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Context / Timeline 
 
J u l y  2 0 1 6  

 
Meghan and Harry are introduced to one another by a mutual friend 
 

N o v  2 0 1 6  
 

Rumours that Meghan and Harry are dating hit the headlines and the 
couple are spotted out together for the first time, on holiday and 
eating in London. 
 

25 Sept 2017 

 
 

Meghan and Harry are officially pictured together at the Invictus 
Games in Ontario, a cause close to the Prince's heart which honours 
former servicemen and women through sport. 
 

O c t  2 0 1 7  
 

For the first time, Meghan goes on record while speaking to Vanity 
Fair and discusses the ups and downs that accompany dating a royal. 
"It has its challenges, and it comes in waves—some days it can feel 
more challenging than others," she said. 
 

2 7  N o v  
2 0 1 7  

 

Their engagement is announced! The joyous news was broken by 
Kensington Palace on social media, with a statement reading: "His 
Royal Highness Prince Henry of Wales and Ms. Meghan Markle are 
engaged to be married. The Prince of Wales made this announcement 
this morning: His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales is delighted to 
announce the engagement of Prince Harry to Ms. Meghan Markle." 
 

1  D e c  
2 0 1 7  

 

The newly engaged couple make their first royal-approved 
appearance together when they drop into a Terrence Higgins Trust 
World AIDS Day charity fair in Nottingham. Crowds of people line the 
streets to catch a glimpse of them and offer up their congratulations. 
 

May 2018 
 

The nation (and let's be honest, the rest of the world too) gears up for 
the royal wedding, set to take place on the 19th. 
 

19 May 2018 
 

Ms Markle offically becomes Mrs Prince Harry (and the Duchess of 
Sussex)! 
 

1 5  O c t  
2 0 1 8  
 
 

This was a very busy month for the two - as not only did they 
announce that they're expecting a child together, they embarked on a 
tour of Australasia together. 



April 2019 
 

Ahead of the birth of their first child, Meghan and Harry move 
into Frogmore Cottage in Windsor, situated in the grounds 
of Frogmore House (the venue that hosted their wedding reception). 
 

6 May 2019 
 

 

Archie Harrison Mountbatten-Windsor makes his way into the world at 
5:26AM the Portland Hospital. 
 

Summer of 
2019 

 

Archie is christened but his godparents remain a secret and Meghan 
and Harry are criticised for flying in a private jet to go on holiday in 
France. 
 

23 
September 
to 2 October 
2019 

 

The couple head back on tour, this time around Africa. It's during this 
series of engagements that they are followed by a documentary crew. 
 
 

20 October 
2019 

 

The documentary Harry & Meghan: An African Journey airs, featuring 
*that* now well-known moment when Meghan confesses that she's 
not "okay" and looks visibly emotional. Speculation surrounding 
whether or not the couple will look to break away from the monarchy 
ramps up.  
 
 

December 
2019 

 

Meghan and Harry fly out to Canada for Christmas, missing out on 
lunch and celebrations with the rest of the family at Buckingham 
Palace. 
 

8 January 
2020 

 

A post to their official Instagram account, @SussexRoyal, explains 
that after months of deliberation the couple will be "stepping back as 
'senior' members of the Royal Family" and becoming "financially 
independent". 
 

9 March 
2020 

 

Meghan and Harry still had a few final duties to carry out – one of 
which was attending a ceremony for Commonwealth Day in London. 
Here, they were photographed with Prince William and Kate 
Middleton in an official capacity for the final time. They completed 
their last royal engagement on 9 March, flew back to LA and signed off 
on 30 March. 
 



11 August 
2020 

 

Causing quite the stir, an unauthorised book about Meghan and 
Harry's relationship, Finding Freedom, is published.  
 

2 September 
2020 

 

News breaks that the Duke and Duchess of Sussex have signed a mega 
deal with Netfix, thus enabling them to pay back the cost of 
renovations to Frogmore Cottage and cement themselves as being 
financially independent from the monarchy and UK taxpayers.  
 

25 
November 
2020 

 

Meghan writes a brave essay for the New York Times, titled 'The 
Losses We Share,' revealing that she suffered a miscarriage earlier on 
in the year. Baby loss awareness charity Tommy's praise her for 
helping to start conversations around a taboo subject. 
 

14 February 
2021 

 

The Sussexes announce that Meghan is pregnant! A spokesperson 
shares the happy news in a statement reading: "We can confirm that 
Archie is going to be a big brother. The Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
are overjoyed to be expecting their second child." 

 
 

7 March 
2021 

 

Meghan and Harry's tell-all interview with Oprah Winfrey airs in the 
US (and is shown in the UK the following day). During they candid 
conversation, the Duchess bravely opened up about how her mental 
health suffered during her pregnancy with Archie and claimed she 
attempted to seek help and support through the Palace, only to be told 
none was available to her. She also said there were conversations 
about Archie's skin tone. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



'HARRY LOVES HER'  

Royal Family’s ex-butler 
confirms Prince Harry is 
besotted with Meghan Markle, 
and says she could be ‘The One’ 
 
Ex-butler Grant Harrold says the Queen and Prince Charles will 
be ecstatic about the match 
 

YASMIN JEFFERY 6 Nov 2016 

THE ROYAL Family’s former butler has confirmed Prince Harry is in love 
with new flame Meghan Markle. 

Grant Harrold also said the Royal 
Family approves of the union between 
the Prince and the US actress. 

According to Harrold, both the Queen 
and Prince Charles will be overjoyed 
by the romance, though he admitted 
the 35-year-old divorcée would “have 
to change her behaviour” to fit the 
Royal Family’s strict rules. 

In an interview with the Daily Mirror, 
Harrold, 38, said: “Harry loves her and 
she loves him. “And that will be what 
matters in the eyes of the Queen and 
Prince Charles. 

“I don’t see any reason 
why Meghan couldn’t be The One." 



The former butler, who was 
one of the first members of the 
royal household to meet Kate 
Middleton, said: “The Royal 
Family are a very modern 
family. 

“Her past will not count against 
her.” 

Prince Harry, 32, is reportedly 
head over heels for the actress 
after meeting her in Los 
Angeles in July this year. 

The lovebirds are said to have 
spent his 32nd birthday 
together in Balmoral, Scotland, 
in September, where Markle 
had the chance to meet Prince 
Charles, who was reportedly 
“charmed” by the star. 

Harrold said: “Charles would 
have made her feel very 
welcome, like any father, 
and the Queen is wonderful at 
making people feel relaxed 
and comfortable. 

He explained: “If it does eventually turn into wedding bells she will have to be 
more careful about what she does, how she behaves, what she wears.” 

If she were to continue working, the actress would be expected to stay far 
away from on-screen nudity – something she has embraced in the past. 

But, Harrold said, “Giving up your day job for royal duties is very normal. It’s a 
full-time job and people forget that.” 

 

 

 



PRINCESS PUSHY  

Prince Harry’s new flame Meghan 
Markle is ‘a social climber’ who ‘is 
not fit to be royal’ – according to 
her own SISTER 
 
Samantha Markle slams her half-sister actress as 'shallow' and 
'a social climber' who shunned her family once making it in 
Hollywood 
 
James Beal / Emily Andrews / HUGO DANIEL 1 Nov 2016  

PRINCE Harry’s new girlfriend is a pushy diva who is not fit to be a 
member of the Royal Family, her sister has told The Sun. 

 

 



Samantha Markle, 51, described actress 
sister Meghan, 35, as a shallow social 
climber who loved watching him and 
brother William on TV — but 
preferred Harry as she has a “soft spot for 
gingers”. 

The ex-model said Meghan Markle’s 
ultimate ambition has always been to be a 
princess but added: “Her behaviour is 
certainly not befitting of a Royal 
Family member.” 

Samantha last night told of her upbringing 
with Meghan and confirmed she has been 
dating Harry for three months. 

But she blasted Meghan, who stars in US 
legal drama Suits, saying she is driven by 
“social climbing”. 

Last night, when asked about her future, 
Meghan did not mention Harry, but said: "My cup runneth over and I'm the 
luckiest girl in the world." 

Ex-actress Samantha has barely spoken to her sister since she was 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 2008. 

She said: “Hollywood has changed her. I think her ambition is to become a 
princess.” 

Mum-of-three Samantha, 51, added: “It was something she dreamed of as a 
girl when we watched the royals on TV. 

"She always preferred Harry — she has a soft spot for gingers.” 

Samantha, who shared intimate family snaps of Meghan with The Sun, 
including one of her as a beaming toddler, said they were very close as kids. 
She says Meghan, 35, would call her for advice but added: “Over the years 
she would call me. We were not close but we stayed in contact. I didn’t feel a 
separation from her until I was in the wheelchair. The more high profile she 
became, she never mentioned me.” 



Meghan married LA film producer Trevor Engelson in 2011 but the marriage 
crumbled just two years later.The Sun revealed yesterday how Harry pursued 
Meghan by text after they met in her home city of Toronto in May. 

Samantha said: “Several months ago there was some suggestion she was 
involved with someone very high profile. "My father has known for five 
months. When it came out, dad said: ‘I knew it was Harry, I just didn’t say 
anything’.” 

Last night it was claimed that dad Tom filed for bankruptcy in June just as 
Meghan, who yesterday posted a cryptic pic of two cuddling bananas, started 
dating the prince. The TV star also teased fans with an Instagram picture of a 
classic English teapot - shaped like one of the Prince's beloved elephants. 

Radar Online reported that both Samantha and her father have been hurt by 
Miss Markle's 'lack of emotional and financial support' since she became 
famous. 

Samantha, who lives in Florida, told the US website site: "The royal family 
would be appalled by what she’s done to her own family. The truth would kill 
her relationship with Prince Harry." 

  

              



'I KNEW THE FIRST MOMENT I MET HER'  

Prince Harry knew Meghan Markle 
was ‘The One’ as happy couple 
reveal engagement ring in official 
photocall 
 
The smitten royal has popped the question with a ring he 
designed himself following a whirlwind romance with the 
actress 
Holly Christodoulou / Amanda Devlin 27 Nov 2017 

MEGHAN Markle showed off her sparkling engagement ring as her 
fiancé Prince Harry revealed he knew she was The One “the very first 
time we met". 

The smitten royal designed Meghan's 
ring himself with two diamonds belonging 
to his late mother Diana, Princess of 
Wales. 

The Suits star stroked Harry's arm as 
they walked hand in hand for their first 
appearance in public since the 
announcement of their engagement. 

Standing in The Sunken Garden at 
Kensington Palace, the happy couple 
beamed in front of the world's press 
gathered outside. 

Wearing a white coat by Canadian brand 
Line the Label and a dress by 
PAROSH, Meghan said she was "so 
very happy, thank you" to be engaged to 
Harry. 



The prince said he was "thrilled, over the moon" adding: "Very glad it's not 
raining as well." 

He said the details of his proposal would "come later", but admitted it had 
been very romantic. The couple were smiling and giggling throughout their 
appearance. 

Kensington Palace said the prince designed Meghan's engagement ring 
himself - using two stones which belong to his late mum, in the year of the 
20th anniversary of her death. The two outside stones are diamonds from the 
personal collection of Diana, Princess of Wales. At the centre is a diamond 
from Botswana, a country that holds special significance for Harry who has 
visited many times since he was a child. It is also a place the couple has 
spent time together over the last year and a half, Kensington Palace said. 

American actress Meghan will live with Prince Harry in Nottingham Cottage at 
Kensington Palace once they are wed next year. 

Announcing their engagement earlier today, a palace spokesman said: "His 
Royal Highness The Prince of Wales is delighted to announce the 
engagement of Prince Harry to Ms Meghan Markle. "The wedding will take 
place in Spring 2018. Further details about the wedding day will be 
announced in due course." 

Prince Harry asked Meghan's parents for their blessing to marry daughter 
Meghan before secretly popping the question earlier this month. Thomas 
Markle and Doria Ragland said they are "incredibly happy" with the couple's 
engagement, saying: "We wish them a lifetime of happiness." They added: 
"Our daughter has always been a kind and loving person. To see her union 
with Harry, who shares the same qualities, is a source of great joy for us as 
parents." 

Under strict royal protocol, the Prince also asked the Queen for permission to 
marry the divorced actress. In a statement, she and the Duke of Edinburgh 
today announced they "are delighted for the couple and wish them every 
happiness". Harry's dad, Prince Charles said he was "thrilled" and "very happy 
indeed" as news of the engagement broke. Beaming from ear to ear during a 
visit to Poundbury in Dorset this morning, he said: "We're thrilled. We're both 
thrilled. We hope they'll be very happy indeed." 

His son is expected to receive the title Duke of Sussex, while Meghan will 
become a duchess. The newly engaged pair, who have been dating since the 
summer of 2016, will appear in a television interview tonight by the BBC's 
Mishal Husain. 



It's believed Prince Harry got down on one knee with a special ring fashioned 
out of diamonds that were once worn by Princess Diana. Despite being 
married before, Meghan can still have a church wedding with her Prince - 
although details of the wedding day are yet to be released. 

Rumours have been rife ever since 
Meghan, 36, was said to have 
pulled out of Thanksgiving 
celebrations in Los Angeles to be 
in London. The divorcee travelled 
to the UK last Saturday after a 
small leaving party in her native 
Canada and was seen shopping in 
the capital earlier this week. She 
was also believed to have moved 
her beloved pet dogs - Labrador 
shepherd cross Bogart and beagle 
Guy - to Britain. 

The brunette beauty, who snapped 
up the world's most eligible 
bachelor, is notably different from 

Harry's blonde exes who include a Burberry model, an X Factor singer and a 
Strictly Come Dancing starlet. The 36-year-old philanthropist was born and 
raised in California, but has recently been living in Toronto, Canada, where 
Suits is filmed. She got hitched to Trevor Engelson in Jamaica in 2011, but the 
pair went their separate ways two short years later. 

Meghan has been rumoured to be quitting her TV role to move to the UK ever 
since she was pictured canoodling with Harry, 33, at the Invictus Games in 
Canada in September. The loved-up pair first met last year after being 
introduced by mutual pals but only announced they were together in 
November. They were then spotted hand-in-hand for the first time while out on 
a date in London. At the time, pals said actress Meghan had “virtually moved 
in” to Harry’s cottage at Kensington Palace with the couple having been 
“inseparable” for weeks. 

On May 6 Meghan made her first public appearance as a royal girlfriend when 
she proudly watched Prince Harry playing polo in Berkshire. Then in 
September, the pair were pictured together in Toronto as they attended the 
Invictus Games with Meghan's mum Doria. Speculation was fuelled further 
in October when it was reported Harry had taken Meghan to Buckingham 
Palace for a meal with the Queen. 



Now the pair are engaged, Meghan will be given a royal title by Her Majesty 
but would not be addressed as Princess Meghan. To have princess as a title 
before your first name is an honour reserved for women who are born into the 
Royal Family - such as Princess Charlotte. Instead, the actress would be 
known as HRH Princess Henry of Wales. Harry will probably be bestowed a 
Dukedom when he ties the knot, with experts believing the couple would 
become the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. 

Actress Meghan's biggest role has been in the US TV show Suits, where she 
plays Rachel Zane. But like her fiance, she is committed to charity work and is 
the Global Ambassador for World Vision Canada and has been to Rwanda to 
promote the organisation's Clean Water Campaign. In 2011, she married 
Trevor Engelson, who owns a production company, but the pair split in 2013. 
She opened up about her romance with Harry in an interview with Vanity Fair 
where she said her relationship with the Prince was a "great love story". 

 



 

ANOTHER REASON TO LOVE MEGHAN  

Meghan Markle is a ‘true 
humanitarian’ claims charity she 
worked with in Rwanda and India 
 
Meghan volunteered with charity World Vision on trips to 
Rwanda and India 
Susannah Keogh 29 Nov 2017, 20:48 

A CHARITY campaigner who worked in India with Prince Harry's bride-
to-be Meghan Markle says the star is a "true humanitarian". 

Laura Dewar, of charity World Vision, travelled to India with former Suits 
actress Meghan in January to fight gender inequality and has heaped praise 
upon the star for her work in her role as a global ambassador. 

Describing the 35-year-old 
as "exceedingly genuine", 
Laura said: "She really 
genuinely connects with 
people. She's a very curious 
individual because she asks 
lots of questions. She was 
very supportive of the girls 
and very encouraging as 
they shared their stories.The 
word that keeps coming to 
mind is that she's 
exceedingly genuine." 

Meghan's work with World 
Vision started when she visited Rwanda in 2016 to help with a clean water 
campaign. On the trip to Delhi and Mumbai, she visited projects designed to 
remove barriers to education for girls. One project provided female pupils with 
separate wash-rooms while another gave girls bicycles to make getting to 
school easier when they often faced harassment during the long walk to get 
there. Meghan also visited girl empowerment groups, where youngsters are 



taught to speak up for one another if friends are taken out of school to be 
married, and where the young women are given self defence classes. 

But American 
Meghan's engagement to 
Prince Harry means she'll 
be giving up her charity 
work with World Vision to 
focus on her life with the 
royal family in the UK. 
Kensington Palace said on 
Tuesday that the American 
star would become a British 
citizen, and also would be 
focusing on her new life, 
rather than past charities. 
Harry's communications 
secretary Jason Knauf said: 
"She has made the decision 
that she wants to start with 
a clean slate and focus on 
the UK, and getting to know 
this country, and travelling 
around the 
Commonwealth." 
 
Laura paid tribute to Megan's work, saying she can't wait to see what the 
future holds for her and the prince. "When you first meet Meghan Markle what 
you're struck by is how very naturally beautiful she is. She's also remarkably 
approachable. She was very open to a conversation about the kinds of causes 
that moved her and that she would like to learn more about. We're deeply 
grateful for her contribution as a global ambassador for World Vision over the 
past two years. 

"I personally witnessed Meghan's passion to improve the lives of children, and 
know her heart to advocate for the rights of girls - to hear and amplify their 
important voices. She will undoubtedly bring vast energy to her charity work 
as a member of the royal family. We can't wait to see what the future holds for 
her and Prince Harry - a couple who clearly have a heart for social justice." 

Megan and Harry will marry in spring at St. George's chapel in Windsor 
Castle, the same church Harry was christened in. It is a more intimate 
surrounding for the ceremony than Westminster Abbey, where Prince William 
and the Duchess of Cambridge were married. 



MAJ RAPPED MEG  

The Queen warned Prince Harry 
over Meghan Markle’s ‘difficult’ 
behaviour after row over bride’s 
tiara for royal wedding 
 

Her Majesty stepped in after the couple were unhappy 
at being told 'difficult' Meg’s first choice was off limits 
 
Dan Wootton 9 Nov 2018. 
 

 
 

THE Queen warned Prince Harry over Meghan Markle’s behaviour and 
attitude before their wedding following a row over the bride’s tiara. 

The extraordinary intervention from the monarch came after tense 
negotiations over what Meghan could wear. 



She initially wanted a tiara that 
featured emeralds, according 
to royal sources. But the future 
Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
were unhappy when told her 
first choice was impossible, as 
no one knew exactly where it 
came from. 

A new book by reporter Robert 
Jobson reveals Harry told staff 
before the wedding: “What 
Meghan wants, Meghan gets.” 

But Meghan, 37, eventually wore a diamond and platinum headpiece which 
was chosen by the Queen. 

A well-placed royal insider said: “Meghan had her heart set on this tiara with 
emeralds and Prince Harry hit the roof when they were told it was impossible 
for her to wear it. 

“The provenance of the tiara could not be established. There were concerns it 
could have come from Russia originally. 

“There was a very heated exchange that prompted the Queen to speak to 
Harry. She said, ‘Meghan cannot have whatever she wants. She gets what 
tiara she’s given by me’. 

“The Queen also questioned why Meghan needed a veil for the wedding, 
given it was to be her second marriage. 

“The message from the Queen was very much Meghan needed to think about 
how she speaks to staff members and be careful to follow family protocols.” 

In an interview, Meghan said she chose the tiara she did wear after visiting 
Buckingham Palace with Harry, 34, to see the Queen and view the “options”. 

It has also emerged Meghan and Kate, the Duchess of Cambridge, 36, have 
clashed over the treatment of staff. 

The royal insider added: “Meghan can be difficult. 

“She has very high standards and is used to working in a Hollywood 
environment. 

 



ROYAL DIVA  

Meghan Markle branded ‘Duchess 
Difficult’ by palace insiders as 
‘string of demands’ take their toll 
 

The Duchess of Sussex's demands are becoming too 
much for aides, reports claim 
Holly Christodoulou 10 Dec 2018. 

MEGHAN Markle has been branded "Duchess Difficult" by Palace 
insiders as her demands become too much for aides, according to 
reports. 

The Duchess of Sussex has been at 
the centre of rumours about her 
"dictatorial" behaviour and 5am 
emails - with yet another aide 
quitting. 
 
Samantha Cohen, who has been 
nicknamed "Samantha the Panther" 
over her feisty attitude, will leave her 
role after the birth of Harry and 
Meghan's child in the spring. 

According to the Daily Express, 
Meghan has now been given the 
moniker "Duchess Difficult" by Royal 
insiders. 

It comes after the Sun revealed 
how the Duchess of Cambridge told 
Meghan not to berate members of 
her team after she "b****cked" a 
member of staff. 



The row, which has been denied by the Palace, came after we revealed 
Meghan made Kate cry over Princess Charlotte’s bridesmaid’s dress. 

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex have now decided they don't want to live in 
Kensington next to William and Kate and are instead planning a move to 
Frogmore Cottage in Windsor. 

A friend close to the couple has claimed that the decision to move may be 
because a rift is developing between the two couples. 

Meghan's PA also quit after rumours the royal's demands reduced her to 
tears. 

Melissa Toubati, 39,  sensationally resigned just six months after the royal 
wedding. 

The French assistant who played a "pivotal role in the success of the Royal 
Wedding" ditched the plum appointment after "putting up with a lot", a source 
revealed. 

The Sun exclusively revealed the Queen warned Prince Harry over Meghan 
Markle’s behaviour and attitude before their wedding. 

Meghan initially wanted a tiara that featured emeralds, according to royal 
sources. 

But the future Duke and Duchess of Sussex were unhappy when told her first 
choice was impossible, as no one knew exactly where it came from. 

 



'SHE'S DIFFICULT'  

Meghan Markle has a ‘dangerous 
level of self-belief’ and the palace 
‘didn’t know what to do’, author of 
new bio claims 
Julia Atherley 2 Oct 2020 

MEGHAN Markle has “a dangerous level of self-belief” and the Palace 
“don’t know what to do” with her, the author of an explosive new book 
about the Royal Family claimed today. 

Historian Robert Lacey, who is a consultant for Netflix’s The Crown, also said 
that Meghan is “difficult” and changed the monarchy’s policy of “sticking 
together”. 

His new book Battle of Brothers will 
shed light on the strained relationship 
between Prince William and Prince 
Harry in the lead up to, and following 
Megxit. 
 
Lacey told the Daily Mail: “What you’ve 
got to realise is that the whole strategy 
of the monarchy was based on them 
sticking together.  

“Meghan changed all that. She is 
difficult. She has an incredible and 
dangerous level of self-belief. But the 
Palace got this very wrong, as it 
always does with the second-born. 
They always treat the second-born 
badly, not to say cruelly. It happened 
with Princess Margaret. It happened 
with Prince Andrew. It’s the classic heir 
and the spare thing. They just don’t 



know what to do with the spare. 
And they certainly didn’t know 
what to do with the spare’s wife.” 

Lacey also claims that the 
Palace handled Meghan’s 
entrance into the Royal Family 
badly. He said: “There is only 
one self-made millionaire in 
the Royal Family and that is 
Meghan Markle.  

“If they had sat down with her at 
the start and said, ‘Let’s talk 
about the things you are 
interested in’, things might have been different. They just sent her off to watch 
the Queen opening the Mersey Bridge. There is nothing wrong with that, but 
they made the mistake of dealing with the spare’s wife thinking she was just a 
routine royal. She was never going to be a routine royal.” 

He added: “I don’t want to go too deeply into the race thing, because that is 
another minefield altogether, but with Meghan the Royal Family had a mixed-
race recruit, and for a monarchy that represents a mixed-race nation and a 
mixed-race commonwealth this was important.  

“Is it any wonder Barbados and Jamaica are now saying, ‘We are signing off. 
We can do without the Queen, thank you very much.’ To have failed to hold 
on to their mixed-race recruit was a mistake.” 

On Harry marrying Meghan, Lacey said the Duke found "a new destiny". He 
said: “He realised there was something rotten at the heart of royalness that is 
not for him.” Comparing Meghan’s plight to that of Princess Diana, he said: “In 
her own way Meghan walks through minefields like Diana did. Metaphorical 
minefields.”  

Esteemed historian Lacey claims to have sources very close to the royals – 
with his previous works including biographies of the Queen, Sir Walter Raleigh 
and Eileen Ford. When working on other books, he sent the Palace key 
chapters prior to publication - with Palace officials co-operating and senior 
courtiers even inviting him to tea, he claims.  

But draft pages of Battle of Brothers were sent back to him unread, which 
Lacey thinks shows “they took fright over the title, probably”. 



CLASH HARRY  

Prince Harry’s rift with William 
started when he ‘betrayed’ the 
Queen with Megxit announcement 
Matt Wilkinson 2 Oct 2020 

HARRY tore open a rift with William when he “betrayed” the Queen by 
announcing Megxit plans without consulting her. 

New book Battle of Brothers claims the relationship was “utterly broken” 
by Harry’s “disrespect” and the pair have barely spoken since. The rift could 
cause immense damage to the monarchy, says the author of the bombshell 
book. Robert Lacey believes their unique bond has been shattered by how the 
Sussexes went about Megxit. 

Senior members of the family saw it as a huge mark of disrespect that Harry 
rushed out his plans on his website and Instagram before agreeing it with the 
Queen. Sources say William was stunned at Harry’s decision to throw away 
his duty and service to the crown, and furious that the Queen had been 
backed into a corner. Lacey, author of Battle of Brothers, said: “Some say, 
‘Oh, it doesn’t matter. It will blow over’. But that’s not what historians will be 
saying in ten years’ time. If this breach between the brothers is not healed in 
some way it will come to stand with the 1936 Abdication crisis and the 1997 
death of Diana as one of the traumas that changed the monarchy.” 

 
Other claims in the book include: 

• Prince William refused to have lunch with the Queen and Prince Harry 
• Queen deliberately left Duke and Duchess of Sussex picture off the 

table during her Christmas speech 
• The Royal Family was left 'hopping mad' when the couple trademarked 

Sussex Royal 
• Palace insiders thought Meghan's ITV Africa interview was 'miserably 

self-indulgent' 

 
 



The author, who wrote 
a biography of the 
Queen in the 1970s 
titled Majesty, 
believes there is time 
to heal the rift but that 
the Palace “is not 
working in that 
direction”. 

The Sun can reveal 
that William and Harry 
have barely spoken in 
the past few months, 
other than to wish 
each other Happy 
Birthday. And sources 
fear little will be said 
at the unveiling of a statue to their mother Diana at Kensington Palace on 
what would have been her 60th birthday next July. A source said of the Megxit 
rift: “Harry hadn’t even had a meeting with the Queen to talk through their 
plans before announcing it to the world. The monarchy is an institution based 
on hierarchy and respect — something drummed into those boys growing up. 

“What Harry did drove a horse and cart through royal protocol — putting their 
plans on Instagram and their website first. There was a moment in January 
when it could have been sorted out amicably. But this was a betrayal of his 
grandmother that William has struggled to understand, and their relationship 
remains strained. William loves his brother deeply. This is why it is so hurtful 
to him.” 

The book details how the family were dismayed with Harry and Meghan’s 
attempts to cash in on their royal titles. And it will reveal how the Firm was 
“blindsided” by the Sussexes announcing they were suing newspapers while 
touring South Africa. Wills, 38, was distraught when they announced in 
January they were quitting for a life in Canada. 

Harry and Meghan had returned from a winter break on Vancouver Island 
wanting to sit down with senior royals to try to engineer their way out. The 
Queen sent back messages that the family could meet at the end of the 
month. But the Sussexes had not told any royals they were to release the 
information online when it dropped shortly after 6.30pm on January 8. 



They said: “After many months of reflection we have chosen to make a 
transition this year in starting to carve out a progressive new role within this 
institution. We intend to step back as ‘senior’ members of the Royal Family 
and work to become financially independent. We now plan to balance our time 
between the United Kingdom and North America, continuing to honour our 
duty to the Queen, the Commonwealth and our patronages.” 

'BLINDSIDED' 
An hour later Buckingham Palace replied: “Discussions with the Duke and 
Duchess are at an early stage. We understand the desire to take a different 
approach, but these are complicated issues that will take time to work 
through.” Dad Charles was described as “incandescent with rage” and William 
“blindsided”. 

Within two days Meghan had returned to Canada to be with baby Archie. 
Desperate to keep the couple onside for the monarchy’s sake, William offered 
to keep things civil. The Sandringham summit was arranged for Monday, 
January 13 where Harry would finally speak with the Queen, Charles, William, 
and their aides. Harry arrived first, driving into Sandringham at 11.20am. 
William arrived 15 minutes before the 2pm meeting, which was held in the 
palace’s Long Library — which used to be a bowling alley. 

At the 90-minute talks Harry’s demands were heard in private with only their 
aides at the table. Meghan was standing by in Vancouver for a video call 
which never came. When the princes left in separate cars shortly before 4pm 
few realised it would be one of the last times they were in the same room let 
alone speak to each other. 

A statement at 5pm from the Queen said they had “constructive discussions 
on the future of my grandson and his family”. It added: “My family and I are 
entirely supportive of their desire to create a new life. Although we would have 
preferred them to remain full-time working members of the Royal Family, we 
respect and understand their wish to live a more independent life while 
remaining a valued part of my family.” 

It was the last time Harry and William spoke at length as aides and courtiers 
were left to hammer out the finer points of the Megxit terms. Five days later on 
Saturday January 18, Buckingham Palace confirmed “Megxit”. The Queen 
said: “Following many months of conversations and more recent discussions, 
I’m pleased that together we have found a constructive and supportive way 
forward for my grandson and his family. Harry, Meghan and Archie will always 
be much loved members of my family.” 



Harry and Meghan’s statement, issued by the palace, said the couple were 
“grateful to Her Majesty and the Royal Family for their ongoing support as 
they embark on the next chapter of their lives”. They said they would not use 
their HRH titles as they are no longer working members of the Royal Family, 
and would pay the cost of refurbishing Frogmore Cottage, Windsor, which 
would remain their UK home. 

Within days Harry joined 
Meghan in Canada and did 
not speak with William for the 
next two months. When they 
both returned for “farewell” 
engagements in March there 
was no scheduled meeting 
with William and Kate. 

The formerly-tight “Fab Four” 
exchanged only brief nods of 
the head and mouthed ‘Hello’ 
at Westminster Abbey for 
Commonwealth Day Service 
on March 9. A source added: 

“The only time they saw each other was at the Abbey.” 

BARELY SPOKEN 
The rift has only worsened as William and Kate have been left carrying out 
royal engagements during the virus pandemic. Harry and Meghan have 
continued to make public announcements on their new life including their 
multi-million-pound Netflix deal. In August they revealed they had taken out a 
mortgage on a nine-bed house in Montecito, California. Days later the 
Sussexes said they would not be taking any more money from Charles. 

Early last month a statement through Buckingham Palace said the Sussexes 
had made a contribution that covered the necessary renovation costs of 
Frogmore Cottage. Insiders say the brothers have barely spoken since 
January, despite Charles falling ill with Covid-19, and his subsequent 
recovery. 

It is a remarkable split considering how close they were after losing Diana 
when they were just 12 and 15 years old. William once described their 
relationship as “uniquely bonded”. But speaking during an ITV documentary in 
Africa 12 months ago Harry revealed they were now on “different paths”. 

 



'HOSTAGE HARRY'  

Staff nicknamed Prince Harry ‘the 
Hostage’ ahead of wedding and 
Meghan Markle ‘wanted drama 
from start’, insiders claim 
Brittany Vonow 6 Mar 2021 

STAFF nicknamed Prince Harry "the Hostage" ahead of his wedding to 
Meghan Markle, insiders have claimed today. 

Claims have now surfaced the Duchess of Sussex was "constantly looking" 
for drama - despite palace insiders insisting they had bent over backwards to 
accommodate her. 

And the tensions between the couple 
and staff continued to bubble before 
the Duke of Sussex reportedly yelled 
"what Meghan wants, Meghan gets" 
in the lead up to their 2018 wedding 
ceremony. 

The Telegraph today reported Harry 
had been given the nickname "the 
hostage". The 36-year-old is claimed 
to have been left furious that the 
tiara Meghan had planned on 
wearing for the wedding could not be 
produced for an unscheduled hair 
appointment.The tiara clash with the 
Queen's closest aide Angela Kelly is 
said to have sparked words for Harry 

from the monarch herself. 

One source told The Telegraph: "Angela told Harry it was priceless and 
couldn't suddenly be handed over at short notice. "He was furious and 
shouted: 'What Meghan wants, Meghan gets.' Suffice to say it didn't go down 
too well." 



It was further claimed 
Meghan had been given 
first choice from the Crown 
Jewels - but that she had 
still been unhappy. The 
insider claimed: "They 
insisted that they had the 
same inflation-adjusted 
budget for the wedding as 
William and Kate – she got the choir she wanted, the dress, the carriage 
procession, the tiara – she got everything she wanted but it still wasn't 
enough. She was constantly looking for reasons to say she had been 
deprived. Also, she wanted drama from the very beginning." 

Harry and Meghan tied the knot at St George's Chapel at Windsor Castle in 
2018 - with Telegraph claiming the lead up to the wedding was "hugely 
stressful" for everyone involved. Just one report from the big day includes 
claims that the couple changed their song 12 times before they were happy 
with the arrangement of "Stand By Me". The couple were serenaded by Ben E 
Kings classic love song Stand By Me as they walked down the aisle together 
after tying the knot. 

The string of claims emerged this week as the couple get set to have their tell-
all interview with Oprah aired tomorrow. The Royal Family is braced for more 
bombshell claims in Monday's broadcast amid an escalating war of 
words. And aides said the Queen has not been given an advance copy of 
Harry and Meghan's chat with Oprah Winfrey - instead "everyone will watch at 
the same time". The Duchess of Sussex accused Buckingham Palace of 
spreading lies about her, plunging the the family into its worst crisis in 
decades. 

Senior Royals have reportedly urged for "calm amid the storm" ahead of the 
bombshell interview which will be aired this weekend. The interview, 
conducted by talk-show powerhouse Oprah Winfrey, will be aired on CBS in 
the US on Sunday night, and then in the UK on ITV on Monday. 

This week, reports were published claiming that Meghan had "bullied" several 
former staff members at Kensington Palace.  A source told The 
Times newspaper the Duchess of Sussex drove two personal assistants out of 
the household and undermined the confidence of a third.  

The Sun Online has approached the palace and Sussexes for comment. 



THE SUN SAYS  

Meghan and Prince Harry’s telly 
tirade was cruel and shifty — so  
much for their ‘compassion’ 
The Sun 8 Mar 2021 

 

Telly tirade was cruel and shifty 
SO much for their “compassion”. Harry and Meghan’s account of their 
alleged suffering in the Royal Family was cruel as well as self-pitying 
and unreliable. But it did the job they wanted. 

It won hearts among the more gullible of Americans while dragging the 
Royals through the dirt on a global stage. But this ancient institution has 
survived far, far greater blows than the jibes of a petulant prince and a one-
time actress. 



First, though, let The Sun be clear about our sympathy towards any mental 
health issues and suicidal thoughts Meghan endured as a new Royal. If she 
was deprived of help that was wrong. 

Why, though, would this not have made her warmer towards the similarly 
traumatised staff she is accused of bullying? If we are to blindly believe 
Meghan’s “truth”, as her celebrity friends recommend, why can we not give 
claims against her equal credence? 

Let us also assume that a senior Royal’s remark about the skin colour of her 
and Harry’s child was as nakedly racist as the prince led Meghan to believe. 
No couple should suffer that. 

But why did Harry trouble his apparently fragile and insecure wife with it? 

Meghan says this happened when she was pregnant. Harry says they were 
only just dating. Which will they settle on? 

Televised whinge 
Did they keep this incendiary charge vague and anonymous to make it 
impossible to counter? In doing so they have smeared Harry’s entire family. 
Exonerating the Queen and Philip merely amplifies the injustice to the others. 

As for the rest of their televised whinge, it was a mass of contradictions. 

They said they adore the Queen, then blowtorched the institution she has 
shaped and defended her entire life. 

Harry said he loved William to bits as Meghan tore into his wife. 

Meghan suggested, with staggering irresponsibility, that Archie was denied 
the title Prince because of racism. 

A minute’s Googling would have revealed the constitutional reality. But then 
she did no research into Royal life either. 

The couple insist the newspapers (which they don’t read) are racist. Why, 
then, did the Press devote joyful editions to her wedding? Later criticisms had 
nothing to do with race. 

The couple were furious to be cut off by Charles. But they had Harry’s huge 
inheritance from Diana and Meghan’s millions. 

Plus, they cashed in on their fame as soon as they hit LA. What possible 
money worries have they ever had? 



 

As for the privacy they are so keen to protect, they now spend their lives 
spilling secrets to friendly interviewers while serially invading the privacy of the 
Queen and others. The hypocrisy reeks.  

None of it is lost on Brits. Most are pro-Royal and hugely admire the Queen. 
Attack her and you attack our country. Meghan’s celeb-obsessed US fans 
must imagine she can “cancel” our monarchy. 

They are, like her, living in La-La Land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 
Source: https://www.theguardian.com/global/2020/jan/18/meghan-gets-more-than-twice-as-
many-negative-headlines-as-positive 
 

Meghan gets twice as many negative 
headlines as positive, analysis finds 
 
Guardian analysis appears to support claim Duchess of Sussex 
receives more critical treatment than Duchess of Cambridge 
 

 
When Harry and Meghan married, articles were more positive but the honeymoon 
period did not last. Photograph: Daniel Leal-Olivas/PA 
 
Pamela	Duncan and Polly Bindman 
Sat 18 Jan 2020  
 
The Duchess of Sussex gets more than twice as many negative headlines as 
positive ones, according to Guardian analysis of articles published between 
May 2018 and mid-January 2020. 
 



The analysis – which appears to support Meghan’s argument that she has 
faced highly critical treatment in the British press – found that of the 843 
articles in 14 print newspapers since mid-May 2018, 43% were negative. Just 
20% of the articles were positive, with the remaining 36% remaining neutral. 
Findings hinted that claims she receives significantly more critical treatment 
than the Duchess of Cambridge were correct. An equivalent search for 
headlines in which the Duchess of Cambridge was mentioned resulted in a 
fraction of the results but found that of just 144 headlines over the same time 
period, 45% of those about Kate were positive in tone, 47% neutral and just 
8% negative. 

The findings come as the couple plan their exit from the “senior” ranks of 
British royalty. Claims that their period of transition is soon to begin, backed 
by reports on Friday that staff at their Frogmore Cottage home were being 
reallocated. 
 

 



The statistical disparity in how the press treat the two duchesses echoes a 
Buzzfeed article which showed major differences in sentiment towards the two 
women on equivalent topics, ranging from their love for avocados to their 
tendency to put their hands on their bumps during pregnancy. It corroborates 
research by digital consumer intelligence company Brandwatch, which found 
that of 29,000 tabloid and broadsheet items online about the Duchess of 
Sussex in 2019, 21,000 were negative – or 72%. Meanwhile, just 4,300 of 
14,000 items referring to the Duchess of Cambridge were negative – 31%. 
A month-by-month breakdown shows that Meghan did receive more positive 
press than negative in May 2018 – the month she married Prince Harry – and 
in the month following. 
 
However, her honeymoon period in terms of press coverage was short lived: 
by July of the same year the proportion of articles that painted her in a 
negative light outstripped the positive. 

Negative spikes occurred on several occasions, particularly around the 
couple’s desire for privacy, especially their decision to keep details about their 
child’s birth and baptism private. This is when the couple were accused of 
wanting to have their “cake and eat it too”. 

A number of articles quoted sources claiming that Meghan was a “boastful”, 
“self-obsessed” celebrity who craved media attention, an accusation which 
intensified when she guest-edited an edition of British Vogue in September 
last year. 

A number of the pieces associate Meghan and her family with drugs and 
violence. These include articles that make claims about her nephew’s 
involvement with drugs, as well as claims that guests were given “party bags” 
of cannabis at Meghan’s first wedding. Past coverage of her family has 
associated Meghan’s birthplace, and mother’s home town, with gang violence. 

Other intense periods of negative press coverage included articles about the 
couple’s use of private jets and the duchess’s relationship with her father. The 
media returned to this topic time and again over the period covered by the 
analysis. Articles about her relationship with her father accounted for almost 
one third of the negative articles about the duchess. 


