trojan horse for higher taxes and the abandonment of traditional values. 

And that's to be expected, because if you don't have any fresh ideas, then you use stale 
tactics to scare voters. 

(APPLAUSE) 

If you don't have a record to run on, then you paint your opponent as someone people 
should run from. You make a big election about small things. 

And you know what? It's worked before, because it feeds into the cynicism we all have 
about government. When Washington doesn't work, all its promises seem empty. If your 
hopes have been dashed again and again, then it's best to stop hoping and settle for what 
you already know. 

I get it. I realize that I am not the likeliest candidate for this office. I don't fit the typical 
pedigree, and I haven't spent my career in the halls of Washington. 

But I stand before you tonight because all across America something is stirring. What 
the naysayers don't understand is that this election has never been about me; it's about 
you. 

(APPLAUSE) 

It's about you. 

(APPLAUSE) 



For 18 long months, you have stood up, one by one, and said, "Enough," to the politics of 
the past. You understand that, in this election, the greatest risk we can take is to try the 
same, old politics with the same, old players and expect a different result. 

You have shown what history teaches us, that at defining moments like this one, the 
change we need doesn't come from Washington. Change comes to Washington. 

(APPLAUSE) 

Change happens -- change happens because the American people demand it, because 
they rise up and insist on new ideas and new leadership, a new politics for a new time. 

America, this is one of those moments. 

I believe that, as hard as it will be, the change we need is coming, because I've seen it, 
because I've lived it. 

Because I've seen it in Illinois, when we provided health care to more children and 
moved more families from welfare to work. 

I've seen it in Washington, where we worked across party lines to open up government 
and hold lobbyists more accountable, to give better care for our veterans, and keep 
nuclear weapons out of the hands of terrorists. 

And I've seen it in this campaign, in the young people who voted for the first time and 
the young at heart, those who got involved again after a very long time; in the 
Republicans who never thought they'd pick up a Democratic ballot, but did. 

(APPLAUSE) 

I've seen it -- I've seen it in the workers who would rather cut their hours back a day, 
even though they can't afford it, than see their friends lose their jobs; in the soldiers who 
re-enlist after losing a limb; in the good neighbors who take a stranger in when a 
hurricane strikes and the floodwaters rise. 

You know, this country of ours has more wealth than any nation, but that's not what 
makes us rich. We have the most powerful military on Earth, but that's not what makes 
us strong. Our universities and our culture are the envy of the world, but that's not what 
keeps the world coming to our shores. 

Instead, it is that American spirit, that American promise, that pushes us forward even 
when the path is uncertain; that binds us together in spite of our differences; that makes 
us fix our eye not on what is seen, but what is unseen, that better place around the bend. 

That promise is our greatest inheritance. It's a promise I make to my daughters when I 
tuck them in at night and a promise that you make to yours, a promise that has led 
immigrants to cross oceans and pioneers to travel west, a promise that led workers to 
picket lines and women to reach for the ballot. 



(APPLAUSE)  

And it is that promise that, 45 years ago today, brought Americans from every corner of 
this land to stand together on a Mall in Washington, before Lincoln's Memorial, and 
hear a young preacher from Georgia speak of his dream. 

(APPLAUSE) 

The men and women who gathered there could've heard many things. They could've 
heard words of anger and discord. They could've been told to succumb to the fear and 
frustrations of so many dreams deferred. 

But what the people heard instead -- people of every creed and color, from every walk of 
life -- is that, in America, our destiny is inextricably linked, that together our dreams can 
be one. 

"We cannot walk alone," the preacher cried. "And as we walk, we must make the pledge 
that we shall always march ahead. We cannot turn back." 

America, we cannot turn back... 

(APPLAUSE) 

... not with so much work to be done; not with so many children to educate, and so many 
veterans to care for; not with an economy to fix, and cities to rebuild, and farms to save; 
not with so many families to protect and so many lives to mend. 

America, we cannot turn back. We cannot walk alone. 

At this moment, in this election, we must pledge once more to march into the future. Let 
us keep that promise, that American promise, and in the words of scripture hold firmly, 
without wavering, to the hope that we confess. 

Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States of America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transcript Of Barack Obama's Victory Speech 
In these prepared remarks provided by his campaign, President-Elect Barack Obama 
calls himself the unlikeliest presidential candidate. He thanks many members of his 
campaign, along with his enormous army of volunteers, and he warns supporters 
about what he calls the enormity of the tasks at hand that now face the U.S. He 
concludes by telling an anecdote about a 106-year-old African-American voter from 
Atlanta. 
 
If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are 
possible; who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still 
questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer. 

It's the answer told by lines that stretched around schools and churches in numbers this 
nation has never seen; by people who waited three hours and four hours, many for the 
very first time in their lives, because they believed that this time must be different; that 
their voice could be that difference. 

It's the answer spoken by young and old, rich and poor, Democrat and Republican, 
black, white, Latino, Asian, Native American, gay, straight, disabled and not disabled — 
Americans who sent a message to the world that we have never been a collection of red 
states and blue states; we are, and always will be, the United States of America.  

Article continues after sponsor message 
It's the answer that led those who have been told for so long by so many to be cynical, 
and fearful, and doubtful of what we can achieve to put their hands on the arc of history 
and bend it once more toward the hope of a better day.  

It's been a long time coming, but tonight, because of what we did on this day, in this 
election, at this defining moment, change has come to America. 

I just received a very gracious call from Sen. McCain. He fought long and hard in this 
campaign, and he's fought even longer and harder for the country he loves. He has 
endured sacrifices for America that most of us cannot begin to imagine, and we are 
better off for the service rendered by this brave and selfless leader. I congratulate him 
and Gov. Palin for all they have achieved, and I look forward to working with them to 
renew this nation's promise in the months ahead. 

I want to thank my partner in this journey, a man who campaigned from his heart and 
spoke for the men and women he grew up with on the streets of Scranton and rode with 
on that train home to Delaware, the vice-president-elect of the United States, Joe Biden. 



I would not be standing here tonight without the unyielding support of my best friend 
for the last 16 years, the rock of our family and the love of my life, our nation's next first 
lady, Michelle Obama. Sasha and Malia, I love you both so much, and you have earned 
the new puppy that's coming with us to the White House. And while she's no longer with 
us, I know my grandmother is watching, along with the family that made me who I am. I 
miss them tonight, and know that my debt to them is beyond measure. 

To my campaign manager, David Plouffe; my chief strategist, David Axelrod; and the 
best campaign team ever assembled in the history of politics — you made this happen, 
and I am forever grateful for what you've sacrificed to get it done.  

But above all, I will never forget who this victory truly belongs to — it belongs to you. 

I was never the likeliest candidate for this office. We didn't start with much money or 
many endorsements. Our campaign was not hatched in the halls of Washington — it 
began in the backyards of Des Moines and the living rooms of Concord and the front 
porches of Charleston. 

It was built by working men and women who dug into what little savings they had to 
give $5 and $10 and $20 to this cause. It grew strength from the young people who 
rejected the myth of their generation's apathy; who left their homes and their families 
for jobs that offered little pay and less sleep; from the not-so-young people who braved 
the bitter cold and scorching heat to knock on the doors of perfect strangers; from the 
millions of Americans who volunteered and organized, and proved that more than two 
centuries later, a government of the people, by the people and for the people has not 
perished from this earth. This is your victory. 

I know you didn't do this just to win an election, and I know you didn't do it for me. You 
did it because you understand the enormity of the task that lies ahead. For even as we 
celebrate tonight, we know the challenges that tomorrow will bring are the greatest of 
our lifetime — two wars, a planet in peril, the worst financial crisis in a century. Even as 
we stand here tonight, we know there are brave Americans waking up in the deserts of 
Iraq and the mountains of Afghanistan to risk their lives for us. There are mothers and 
fathers who will lie awake after their children fall asleep and wonder how they'll make 
the mortgage, or pay their doctor's bills, or save enough for college. There is new energy 
to harness and new jobs to be created; new schools to build and threats to meet and 
alliances to repair. 

The road ahead will be long. Our climb will be steep. We may not get there in one year, 
or even one term, but America — I have never been more hopeful than I am tonight that 
we will get there. I promise you: We as a people will get there.  



There will be setbacks and false starts. There are many who won't agree with every 
decision or policy I make as president, and we know that government can't solve every 
problem. But I will always be honest with you about the challenges we face. I will listen 
to you, especially when we disagree. And, above all, I will ask you join in the work of 
remaking this nation the only way it's been done in America for 221 years — block by 
block, brick by brick, callused hand by callused hand. 

What began 21 months ago in the depths of winter must not end on this autumn night. 
This victory alone is not the change we seek — it is only the chance for us to make that 
change. And that cannot happen if we go back to the way things were. It cannot happen 
without you.  

So let us summon a new spirit of patriotism; of service and responsibility where each of 
us resolves to pitch in and work harder and look after not only ourselves, but each other. 
Let us remember that if this financial crisis taught us anything, it's that we cannot have 
a thriving Wall Street while Main Street suffers. In this country, we rise or fall as one 
nation — as one people.  

Let us resist the temptation to fall back on the same partisanship and pettiness and 
immaturity that has poisoned our politics for so long. Let us remember that it was a man 
from this state who first carried the banner of the Republican Party to the White House 
— a party founded on the values of self-reliance, individual liberty and national unity. 
Those are values we all share, and while the Democratic Party has won a great victory 
tonight, we do so with a measure of humility and determination to heal the divides that 
have held back our progress. 

As Lincoln said to a nation far more divided than ours, "We are not enemies, but 
friends... Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection." 
And, to those Americans whose support I have yet to earn, I may not have won your 
vote, but I hear your voices, I need your help, and I will be your president, too. 

And to all those watching tonight from beyond our shores, from parliaments and palaces 
to those who are huddled around radios in the forgotten corners of our world — our 
stories are singular, but our destiny is shared, and a new dawn of American leadership is 
at hand. To those who would tear this world down: We will defeat you. To those who 
seek peace and security: We support you. And to all those who have wondered if 
America's beacon still burns as bright: Tonight, we proved once more that the true 
strength of our nation comes not from the might of our arms or the scale of our wealth, 
but from the enduring power of our ideals: democracy, liberty, opportunity and 
unyielding hope. 



For that is the true genius of America — that America can change. Our union can be 
perfected. And what we have already achieved gives us hope for what we can and must 
achieve tomorrow. 

This election had many firsts and many stories that will be told for generations. But one 
that's on my mind tonight is about a woman who cast her ballot in Atlanta. She's a lot 
like the millions of others who stood in line to make their voice heard in this election, 
except for one thing: Ann Nixon Cooper is 106 years old.  

She was born just a generation past slavery; a time when there were no cars on the road 
or planes in the sky; when someone like her couldn't vote for two reasons — because she 
was a woman and because of the color of her skin.  

And tonight, I think about all that she's seen throughout her century in America — the 
heartache and the hope; the struggle and the progress; the times we were told that we 
can't and the people who pressed on with that American creed: Yes, we can.  

At a time when women's voices were silenced and their hopes dismissed, she lived to see 
them stand up and speak out and reach for the ballot. Yes, we can.  

When there was despair in the Dust Bowl and depression across the land, she saw a 
nation conquer fear itself with a New Deal, new jobs and a new sense of common 
purpose. Yes, we can.  

When the bombs fell on our harbor and tyranny threatened the world, she was there to 
witness a generation rise to greatness and a democracy was saved. Yes, we can.  

She was there for the buses in Montgomery, the hoses in Birmingham, a bridge in Selma 
and a preacher from Atlanta who told a people that "We Shall Overcome." Yes, we can. 

A man touched down on the moon, a wall came down in Berlin, a world was connected 
by our own science and imagination. And this year, in this election, she touched her 
finger to a screen and cast her vote, because after 106 years in America, through the best 
of times and the darkest of hours, she knows how America can change. Yes, we can.  

America, we have come so far. We have seen so much. But there is so much more to do. 
So tonight, let us ask ourselves: If our children should live to see the next century; if my 
daughters should be so lucky to live as long as Ann Nixon Cooper, what change will they 
see? What progress will we have made?  

This is our chance to answer that call. This is our moment. This is our time — to put our 
people back to work and open doors of opportunity for our kids; to restore prosperity 



and promote the cause of peace; to reclaim the American Dream and reaffirm that 
fundamental truth that out of many, we are one; that while we breathe, we hope, and 
where we are met with cynicism, and doubt, and those who tell us that we can't, we will 
respond with that timeless creed that sums up the spirit of a people: Yes, we can. 

Thank you, God bless you, and may God bless the United States of America. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



President Obama endorses Hilary 
Clinton as Democrat Candidate 

 
July 27, 2016 

 

President Barack Obama took the stage at the Democratic National Convention 

in Philadelphia, highlighting Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton’s 

qualifications for office, laid out his own record and attacked Republican 

nominee Donald Trump. 

Hello, America. 

Twelve years ago tonight, I addressed this convention for the very first 

time. 

You met my two little girls, Malia and Sasha – now two amazing young 

women who just fill me with pride. You fell for my brilliant wife and 

partner Michelle, who’s made me a better father and a better man; who’s 

gone on to inspire our nation as First Lady; and who somehow hasn’t aged a 

day. 

I know the same can’t be said for me. My girls remind me all the time. Wow, 

you’ve changed so much, daddy. 

And it’s true – I was so young that first time in Boston. Maybe a little 

nervous addressing such a big crowd. But I was filled with faith; faith in 

America – the generous, bighearted, hopeful country that made my story – 

indeed, all of our stories – possible. 



A lot’s happened over the years. And while this nation has been tested by 

war and recession and all manner of challenge – I stand before you again 

tonight, after almost two terms as your President, to tell you I am even 

more optimistic about the future of America. 

How could I not be – after all we’ve achieved together? 

After the worst recession in 80 years, we’ve fought our way back. We’ve 

seen deficits come down, 401(k)s recover, an auto industry set new records, 

unemployment reach eight-year lows, and our businesses create 15 million 

new jobs. 

After a century of trying, we declared that health care in America is not a 

privilege for a few, but a right for everybody. After decades of talk, we 

finally began to wean ourselves off foreign oil, and doubled our production 

of clean energy. 

We brought more of our troops home to their families, and delivered justice 

to Osama bin Laden. Through diplomacy, we shut down Iran’s nuclear 

weapons program, opened up a new chapter with the people of Cuba, and 

brought nearly 200 nations together around a climate agreement that could 

save this planet for our kids. 

We put policies in place to help students with loans; protect consumers 

from fraud; and cut veteran homelessness almost in half. And through 

countless acts of quiet courage, America learned that love has no limits, 

and marriage equality is now a reality across the land. 

By so many measures, our country is stronger and more prosperous than it 

was when we started. 



And through every victory and every setback, I’ve insisted that change is 

never easy, and never quick; that we wouldn’t meet all of our challenges in 

one term, or one presidency, or even in one lifetime. 

So tonight, I’m here to tell you that yes, we still have more work to do. 

More work to do for every American still in need of a good job or a raise, 

paid leave or a decent retirement; for every child who needs a sturdier 

ladder out of poverty or a world-class education; for everyone who hasn’t 

yet felt the progress of these past seven and a half years. We need to keep 

making our streets safer and our criminal justice system fairer; our 

homeland more secure, and our world more peaceful and sustainable for 

the next generation. We’re not done perfecting our union, or living up to 

our founding creed – that all of us are created equal and free in the eyes of 

God. 

That work involves a big choice this November. Fair to say, this is not your 

typical election. It’s not just a choice between parties or policies; the usual 

debates between left and right. This is a more fundamental choice – about 

who we are as a people, and whether we stay true to this great American 

experiment in self-government. 

Look, we Democrats have always had plenty of differences with the 

Republican Party, and there’s nothing wrong with that; it’s precisely this 

contest of ideas that pushes our country forward. 

But what we heard in Cleveland last week wasn’t particularly Republican – 

and it sure wasn’t conservative. What we heard was a deeply pessimistic 

vision of a country where we turn against each other, and turn away from 

the rest of the world. There were no serious solutions to pressing problems 

– just the fanning of resentment, and blame, and anger, and hate. 



And that is not the America I know. 

The America I know is full of courage, and optimism, and ingenuity. The 

America I know is decent and generous. Sure, we have real anxieties – 

about paying the bills, protecting our kids, caring for a sick parent. We get 

frustrated with political gridlock, worry about racial divisions; are shocked 

and saddened by the madness of Orlando or Nice. There are pockets of 

America that never recovered from factory closures; men who took pride in 

hard work and providing for their families who now feel forgotten; parents 

who wonder whether their kids will have the same opportunities we had. 

All that is real. We’re challenged to do better; to be better. But as I’ve 

traveled this country, through all fifty states; as I’ve rejoiced with you and 

mourned with you, what I’ve also seen, more than anything, is what is right 

with America. I see people working hard and starting businesses; people 

teaching kids and serving our country. I see engineers inventing stuff, and 

doctors coming up with new cures. I see a younger generation full of energy 

and new ideas, not constrained by what is, ready to seize what ought to be. 

Most of all, I see Americans of every party, every background, every faith 

who believe that we are stronger together – black, white, Latino, Asian, 

Native American; young and old; gay, straight, men, women, folks with 

disabilities, all pledging allegiance, under the same proud flag, to this big, 

bold country that we love. 

That’s the America I know. And there is only one candidate in this race who 

believes in that future, and has devoted her life to it; a mother and 

grandmother who’d do anything to help our children thrive; a leader with 

real plans to break down barriers, blast through glass ceilings, and widen 



the circle of opportunity to every single American – the next President of 

the United States, Hillary Clinton. 

Now, eight years ago, Hillary and I were rivals for the Democratic 

nomination. We battled for a year and a half. Let me tell you, it was tough, 

because Hillary’s tough. Every time I thought I might have that race won, 

Hillary just came back stronger. 

But after it was all over, I asked Hillary to join my team. She was a little 

surprised, but ultimately said yes – because she knew that what was at 

stake was bigger than either of us. And for four years, I had a front-row seat 

to her intelligence, her judgment, and her discipline. I came to realize that 

her unbelievable work ethic wasn’t for praise or attention – that she was in 

this for everyone who needs a champion. I understood that after all these 

years, she has never forgotten just who she’s fighting for. 

Hillary’s still got the tenacity she had as a young woman working at the 

Children’s Defense Fund, going door to door to ultimately make sure kids 

with disabilities could get a quality education. 

She’s still got the heart she showed as our First Lady, working with 

Congress to help push through a Children’s Health Insurance Program that 

to this day protects millions of kids. 

She’s still seared with the memory of every American she met who lost 

loved ones on 9/11, which is why, as a Senator from New York, she fought 

so hard for funding to help first responders; why, as Secretary of State, she 

sat with me in the Situation Room and forcefully argued in favor of the 

mission that took out bin Laden. 



You know, nothing truly prepares you for the demands of the Oval Office. 

Until you’ve sat at that desk, you don’t know what it’s like to manage a 

global crisis, or send young people to war. But Hillary’s been in the room; 

she’s been part of those decisions. She knows what’s at stake in the 

decisions our government makes for the working family, the senior citizen, 

the small business owner, the soldier, and the veteran. Even in the middle 

of crisis, she listens to people, and keeps her cool, and treats everybody 

with respect. And no matter how daunting the odds; no matter how much 

people try to knock her down, she never, ever quits. 

That’s the Hillary I know. That’s the Hillary I’ve come to admire. And that’s 

why I can say with confidence there has never been a man or a woman more 

qualified than Hillary Clinton to serve as President of the United States of 

America. 

And, by the way, in case you were wondering about her judgment, look at 

her choice of running mate. Tim Kaine is as good a man, as humble and 

committed a public servant, as anyone I know. He will be a great Vice 

President, and he’ll make Hillary a better President. Just like my dear friend 

and brother Joe Biden has made me a better President. 

Now, Hillary has real plans to address the concerns she’s heard from you on 

the campaign trail. She’s got specific ideas to invest in new jobs, to help 

workers share in their company’s profits, to help put kids in preschool, and 

put students through college without taking on a ton of debt. That’s what 

leaders do. 

And then there’s Donald Trump. He’s not really a plans guy. Not really a 

facts guy, either. He calls himself a business guy, which is true, but I have 

to say, I know plenty of businessmen and women who’ve achieved success 



without leaving a trail of lawsuits, and unpaid workers, and people feeling 

like they got cheated. 

Does anyone really believe that a guy who’s spent his 70 years on this Earth 

showing no regard for working people is suddenly going to be your 

champion? Your voice? If so, you should vote for him. But if you’re 

someone who’s truly concerned about paying your bills, and seeing the 

economy grow, and creating more opportunity for everybody, then the 

choice isn’t even close. If you want someone with a lifelong track record of 

fighting for higher wages, better benefits, a fairer tax code, a bigger voice 

for workers, and stronger regulations on Wall Street, then you should vote 

for Hillary Clinton. 

And if you’re concerned about who’s going to keep you and your family safe 

in a dangerous world – well, the choice is even clearer. Hillary Clinton is 

respected around the world not just by leaders, but by the people they 

serve. She’s worked closely with our intelligence teams, our diplomats, our 

military. And she has the judgment, the experience, and the temperament 

to meet the threat from terrorism. It’s not new to her. Our troops have 

pounded ISIL without mercy, taking out leaders, taking back territory. I 

know Hillary won’t relent until ISIL is destroyed. She’ll finish the job – and 

she’ll do it without resorting to torture, or banning entire religions from 

entering our country. She is fit to be the next Commander-in-Chief. 

Meanwhile, Donald Trump calls our military a disaster. Apparently, he 

doesn’t know the men and women who make up the strongest fighting force 

the world has ever known. He suggests America is weak. He must not hear 

the billions of men, women, and children, from the Baltics to Burma, who 

still look to America to be the light of freedom, dignity, and human rights. 

He cozies up to Putin, praises Saddam Hussein, and tells the NATO allies 



that stood by our side after 9/11 that they have to pay up if they want our 

protection. Well, America’s promises do not come with a price tag. We 

meet our commitments. And that’s one reason why almost every country on 

Earth sees America as stronger and more respected today than they did 

eight years ago. 

America is already great. America is already strong. And I promise you, our 

strength, our greatness, does not depend on Donald Trump. 

In fact, it doesn’t depend on any one person. And that, in the end, may be 

the biggest difference in this election – the meaning of our democracy. 

Ronald Reagan called America “a shining city on a hill.” Donald Trump 

calls it “a divided crime scene” that only he can fix. It doesn’t matter to 

him that illegal immigration and the crime rate are as low as they’ve been 

in decades, because he’s not offering any real solutions to those issues. 

He’s just offering slogans, and he’s offering fear. He’s betting that if he 

scares enough people, he might score just enough votes to win this 

election. 

That is another bet that Donald Trump will lose. Because he’s selling the 

American people short. We are not a fragile or frightful people. Our power 

doesn’t come from some self-declared savior promising that he alone can 

restore order. We don’t look to be ruled. Our power comes from those 

immortal declarations first put to paper right here in Philadelphia all those 

years ago; We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 

equal; that together, We, the People, can form a more perfect union. 

That’s who we are. That’s our birthright – the capacity to shape our own 

destiny. That’s what drove patriots to choose revolution over tyranny and 



our GIs to liberate a continent. It’s what gave women the courage to reach 

for the ballot, and marchers to cross a bridge in Selma, and workers to 

organize and fight for better wages. 

America has never been about what one person says he’ll do for us. It’s 

always been about what can be achieved by us, together, through the hard, 

slow, sometimes frustrating, but ultimately enduring work of self-

government. 

And that’s what Hillary Clinton understands. She knows that this is a big, 

diverse country, and that most issues are rarely black and white. That even 

when you’re 100 percent right, getting things done requires compromise. 

That democracy doesn’t work if we constantly demonize each other. She 

knows that for progress to happen, we have to listen to each other, see 

ourselves in each other, fight for our principles but also fight to find 

common ground, no matter how elusive that may seem. 

Hillary knows we can work through racial divides in this country when we 

realize the worry black parents feel when their son leaves the house isn’t so 

different than what a brave cop’s family feels when he puts on the blue and 

goes to work; that we can honor police and treat every community fairly. 

She knows that acknowledging problems that have festered for decades 

isn’t making race relations worse – it’s creating the possibility for people of 

good will to join and make things better. 

Hillary knows we can insist on a lawful and orderly immigration system 

while still seeing striving students and their toiling parents as loving 

families, not criminals or rapists; families that came here for the same 

reasons our forebears came – to work, and study, and make a better life, in 

a place where we can talk and worship and love as we please. She knows 



their dream is quintessentially American, and the American Dream is 

something no wall will ever contain. 

It can be frustrating, this business of democracy. Trust me, I know. Hillary 

knows, too. When the other side refuses to compromise, progress can stall. 

Supporters can grow impatient, and worry that you’re not trying hard 

enough; that you’ve maybe sold out. 

But I promise you, when we keep at it; when we change enough minds; 

when we deliver enough votes, then progress does happen. Just ask the 

twenty million more people who have health care today. Just ask the 

Marine who proudly serves his country without hiding the husband he 

loves. Democracy works, but we gotta want it – not just during an election 

year, but all the days in between. 

So if you agree that there’s too much inequality in our economy, and too 

much money in our politics, we all need to be as vocal and as organized and 

as persistent as Bernie Sanders’ supporters have been. We all need to get 

out and vote for Democrats up and down the ticket, and then hold them 

accountable until they get the job done. 

If you want more justice in the justice system, then we’ve all got to vote – 

not just for a President, but for mayors, and sheriffs, and state’s attorneys, 

and state legislators. And we’ve got to work with police and protesters until 

laws and practices are changed. 

If you want to fight climate change, we’ve got to engage not only young 

people on college campuses, but reach out to the coal miner who’s worried 

about taking care of his family, the single mom worried about gas prices. 



If you want to protect our kids and our cops from gun violence, we’ve got to 

get the vast majority of Americans, including gun owners, who agree on 

background checks to be just as vocal and determined as the gun lobby that 

blocks change through every funeral we hold. That’s how change will 

happen. 

Look, Hillary’s got her share of critics. She’s been caricatured by the right 

and by some folks on the left; accused of everything you can imagine – and 

some things you can’t. But she knows that’s what happens when you’re 

under a microscope for 40 years. She knows she’s made mistakes, just like I 

have; just like we all do. That’s what happens when we try. That’s what 

happens when you’re the kind of citizen Teddy Roosevelt once described – 

not the timid souls who criticize from the sidelines, but someone “who is 

actually in the arena…who strives valiantly; who errs…[but] who at the best 

knows in the end the triumph of high achievement.” 

Hillary Clinton is that woman in the arena. She’s been there for us – even if 

we haven’t always noticed. And if you’re serious about our democracy, you 

can’t afford to stay home just because she might not align with you on 

every issue. You’ve got to get in the arena with her, because democracy 

isn’t a spectator sport. America isn’t about “yes he will.” It’s about “yes we 

can.” And we’re going to carry Hillary to victory this fall, because that’s 

what the moment demands. 

You know, there’s been a lot of talk in this campaign about what America’s 

lost – people who tell us that our way of life is being undermined by 

pernicious changes and dark forces beyond our control. They tell voters 

there’s a “real America” out there that must be restored. This isn’t an idea 

that started with Donald Trump. It’s been peddled by politicians for a long 

time – probably from the start of our Republic. 



And it’s got me thinking about the story I told you twelve years ago 

tonight, about my Kansas grandparents and the things they taught me 

when I was growing up. They came from the heartland; their ancestors 

began settling there about 200 years ago. They were Scotch-Irish mostly, 

farmers, teachers, ranch hands, pharmacists, oil rig workers. Hardy, small 

town folks. Some were Democrats, but a lot of them were Republicans. My 

grandparents explained that they didn’t like show-offs. They didn’t admire 

braggarts or bullies. They didn’t respect mean-spiritedness, or folks who 

were always looking for shortcuts in life. Instead, they valued traits like 

honesty and hard work. Kindness and courtesy. Humility; responsibility; 

helping each other out. 

That’s what they believed in. True things. Things that last. The things we 

try to teach our kids. 

And what my grandparents understood was that these values weren’t 

limited to Kansas. They weren’t limited to small towns. These values could 

travel to Hawaii; even the other side of the world, where my mother would 

end up working to help poor women get a better life. They knew these 

values weren’t reserved for one race; they could be passed down to a half-

Kenyan grandson, or a half-Asian granddaughter; in fact, they were the 

same values Michelle’s parents, the descendants of slaves, taught their own 

kids living in a bungalow on the South Side of Chicago. They knew these 

values were exactly what drew immigrants here, and they believed that the 

children of those immigrants were just as American as their own, whether 

they wore a cowboy hat or a yarmulke; a baseball cap or a hijab. 

America has changed over the years. But these values my grandparents 

taught me – they haven’t gone anywhere. They’re as strong as ever; still 

cherished by people of every party, every race, and every faith. They live on 



in each of us. What makes us American, what makes us patriots, is what’s in 

here. That’s what matters. That’s why we can take the food and music and 

holidays and styles of other countries, and blend it into something uniquely 

our own. That’s why we can attract strivers and entrepreneurs from around 

the globe to build new factories and create new industries here. That’s why 

our military can look the way it does, every shade of humanity, forged into 

common service. That’s why anyone who threatens our values, whether 

fascists or communists or jihadists or homegrown demagogues, will always 

fail in the end. 

That’s America. Those bonds of affection; that common creed. We don’t 

fear the future; we shape it, embrace it, as one people, stronger together 

than we are on our own. That’s what Hillary Clinton understands – this 

fighter, this stateswoman, this mother and grandmother, this public 

servant, this patriot – that’s the America she’s fighting for. 

And that’s why I have confidence, as I leave this stage tonight, that the 

Democratic Party is in good hands. My time in this office hasn’t fixed 

everything; as much as we’ve done, there’s still so much I want to do. But 

for all the tough lessons I’ve had to learn; for all the places I’ve fallen 

short; I’ve told Hillary, and I’ll tell you what’s picked me back up, every 

single time. 

It’s been you. The American people. 

It’s the letter I keep on my wall from a survivor in Ohio who twice almost 

lost everything to cancer, but urged me to keep fighting for health care 

reform, even when the battle seemed lost. Do not quit. 



It’s the painting I keep in my private office, a big-eyed, green owl, made by 

a seven year-old girl who was taken from us in Newtown, given to me by 

her parents so I wouldn’t forget – a reminder of all the parents who have 

turned their grief into action. 

It’s the small business owner in Colorado who cut most of his own salary so 

he wouldn’t have to lay off any of his workers in the recession – because, 

he said, “that wouldn’t have been in the spirit of America.” 

It’s the conservative in Texas who said he disagreed with me on everything, 

but appreciated that, like him, I try to be a good dad. 

It’s the courage of the young soldier from Arizona who nearly died on the 

battlefield in Afghanistan, but who’s learned to speak and walk again – and 

earlier this year, stepped through the door of the Oval Office on his own 

power, to salute and shake my hand. 

It’s every American who believed we could change this country for the 

better, so many of you who’d never been involved in politics, who picked up 

phones, and hit the streets, and used the internet in amazing new ways to 

make change happen. You are the best organizers on the planet, and I’m so 

proud of all the change you’ve made possible. 

Time and again, you’ve picked me up. I hope, sometimes, I picked you up, 

too. Tonight, I ask you to do for Hillary Clinton what you did for me. I ask 

you to carry her the same way you carried me. Because you’re who I was 

talking about twelve years ago, when I talked about hope – it’s been you 

who’ve fueled my dogged faith in our future, even when the odds are great; 

even when the road is long. Hope in the face of difficulty; hope in the face 

of uncertainty; the audacity of hope! 



America, you have vindicated that hope these past eight years. And now I’m 

ready to pass the baton and do my part as a private citizen. This year, in 

this election, I’m asking you to join me – to reject cynicism, reject fear, to 

summon what’s best in us; to elect Hillary Clinton as the next President of 

the United States, and show the world we still believe in the promise of this 

great nation. 

Thank you for this incredible journey. Let’s keep it going. God bless the 

United States of America. 
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Five Techniques That Made Michelle Obama's Speech 

Emotionally Appealing 
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Michelle Obama’s speech at the Democratic National Convention is earning high marks for its 
“emotion.” The word—“emotional”—appears in about half a million links to articles about the 
speech. There are several ways that speakers can incorporate emotion into their presentation, and 
Michelle Obama used every one of them. 

The speech is short. It’s very hard to transfer emotion in lengthy speeches or presentations 
because people get bored and tune out. Michelle Obama’s speech is only 14 minutes, which is an 
ideal amount of time to transfer emotion to an audience without overstaying your welcome. 
There’s a reason why some of the most famous speeches in history fall within the 15- to 20-
minute range. TED Talks, for example, are 18 minutes. TED organizers found that 18 minutes is 
an appropriate time to get your point across without putting people to sleep. 

The speech is easy to read and easy to deliver. Michelle Obama’s speech has a readability 
score of 83.6, which means the sentences are short, the words are simple and it’s written in 
conversational English. 

The speech is personalized with stories. Storytelling is the best rhetorical tool we have to make 
an emotional connection with one another. Michelle Obama told several personal stories about 
her husband, the democratic nominee Hillary Clinton, and her daughters. For example, 



During our time in the White House, we’ve had the joy of watching them grow from bubbly little 
girls into poised young women -– a journey that started soon after we arrived in Washington, 
when they set off for their first day at their new school. I will never forget that winter morning as 
I watched our girls, just seven and 10 years old, pile into those black SUVs with all those big 
men with guns. And I saw their little faces pressed up against the window, and the only thing I 
could think was, “What have we done?” See, because at that moment, I realized that our time in 
the White House would form the foundation for who they would become, and how well we 
managed this experience could truly make or break them.” 

The speech has time-tested rhetorical devices. My favorite speech tool is called "anaphora," 
the repetition of the same word in successive sentences. It makes words easy on the ear. Michelle 
Obama used the device several times. For example, 

I trust Hillary to lead this country because I’ve seen her lifelong devotion to our nation’s children 
–- not just her own daughter, who she has raised to perfection but every child who needs a 
champion: Kids who take the long way to school to avoid the gangs. Kids who wonder how 
they’ll ever afford college. Kids whose parents don’t speak a word of English but dream of a 
better life. Kids who look to us to determine who and what they can be.” 

When I think about the kind of President that I want for my girls and all our children, that’s what 
I want. I want someone with the proven strength to persevere… I want a President with a record 
of public service… And as my daughters prepare to set out into the world, I wanta leader who is 
worthy of that truth, a leader who is worthy of my girls’ promise and all our kids’ promise.” 

The speech is delivered passionately. At the 11:30 mark in the speech Michelle Obama is 
clearly moved (and chokes back tears) when she delivers the paragraph that received the loudest 
applause. In the following sentences she brings it all together—story, rhetorical devices, simple 
and emotional word choices, and a passionate delivery: 

“That is the story of this country, the story that has brought me to this stage tonight, the story of 
generations of people who felt the lash of bondage, the shame of servitude, the sting of 
segregation, but who kept on striving and hoping and doing what needed to be done, so that 
today, I wake up every morning in a house that was built by slaves and I watch my daughters – 
two beautiful, intelligent, black young women – playing with their dogs on the White House 
lawn. And because of Hillary Clinton, my daughters – and all our sons and daughters – now take 
for granted that a woman can be President of the United States.” 

Michelle Obama deserves the kudos she’s receiving for the speech. It was nicely constructed and 
powerfully delivered. Emotion doesn’t just happen in a speech; there’s a structure behind it. 
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