
- Analyse how Hendrix’s voice and use of language presents opinions in this 
interview. 

Jimi Hendrix, in his own words: 'I dig Strauss and 
Wagner – those cats are good' 

 
Jimi Hendrix was a private man, but a new collection of interviews, thoughts and diaries gives a 
unique insight into his mind. Here he talks about arriving in London, stage fright, racism and the 
plans he had for the future. 

Music makes me high onstage, and 
that's the truth. It's almost like being 
addicted to music. You see, onstage I 
forget everything, even the pain. Look 
at my thumb – how ugly it's become. 
While I'm playing I don't think about 
it. I just lay out there and jam. You get 
into such a pitch sometimes that you 
go up into another thing. You don't 
forget about the audience, but you 
forget about all the paranoia, that 
thing where you're saying: "Oh gosh, 
I'm onstage – what am I going to do 
now?" Then you go into this other 
thing, and it turns out to be almost like 
a play in certain ways. I have to hold 
myself back sometimes because I get 
so excited – no, not excited, involved. 

When I was in Britain I used to think 
about America every day. I'm 
American. I wanted people here to see 

me. I also wanted to see whether we could make it back here. And we made it, man, because we 
did our own thing, and it really was our own thing and nobody else's. We had our beautiful rock-
blues-country-funky-freaky sound, and it was really turning people on. I felt like we were 
turning the whole world on to this new thing, the best, most lovely new thing. So I decided to 
destroy my guitar at the end of the song as a sacrifice. You sacrifice things you love. I love my 
guitar. 

Race isn't a problem in my world. I don't look at things in terms of races. I look at things in 
terms of people. I'm not thinking about black people or white people. I'm thinking about the 
obsolete and the new. There's no colour part now, no black and white. The frustrations and riots 
going on today are all about more personal things. Everybody has wars within themselves, so 
they form different things, and it comes out as a war against other people. They get justified as 
they justify others in their attempts to get personal freedom. That's all it is. 

 
 

Jimi Hendrix: 'Music makes me high onstage, and that's the truth.  
It's almost like being addicted to music. You see, onstage I forget 
everything, even the pain'. Hendrix, photographed in 1967. 



It isn't that I'm not relating to the Black Panthers1. I naturally feel a part of what they're doing, 
in certain respects. Somebody has to make a move, and we're the ones hurting most as far as 
peace of mind and living are concerned. But I'm not for the aggression or violence or whatever 
you want to call it. I'm not for guerrilla warfare. Not frustrated things like throwing little cocktail 
bottles here and there or breaking up a store window. That's nothing. Especially in your own 
neighbourhood. 

I don't feel hate for anybody, because that's nothing but taking two steps back. You have to relax 
and wait to go by the psychological feeling. Other people have no legs or no eyesight or have 
fought in wars. You should feel sorry for them and think what part of their personality they have 
lost. It's good when you start adding up universal thoughts. It's good for that second. If you start 
thinking negative it switches to bitterness, aggression, hatred. All those are things that we have 
to wipe away from the face of the earth before we can live in harmony. And the other people 
have to realise this, too, or else they're going to be fighting for the rest of their lives. 

I hope at least to give the ones struggling courage through my songs. I experience different 
things, go through the hang-ups myself, and what I find out I try to pass on to other people 
through music. There's this song I'm writing now that's dedicated to the Black Panthers, not 
pertaining to race, but to the symbolism of what's happening today. They should only be a 
symbol to the establishment's eyes. It should only be a legendary thing. 

My initial success was a step in the right direction, but it was only a step. Now I plan to get into 
many other things… I want to be part of a big new musical expansion. That's why I have to find a 
new outlet for my music. We are going to stand still for a while and gather everything we've 
learned musically in the last 30 years, and we are going to blend all the ideas that worked into a 
new form of classical music. It's going to be something that will open up a new sense in people's 
minds. 

I dig Strauss2 and Wagner3, those cats are good, and I think they are going to form the 
background of my music. Floating in the sky above it will be the blues – I've still got plenty of 
blues – and then there will be western sky music and these will be mixed together to form one. 
And with this music we will paint pictures of earth and space, so that the listener can be taken 
somewhere. You have to give people something to dream on. 

- This	is	an	edited	excerpt	from	Starting at Zero: His Own Story	(published	by	
Bloomsbury	Press	in	2013)	a	collection	of	materials	written	and	recorded	before	
Hendrix’s	death	in	1969. 

 
1 A civil rights group active in America from 1966 – 1982.  
2 Georg Strauss was a leading German composer of the later Romantic and early modern period, a successor to 
Wagner. 
3 Richard Wagner was a German composer whose operas and music had a profound influence on the course of 
Western music.  


