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Contextual Information / Timeline  
 
 
Although Ann Telnaes has spent most of her life in the United States, she was born in Sweden. Her experience of living 
and working abroad, she says, has made her keenly aware of how other countries view the United States and has led her to 
consider foreign affairs issues from other nations’ perspectives. A member of the Cartoonists’ Rights Network since 2002, 
Telnaes has stated unequivocally how grateful she is for the freedom of expression that she exercises as a cartoonist in the 
U.S. 

In 2001 Ann Telnaes became the second woman ever to win the Pulitzer Prize for editorial cartooning. One of the few 
women in this highly competitive field, Telnaes creates some of today's boldest political cartoons. She works in a striking, 
streamlined style that enhances her incisive views on national and international issues, which often pertain to First 
Amendment issues such as civil and human rights. Telnaes is a freelancer whose award-winning cartoons appear regularly 
in the Chicago Tribune, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, New York Times, Austin American-Statesman, and other 
highly regarded newspapers. Her pointed commentary, wit, and elegant style appeal to these publications' millions of 
readers. 
 
In her drawings Telnaes consistently upholds the finest tradition of the “ungentlemanly art” of graphic satire, in that she 
forcefully addresses controversial, complicated subjects. She has produced a body of cartoons that spans a broad but 
distinctive spectrum of key issues and events that include the status of civil rights, the separation of church and state, the 
presidential election of 2000, the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, over-consumption, corporate scandals, the 
ongoing denial of basic rights to women in Africa and the Middle East, and the wars waged by the U.S. in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 



Telnaes won the Pulitzer Prize for a group of cartoons that focused mainly on the contentious presidential election of 
2000. Her other honors include Best Cartoonist at the Population Institute XVIIth Global Media Awards (1996) and Best 
Editorial Cartoonist at the Sixth Annual Environmental Media Awards (1996); the National Headliner Award for Editorial 
Cartoons (1997); and the Berryman Award for Editorial Cartooning from the National Press Foundation (2003). In 
addition to her cartoons syndicated by Tribune Media Services, Telnaes publishes a weekly “commentoon” in Women's 
eNews and is one of six women who contributes regularly to Six Chix, a comic strip distributed by King Features 
Syndicate. 
 



 
 

 Afghan Radicals 1996 
 
On September 27, 1996, radical Islamic rebels ousted the existing Afghan government. This Taliban regime immediately banned women and girls 

from work and school. Required to be accompanied by a male relative in public, women were also compelled to wear the burka—a garment that 

concealed them completely, shielding even their eyes with cloth mesh. “This was the first cartoon I ever did about the Taliban and their treatment 

of women,” Telnaes recalls. “I didn't even know they were Taliban—I just put 'Afghan Radicals,' a nice, all-purpose term. I thought, 'Let's have 
them pulling a roller over a face, so the woman disappears'.” 



 

You Kids Stop Fighting 1996 
 
One of the subjects that concerns Telnaes is “the availability of guns and violence in American society”—in particular children's access to 

weapons. This cartoon predates by three years the gun deaths of fifteen people, including the two teenage shooters, at Colorado's Columbine 

High School on April 20, 1999. 



 
 

Americans of the Decadence 1997 
 
Ann Telnaes comments pointedly on over-consumption in American society in a number of her cartoons. “You see it so much,” she says. “Just go 

down to your local Wal-Mart. Americans, in general, use a lot of stuff. Anyone that's done any traveling overseas knows how wasteful we are.” 

Telnaes's scene of twentieth-century excess lampoons American over-consumption. Slothful, overweight figures recline amid plentiful fast-food 

containers and multiple televisions in a pseudo-Roman setting. This image is a take-off on the famous painting The Romans of the 

Decadence (1847), by French painter Thomas Couture (1815-1879), which created a stir at the Paris Salon of 1847. 
of women,” Telnaes recalls. “I didn't even know they were Taliban—I just put 'Afghan Radicals,' a nice, all-purpose term. I thought, 'Let's have 

them pulling a roller over a face, so the woman disappears'.” 



 
 

We’re Dead Meat 2000 
 
President George W. Bush appointed Gale Norton, former Colorado attorney general, as Secretary of the Interior in December 2000. Norton was 

known to support Bush's proposal that a part of Alaska's National Wildlife Refuge be opened to drilling for oil. Critics charged that exploring for oil 

would damage the environment for animals, including caribou, which prefer to give birth in the area marked for drilling. 



 

 
 

 The President’s View of the World 2001 
 
On June 11, 2001, President George W. Bush embarked on his first notable international tour, hoping to improve public perceptions of himself at 

home and abroad. Criticism of his administration was widespread because of its seemingly indifferent, domineering, or arrogant attitude on a 

variety of foreign policy issues, including missile defense and the environment. Other countries viewed Bush as putting the United States at the 

center of the world. “I think this cartoon says pretty much what I still believe,” observes Telnaes. 



 
 

Women of Afghanistan 2001 
 
In the wake of the September 11, 2001, attacks on the United States, Telnaes asked Americans not to overlook the suffering of women in 

Afghanistan, who had endured severe restrictions since the Taliban took control of their country in 1996. In this cartoon she contrasts a famous 

World War II poster of Rosy the Riveter, which encouraged U.S. women's contributions to the war effort, with the Taliban's efforts to make their 

women invisible members of society. 



 
 

Aim Carefully Please 2001 
 
When this cartoon was drawn, U.S. forces were preparing to attack Afghanistan in the wake of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

Telnaes's cartoon addresses the particular vulnerability of Afghan women, whose movement and ability to be informed were severely limited. 
Telnaes comments, “At the time I was thinking, just be careful where you're aiming those bombs.” 



 
 

I Want Your Civil Liberties 2001 
 
On October 26, 2001, the U.S.A. Patriot Act was signed into law by President Bush, giving the federal government a wide range of new powers—

among them, increased wiretapping and electronic surveillance capabilities, greater access to previously private records, and the ability to detain 

immigrants without legal charges. Attorney General John Ashcroft, the driving force behind the act, claimed that it was necessary to combat 
terrorism. Others, however, argued that it threatened civil liberties. Telnaes's cartoon is a take-off on James Montgomery Flagg's famous World 

War I recruiting poster of Uncle Sam and plays off the strict Puritan culture of New England. 
 



 
 

Guide to Identifying People By Their Headgear 2001 
 
Balbir Singh Sodhi, a member of the Sikh religion, was killed at his Phoenix, Arizona, gas station on September 15, 2001, because he was 
mistaken for a Muslim. Singh, like other Sikhs, wore a turban and a beard, but was neither from the Middle East nor practiced Islam. In the wake of 

September 11, there were several attacks in the United States on people incorrectly perceived to be Middle Eastern. On September 26, President 

George W. Bush met with American Sikh and Muslim leaders and reminded Americans not to be prejudiced or intolerant. 



 
 

I See You’re Not Using Condoms 2002 
  

“One of my recurring themes is the issue about reproductive rights and the spread of AIDS in Africa,” says Telnaes, “but institutions like the 

Vatican don't condone condom use.” The Catholic Church insists that only abstinence will provide protection against HIV and AIDS and that the 
distribution of condoms encourages promiscuity. Although ample scientific evidence shows that correct use of condoms reduces one's risk of 

contracting HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases, the church continues to oppose their use. “I'm not talking about Catholicism, I'm talking 

about policies,” Telnaes explains. “There's a difference between religion, and religion and politics together.” 



 
 

Miss Sharia 2003 
 
The 52nd Miss World beauty pageant, set to be hosted by Nigeria on December 7, 2002, aroused immediate disapproval from conservative 
Muslims, who claimed that the contest promoted immorality. Several beauty pageant contestants also boycotted the event, protesting the harsh 

form of sharia law practiced in parts of Nigeria. Recent sharia court sentences included amputations of limbs as punishment for theft, and stoning 

of women who bore children outside marriage. A November 16 newspaper article about the competition sparked riots injuring more than 500 

people and killing more than 100, and the pageant was moved to London. Telnaes captures the intensity of cultural tensions at play in this cartoon 

of international beauty contestants, all drawn as elegant, long limbed, and perfectly proportioned figures—with one shocking exception. 



 
 

He Is A Brutal Dictator 2003 
 
President Bush accused Saddam Hussein of possessing weapons of mass destruction (WMD) in his 2003 State of the Union address. Saddam 

was painted as a dangerous dictator whose “sanity and restraint” could not be trusted. In the same speech, the behavior of Kim Jong II of North 

Korea was brushed over. Jong had controlled a Stalinist regime since 1994 and announced in October 2002 that his country was developing a 

nuclear arms program. In December 2002 United Nations inspectors were dismissed from the country, and withdrew North Korea from the Nuclear 
Non-proliferation Treaty. The North Korean leader appears persistently in the background of Telnaes's cartoon as Bush accuses Saddam—with 

less evidence—of similar actions. 



 
 

Network Sheep and War 2003 
 
Telnaes's cartoon criticizes televison network coverage during the war in Iraq. “All the major television media outlets—Fox, CNN, ABC, NBC, 

CBS—didn't do a lot of questioning about why we were really going to war,” she says. “They are now, some of them, but they should have done it 

before the fact. They have a responsibility to the American public. If you're a sheep, you just follow the herd without thinking.” 



 
 

Patriotic Surveillance 2003 
 
Telnaes drew this cartoon on the eve of Flag Day, a traditional celebration in the United States. In the post-September 11 United States, Telnaes's 

flag is surrounded by cameras, whose presence indicates the Bush Administration's preoccupation with surveillance, a practice being defended as 
patriotic even when it infringes on civil liberties. 



 
You Can See These Guys… 2003 

 
In this cartoon U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Vice-President Dick Cheney, President Bush, and Attorney General John Ashcroft 

appear patriotically swathed in the American flag. The Bush administration had publicly extolled the success of the Afghanistan and Iraq invasions, 

but Rumsfeld revealed more realistic sentiments in an October 16 memo leaked to USA Today in which he asked, “Are we winning or losing the 

Global War on Terror?” Because of this memo and a policy that strictly banned media coverage of dead American soldiers returning to the U.S., 

the administration was suspected of manipulating public opinion. Nearly 350 military personnel had died in the Iraq conflict by October 23, 2003. 



 

 
Ban Signing Ceremony 2003 

 
On November 5, 2003, President George W. Bush signed into law a ban on partial-birth abortion. This rarely used procedure is performed in 

pregnancies that have advanced beyond eighteen to twenty weeks. The smiling men who surrounded the president as he signed the bill included 

Jerry Falwell, Attorney General John Ashcroft, and Senator George Allen. No women appeared in the widely distributed photograph of the signing. 
“The situation is so absurd that you don't have to do much,” says Telnaes. “You're just showing what everyone who looks at the photo is thinking.” 
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Ann Telnaes Wins Big! 
By: | December 2, 2003 

(WOMENSENEWS)–We just received this wonderful news and hope you are as excited as we are! 

The National Press Foundation announced this week that Women’s eNews cartoonist Ann Telnaes 
has been named the Berryman Cartoonist of the Year 2003, one of the most prestigious awards for 
editorial cartoonists. Telnaes draws a Commentoon for Women’s eNews each week that is one of the 
site’s most popular features. 

Bob Meyers, president of the National Press Foundation, said judges admired Telnaes’ ability to 
make sharp points on a wide variety of topics. “We thought her drawings were spare but elegant 
almost in a magazine style. Her breast implant cartoon was a wonderfully simple intersection of good 
artwork and strong opinions.” 

Sandy Johnson, Washington bureau chief for the Associated Press, was chair of the committee that 
selected Telnaes to receive this recognition. 



Others whose achievements will be recognized at the foundation’s Feb. 19 award dinner are: Sandra 
Mims Rowe, editor of The Oregonian in Portland, to be given the George Beveridge Editor of the Year 
Award; Candy Crowley of CNN and John Cochran of Congressional Quarterly, to be given the Everett 
McKinley Dirksen Awards for Distinguished Coverage of Congress; Benjamin C. Bradlee, former 
executive editor of The Washington Post and currently the paper’s editor at large, to be given the 
W.M. Kiplinger Distinguished Contributions to Journalism Award; and Anthony Marro, the retired 
editor of Newsday, to be given the Chairman’s Citation for Overall Excellence in Journalism. 

Established in 1975, the National Press Foundation is one of the nation’s leading independent, 
nonprofit organizations dedicated to the professional development of working journalists. The 
foundation provides scholarships for journalists to attend seminars at the Wharton School of 
Business and administers other awards and endowments. 
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Source: https://www.amazon.com/Humors-Edge-Cartoons-Ann-Telnaes/ 

Editorial Reviews 
 
From Publishers Weekly 
Telnaes won a Pulitzer Prize in 2001, and this fine collection of her syndicated political cartoons shows it was certainly justified. Her 
cartoons go beyond the usual easy labels and apples-in-a-barrel caricatures to take on issues with grace and wit. The work, which is being 

published in conjunction with a Library of Congress exhibition of Telnaes's work, falls on the liberal side of the fence. Telnaes's critiques of 
George W. Bush are scathing, but lack the shrill hysteria that can infect political cartoons on both sides of the party divide. To accentuate 

the plight of Afghan women, Telnaes shows a group of them chained to a bomb labeled "Taliban Regime" as they admonish readers to 
"Aim carefully, please." Another cartoon is silent, with only a flagpole festooned with surveillance cameras to carry its firm message. 

Telnaes's solid concepts are helped along by an artistic clarity: she has an unusually clean, expressive line, which harks back to her 
cartoon heroes Robert Osborn and Saul Steinberg. By their nature, political cartoons are dated, and collections even more so, but 
Telnaes's art holds up. This handsome volume also includes an in-depth interview with Telnaes and examples of her rough sketches. 

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
From the Inside Flap 
Welcome to the third millennium, as seen through the eyes of Ann Telnaes, the second woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for editorial 
cartooning. Her witty, bold, and visually striking cartoons appeal to millions of newspaper and online readers across the country and around 

the world. Telnaes� work exemplifies the finest tradition of the "ungentlemanly" art of editorial cartooning�she comments with a critical, 
humorous, and fearless honesty on current events as varied as the 2000 presidential election, terrorist attacks and war, and threats to 

freedom of expression, civil liberties, and international women�s rights. Whether dissenting or affirming, exposing hypocrisy or celebrating 
human resilience, Telnaes brings a refreshing and original spirit to the art of cartooning and sheds a distinctive light on contemporary 
issues. 


