
Nelson Mandela Speeches 

(1964 – 2004) 
 

 

 

 

Body of Work 
 

(Can be used for Independent Oral Presentation or HL Essay)   

 
 



Contextual Information / Timeline  
 

Education 
 
Rolihlahla Mandela was born into the Madiba clan in the village of Mvezo, in the Eastern Cape, 
on 18 July 1918. His mother was Nonqaphi Nosekeni and his father was Nkosi Mphakanyiswa 
Gadla Mandela, principal counsellor to the Acting King of the Thembu people, Jongintaba 
Dalindyebo. In 1930, when he was 12 years old, his father died and the young Rolihlahla 
became a ward of Jongintaba at the Great Place in Mqhekezweni1. 

Hearing the elders’ stories of his ancestors’ valour during the wars of resistance, he dreamed 
also of making his own contribution to the freedom struggle of his people. 

He attended primary school in Qunu where his teacher, Miss Mdingane, gave him the name 
Nelson, in accordance with the custom of giving all schoolchildren “Christian” names. Mandela 
studied for a Bachelor of Arts degree at the University College of Fort Hare but did not complete 
the degree there as he was expelled for joining in a student protest. 

On his return to the Great Place at Mqhekezweni the King was furious and said if he didn’t 
return to Fort Hare he would arrange wives for him and his cousin Justice. He ran away to 
Johannesburg instead, arriving there in 1941.  

By his own admission he was a poor student and left the university in 1952 without graduating. 
He only started studying again through the University of London after his imprisonment in 1962 
but also did not complete that degree. 

In 1989, while in the last months of his imprisonment, he obtained an LLB through the University 
of South Africa. He graduated in absentia at a ceremony in Cape Town. 

Politics 
Mandela, while increasingly politically involved from 1942, only joined the African National 
Congress in 1944 when he helped to form the ANC Youth League (ANCYL). 

In 1944 he married Walter Sisulu’s cousin, Evelyn Mase, a nurse. They had two sons, Madiba 
Thembekile "Thembi" and Makgatho, and two daughters both called Makaziwe, the first of 
whom died in infancy. He and his wife divorced in 1958. 

Mandela rose through the ranks of the ANCYL and through its efforts, the ANC adopted a more 
radical mass-based policy, the Programme of Action, in 1949. 

In 1952 he was chosen as the National Volunteer-in-Chief of the Defiance Campaign with 
Maulvi Cachalia as his deputy. This campaign of civil disobedience against six unjust laws was 
a joint programme between the ANC and the South African Indian Congress. He and 19 others 



were charged under the Suppression of Communism Act for their part in the campaign and 
sentenced to nine months of hard labour, suspended for two years. 

A two-year diploma in law on top of his BA allowed Mandela to practise law, and in August 1952 
he and Oliver Tambo established South Africa’s first black law firm, Mandela & Tambo. At the 
end of 1952 he was banned for the first time. As a ‘restricted person’ he was only permitted to 
watch in secret as the Freedom Charter was adopted in Kliptown on 26 June 1955. 

Treason 
Mandela was arrested in a countrywide police swoop on 5 December 1956, which led to the 
1956 Treason Trial. Men and women of all races found themselves in the dock in the marathon 
trial that only ended when the last 28 accused, including Mandela, were acquitted on 29 March 
1961. 

On 21 March 1960 police killed 69 unarmed people in a protest in Sharpeville against the pass 
laws. This led to the country’s first state of emergency and the banning of the ANC and the Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC) on 8 April. Mandela and his colleagues in the Treason Trial were 
among thousands detained during the state of emergency. 

During the trial Mandela married a social worker, Winnie Madikizela, on 14 June 1958. They 
had two daughters, Zenani and Zindziswa. The couple divorced in 1996. 

Days before the end of the Treason Trial, Mandela travelled to Pietermaritzburg to speak at the 
All-in Africa Conference, which resolved that he should write to Prime Minister Verwoerd 
requesting a national convention on a non-racial constitution, and to warn that should he not 
agree there would be a national strike against South Africa becoming a republic. After he and 
his colleagues were acquitted in the Treason Trial, Mandela went underground and began 
planning a national strike for 29, 30 and 31 March. 

In the face of massive mobilisation of state security the strike was called off early. In June 1961 
he was asked to lead the armed struggle and helped to establish Umkhonto weSizwe (Spear of 
the Nation), which launched on 16 December 1961 with a series of explosions. 

Prison 
On 11 January 1962, using the adopted name David Motsamayi, Mandela secretly left South 
Africa. He travelled around Africa and visited England to gain support for the armed struggle. He 
received military training in Morocco and Ethiopia and returned to South Africa in July 1962. He 
was arrested in a police roadblock outside Howick on 5 August while returning from KwaZulu-
Natal, where he had briefed ANC President Chief Albert Luthuli about his trip. 

He was charged with leaving the country without a permit and inciting workers to strike. He was 
convicted and sentenced to five years' imprisonment, which he began serving at the Pretoria 
Local Prison. On 27 May 1963 he was transferred to Robben Island and returned to Pretoria on 



12 June. Within a month police raided Liliesleaf, a secret hideout in Rivonia, Johannesburg, 
used by ANC and Communist Party activists, and several of his comrades were arrested. 

On 9 October 1963 Mandela joined 10 others on trial for sabotage in what became known as 
the Rivonia Trial. While facing the death penalty his words to the court at the end of his famous 
"Speech from the Dock" on 20 April 1964 became immortalised: 

“I have fought against white domination, and I have fought against black domination. I 
have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live 
together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live for 
and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.” 

 
On 11 June 1964 Mandela and seven other accused, Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Govan 
Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba, Denis Goldberg, Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew Mlangeni, were 
convicted and the next day were sentenced to life imprisonment. Goldberg was sent to Pretoria 
Prison because he was white, while the others went to Robben Island. 

Mandela’s mother died in 1968 and his eldest son, Thembi, in 1969. He was not allowed to 
attend their funerals. 

On 31 March 1982 Mandela was transferred to Pollsmoor Prison in Cape Town with Sisulu, 
Mhlaba and Mlangeni. Kathrada joined them in October. When he returned to the prison in 
November 1985 after prostate surgery, Mandela was held alone. Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee 
visited him in hospital. Later Mandela initiated talks about an ultimate meeting between the 
apartheid government and the ANC. 

Release 
On 12 August 1988 he was taken to hospital where he was diagnosed with tuberculosis. After 
more than three months in two hospitals he was transferred on 7 December 1988 to a house at 
Victor Verster Prison near Paarl where he spent his last 14 months of imprisonment. He was 
released from its gates on Sunday 11 February 1990, nine days after the unbanning of the ANC 
and the PAC and nearly four months after the release of his remaining Rivonia comrades. 
Throughout his imprisonment he had rejected at least three conditional offers of release. 

Mandela immersed himself in official talks to end white minority rule and in 1991 was elected 
ANC President to replace his ailing friend, Oliver Tambo. In 1993 he and President FW de Klerk 
jointly won the Nobel Peace Prize and on 27 April 1994 he voted for the first time in his life. 

President 
On 10 May 1994 he was inaugurated as South Africa’s first democratically elected President. 
On his 80th birthday in 1998 he married Graça Machel, his third wife. 



True to his promise, Mandela stepped down in 1999 after one term as President. He continued 
to work with the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund he set up in 1995 and established the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation and The Mandela Rhodes Foundation. 

In April 2007 his grandson, Mandla Mandela, was installed as head of the Mvezo Traditional 
Council at a ceremony at the Mvezo Great Place. 

Nelson Mandela never wavered in his devotion to democracy, equality and learning. Despite 
terrible provocation, he never answered racism with racism. His life is an inspiration to all who 
are oppressed and deprived; and to all who are opposed to oppression and deprivation. 

He died at his home in Johannesburg on 5 December 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I AM PREPARED TO DIE 
Nelson Mandela | 20 April 1964 

In my youth in the Transkei I listened to the elders of my tribe telling stories of the old days. 
Amongst the tales they related to me were those of wars fought by our ancestors in defence of 
the fatherland. The names of Dingane and Bambata, Moshoeshoe and Sekhukhuni, were 
praised as the glory of the entire African nation. I hoped then that life might offer me the 
opportunity to serve my people and make my own humble contribution to their freedom 
struggle. This is what has motivated me in all that I have done.  

Having said this, I must deal immediately with the question of violence. I do not deny that I 
planned sabotage. I did not plan it in a spirit of recklessness, nor because I have any love of 
violence. I planned it as a result of a calm and sober assessment of the political situation that 
had arisen after many years of tyranny, exploitation, and oppression of my people by the 
Whites.  

I, and the others who started the organization, did so for two reasons. Firstly, we believed that 
as a result of Government policy, violence by the African people had become inevitable, and 
that unless responsible leadership was given to canalize and control the feelings of our people, 
there would be outbreaks of terrorism which would produce an intensity of bitterness and 
hostility between the various races of this country which is not produced even by war. 
Secondly, we felt that without violence there would be no way open to the African people to 
succeed in their struggle against the principle of white supremacy. All lawful modes of 
expressing opposition to this principle had been closed by legislation, and we were placed in a 
position in which we had either to accept a permanent state of inferiority, or to defy the 
Government. We chose to defy the law. We first broke the law in a way which avoided any 
recourse to violence; when this form was legislated against, and then the Government resorted 
to a show of force to crush opposition to its policies, only then did we decide to answer 
violence with violence.  

But the violence which we chose to adopt was not terrorism. We who formed Umkhonto we 
Sizwe were all members of the African National Congress, and had behind us the ANC tradition 
of non-violence and negotiation as a means of solving political disputes. We believe that South 
Africa belongs to all the people who live in it, and not to one group, be it black or white. We did 
not want an interracial war, and tried to avoid it to the last minute. Already scores of Africans 
had died as a result of racial friction.  



South Africa is the richest country in Africa, and could be one of the richest countries in the 
world. But it is a land of extremes and remarkable contrasts. The whites enjoy what may well 
be the highest standard of living in the world, whilst Africans live in poverty and misery. 30% 
are labourers, labour tenants, and squatters on white farms and work and live under conditions 
similar to those of the serfs of the Middle Ages.  

The complaint of Africans is not only that they are poor and the whites are rich, but that the 
laws which are made by the whites are designed to preserve this situation. There are two ways 
to break out of poverty. The first is by formal education, and the second is by the worker 
acquiring a greater skill at his work and thus higher wages.  

The present government has always sought to hamper Africans in their search for education. 
One of their early acts, after coming into power, was to stop subsidies for African school 
feeding. Many African children who attended schools depended on this supplement to their 
diet. There is compulsory education for all white children at virtually no cost to their parents, be 
they rich or poor. Similar facilities are not provided for the African children. In 1960-61 the per 
capita government spending on African students at state-aided schools was estimated at 
R12.46. In the same years, the per capita spending on white children in the Cape Province 
(which are the only figures available to me) was R144.57.  

According to the Bantu Educational Journal, only 5,660 African children in the whole of South 
Africa passed their junior certificate in 1962, and in that year only 362 passed matric. This is 
presumably consistent with the policy of Bantu education about which the present Prime 
Minister said, during the debate on the Bantu Education Bill in 1953:  

"When I have control of native education I will reform it so that natives will be taught from 
childhood to realise that equality with Europeans is not for them ... People who believe in 
equality are not desirable teachers for natives. When my Department controls native education 
it will know for what class of higher education a native is fitted, and whether he will have a 
chance in life to use his knowledge."  

Africans who do obtain employment in the unskilled and semi-skilled occupations which are 
open to them are not allowed to form trade unions which have recognition under the industrial 
conciliation act. This means that strikes of African workers are illegal, and that they are denied 
the right of collective bargaining which is permitted to the better-paid white workers. The 
discrimination in the policy of successive South African governments towards African workers is 
demonstrated by the so-called 'civilised labour policy' under which sheltered, unskilled 
government jobs are found for those white workers who cannot make the grade in industry, at 
wages which far exceed the earnings of the average African employee in industry.  



The government often answers its critics by saying that Africans in South Africa are 
economically better off than the inhabitants of the other countries in Africa. I do not know 
whether this statement is true and doubt whether any comparison can be made without having 
regard to the cost-of-living index in such countries. But even if it is true, as far as the African 
people are concerned it is irrelevant. Our complaint is not that we are poor by comparison with 
people in other countries, but that we are poor by comparison with the white people in our 
own country, and that we are prevented by legislation from altering this imbalance.  

The lack of human dignity experienced by Africans is the direct result of the policy of white 
supremacy. White supremacy implies black inferiority. Legislation designed to preserve white 
supremacy entrenches this notion. Menial tasks in South Africa are invariably performed by 
Africans. When anything has to be carried or cleaned the white man will look around for an 
African to do it for him, whether the African is employed by him or not. Because of this sort of 
attitude, whites tend to regard Africans as a separate breed. They do not look upon them as 
people with families of their own; they do not realise that they have emotions - that they fall in 
love like white people do; that they want to be with their wives and children like white people 
want to be with theirs; that they want to earn enough money to support their families properly, 
to feed and clothe them and send them to school. And what 'house-boy' or 'garden-boy' or 
labourer can ever hope to do this?  

Pass laws, which to the Africans are among the most hated bits of legislation in South Africa, 
render any African liable to police surveillance at any time. I doubt whether there is a single 
African male in South Africa who has not at some stage had a brush with the police over his 
pass. Hundreds and thousands of Africans are thrown into jail each year under pass laws. Even 
worse than this is the fact that pass laws keep husband and wife apart and lead to the 
breakdown of family life.  

Poverty and the breakdown of family life have secondary effects. Children wander about the 
streets of the townships because they have no schools to go to, or no money to enable them to 
go to school, or no parents at home to see that they go to school, because both parents (if 
there be two) have to work to keep the family alive. This leads to a breakdown in moral 
standards, to an alarming rise in illegitimacy, and to growing violence which erupts not only 
politically, but everywhere. Life in the townships is dangerous. There is not a day that goes by 
without somebody being stabbed or assaulted. And violence is carried out of the townships in 
to the white living areas. People are afraid to walk alone in the streets after dark. 
Housebreakings and robberies are increasing, despite the fact that the death sentence can now 
be imposed for such offences. Death sentences cannot cure the festering sore.  



Africans want to be paid a living wage. Africans want to be allowed to live where they obtain 
work, and not be endorsed out of an area because they were not born there. Africans want to 
be allowed to own land in places where they work, and not to be obliged to live in rented 
houses which they can never call their own. Africans want to be part of the general population, 
and not confined to living in their own ghettoes. African men want to have their wives and 
children to live with them where they work, and not be forced into an unnatural existence in 
men's hostels. African women want to be with their menfolk and not be left permanently 
widowed in the Reserves.  

Africans want to be allowed out after eleven o'clock at night and not to be confined to their 
rooms like little children. Africans want to be allowed to travel in their own country and to seek 
work where they want to and not where the labour bureau tells them to. Africans want a just 
share in the whole of South Africa; they want security and a stake in society.  

Above all, we want equal political rights, because without them our disabilities will be 
permanent. I know this sounds revolutionary to the whites in this country, because the majority 
of voters will be Africans. This makes the white man fear democracy. But this fear cannot be 
allowed to stand in the way of the only solution which will guarantee racial harmony and 
freedom for all. It is not true that the enfranchisement of all will result in racial domination. 
Political division, based on colour, is entirely artificial and, when it disappears, so will the 
domination of one colour group by another.  

The struggle is a truly national one. It is a struggle of the African people, inspired by their own 
suffering and their own experience. It is a struggle for the right to live. During my lifetime I have 
dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people. I have fought against white domination, 
and I have fought against black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free 
society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal 
which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to 
die.  

 

 

 

 

 



Glory and Hope 
Nelson Mandela | 10 May 1994 

Your majesties, your royal highnesses, distinguished guests, comrades and friends: Today, all of 
us do, by our presence here, and by our celebrations in other parts of our country and the world, 
confer glory and hope to newborn liberty. 

Out of the experience of an extraordinary human disaster that lasted too long must be born a 
society of which all humanity will be proud. 

Our daily deeds as ordinary South Africans must produce an actual South African reality that 
will reinforce humanity's belief in justice, strengthen its confidence in the nobility of the human 
soul and sustain all our hopes for a glorious life for all. 

All this we owe both to ourselves and to the peoples of the world who are so well represented 
here today. 

To my compatriots, I have no hesitation in saying that each one of us is as intimately attached 
to the soil of this beautiful country as are the famous jacaranda trees of Pretoria and the 
mimosa trees of the bushveld. 

Each time one of us touches the soil of this land, we feel a sense of personal renewal. The 
national mood changes as the seasons change. 

We are moved by a sense of joy and exhilaration when the grass turns green and the flowers 
bloom. 

That spiritual and physical oneness we all share with this common homeland explains the depth 
of the pain we all carried in our hearts as we saw our country tear itself apart in terrible conflict, 
and as we saw it spurned, outlawed and isolated by the peoples of the world, precisely because 
it has become the universal base of the pernicious ideology and practice of racism and racial 
oppression. 

We, the people of South Africa, feel fulfilled that humanity has taken us back into its bosom, 
that we, who were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to be host 
to the nations of the world on our own soil. 

We thank all our distinguished international guests for having come to take possession with the 
people of our country of what is, after all, a common victory for justice, for peace, for human 
dignity. 

We trust that you will continue to stand by us as we tackle the challenges of building peace, 
prosperity, nonsexism, nonracialism and democracy. 



We deeply appreciate the role that the masses of our people and their democratic, religious, 
women, youth, business, traditional and other leaders have played to bring about this 
conclusion. Not least among them is my Second Deputy President, the Honorable F.W. de Klerk. 

We would also like to pay tribute to our security forces, in all their ranks, for the distinguished 
role they have played in securing our first democratic elections and the transition to democracy, 
from bloodthirsty forces which still refuse to see the light. 

The time for the healing of the wounds has come. 

The moment to bridge the chasms that divide us has come. 

The time to build is upon us. 

We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge ourselves to liberate all our 
people from the continuing bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other 
discrimination. 

We succeeded to take our last steps to freedom in conditions of relative peace. We commit 
ourselves to the construction of a complete, just and lasting peace. 

We have triumphed in the effort to implant hope in the breasts of the millions of our people. 
We enter into a covenant that we shall build the society in which all South Africans, both black 
and white, will be able to walk tall without any fear in their hearts, assured of their inalienable 
right to human dignity -- a rainbow nation at peace with itself and the world. 

As a token of its commitment to the renewal of our country, the new Interim Government of 
National Unity will, as a matter of urgency, address the issue of amnesty for various categories 
of our people who are currently serving terms of imprisonment. 

We dedicate this day to all the heroes and heroines in this country and the rest of the world 
who sacrificed in many ways and surrendered their lives so that we could be free. 

Their dreams have become reality. Freedom is their reward. 

We are both humbled and elevated by the honor and privilege that you, the people of South 
Africa, have bestowed on us, as the first President of a united, democratic, nonracial and 
nonsexist South Africa, to lead our country out of the valley of darkness. 

We understand it still that there is no easy road to freedom. 

We know it well that none of us acting alone can achieve success. 

We must therefore act together as a united people, for national reconciliation, for nation 
building, for the birth of a new world. 

Let there be justice for all. 

Let there be peace for all. 

Let there be work, bread, water and salt for all. 



Let each know that for each the body, the mind and the soul have been freed to fulfill 
themselves. 

Never, never and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the 
oppression of one by another and suffer the indignity of being the skunk of the world. 

The sun shall never set on so glorious a human achievement! 

Let freedom reign. God bless Africa! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sport Can Change the World 
Nelson Mandela | 25 May 2000 

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you 

I am happy to be with you tonight at the first Laureus World Sports Award. Sport has the power 
to change the world. [applause] It has the power to inspire, it has the power to unite people in 
a way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a language they understand. Sport can create 
hope, where once there was only despair. It is more powerful than governments in breaking 
down racial barriers. It laughs in the face of all types of discrimination. 

The heroes standing with me are examples of this power. They are valiant not only in the 
playing field, but also in the community, both local and international. They are champions and 
they deserve the world’s recognition. 

[Applause] 

Together they represent an active, vigorous Hall of Fame. A Hall of Fame that goes out into the 
world, spreading help, inspiration and hope. 

Their legacy will be an international community where the rules of the game are the same for 
everyone, and behaviour is guided by fair play and good sportsmanship. I ask you now to rise 
and join me in commending the original inductees into the World Sports Academy Hall of Fame. 

[Applause] 

It is now my great pleasure to present a very special Laureus award - the Laureus Lifetime 
Achievement Award - given to a world athlete who exemplifies the highest virtue of sport, 
honour, courage, joy and perseverance. Our first honouree is a man who is both an athlete for 
the ages and a beacon of hope for the millions. 

He began life in poverty and rose to the highest level of fame. To watch him play was to watch 
the delight of a child combined with the extraordinary grace of a man in full. 

Ladies and gentlemen 

It is my honour to present the inaugural Laureus Lifetime Achievement Award to Edson Arantes 
do Nascimento or as he is known to world - Pele. 

[Applause] 



Pele is in Rome tonight to join with other world soccer stars in an international football match 
for peace. 

[PELE] 

Thank you very much Mr Mandela. It is a big honour to me to receive this award. And I want to 
thank also to World Sports Academy for this. Everybody knows I am in Roma. We are here for 
the peace in the world. Beautiful event, beautiful game. One more time - thank you Mr 
Mandela , thank you every body for that. 

[PELE ends] 

[Applause] 

Congratulations to the great Pele. You are an enduring model for all athletes. In fact, for all of 
us, to admire and emulate. Thank you and good evening. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Don’t Call Me, I’ll Call You 
Nelson Mandela | 01 June 2004 

Ladies and gentlemen 

Friends and colleagues and especially my good friends from the media.  

Thank you very much to all of you for taking time out of your very busy schedules to come and 
listen to me this morning. 

I have always said that many people come to such gatherings where we are present merely out 
of curiosity to see what an old man looks like. Having observed the media speculation in recent 
weeks about my retirement and pending demise, I am even more certain you are present today 
for exactly that reason. But that does not in any way lessen my appreciation for your presence; 
on the contrary, we are very happy that old age can still inspire such undeserved attention. 

I observe quite a number of gloomy faces in the audience, like my friend here Nthato, but I will 
again have to disappoint you. I am not here to announce any fair departures. And in any case, 
my family and advisors have warned me not to tell my favourite story about arriving at 
heaven's door, knocking, providing my name and being sent to the other place. Apparently that 
story makes too many people morose! 

What I have come to do here this morning is to make an appeal more than an announcement. 

I am turning 86 in a few weeks time and that is a longer life than most people are granted. I 
have the added blessing of being in very good health, at least according to my doctors. I am 
confident that nobody present here today will accuse me of selfishness if I ask to spend time, 
while I am still in good health, with my family, my friends and also with myself. 

One of the things that made me long to be back in prison was that I had so little opportunity for 
reading, thinking and quiet reflection after my release. I intend, amongst other things, to give 
myself much more opportunity for such reading and reflection. And of course, there are those 
memoirs about the presidential years that now really need my urgent attention. 

When I told one of my advisors a few months ago that I wanted to retire he growled at me: 
"you are retired." If that is really the case then I should say I now announce that I am retiring 
from retirement. 

I do not intend to hide away totally from the public, but hence forth I want to be in the position 
of calling you to ask whether I would be welcome, rather than being called upon to do things 
and participate in events. The appeal therefore is: don’t call me, I’ll call you. 



That is also for our generous business community not to feel too disappointed: I shall not totally 
forget you. When I notice a worthy cause that needs your support, I shall certainly call you. 

Seriously therefore: my diary and my public activities will, as from today, be severely and 
significantly reduced. We trust that people will understand our considerations and will grant us 
the opportunity for a much quieter life. And I thank all of you in anticipation for your 
consideration. 

This does, however, not mean that the work that we have been involved in, supported and 
promoted comes to an end. It has been our practice to establish organizations to do certain 
work and then to leave it to those organization to get on with the job. 

The leadership of what we call, the three Mandela legacy organizations are present here today 
as proof and assurance that our work will continue, perhaps in an even more focused way now 
that the attention shifts from the individual to the organizations. 

We are now able to concentrate very clearly on the work of these three independent but 
interlinked legacy organizations. I am very satisfied to tell you that they are in full alignment 
with one another, each charged to giving expression to a specific aspect of human 
development. The work of the three foundations is distinct but complimentary and supportive 
of one another. 

John Samuel, Bongi Mkhabela and Shaun Johnson - the CEO’s of the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation, The Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund and the Mandela Rhodes Foundation 
respectively - will provide information about the work and sphere of activity of each 
organization. 

I hope that you all will be as excited as I am about what will be achieved by these three highly 
functional and well organized bodies working in our name. I hope you will also get a clear 
picture of how much care and thought have gone into aligning these structures and preparing 
them for playing a major role in South Africa and Africa for many years to come. 

Thank you very much for your attention and thank you for being kind to an old man - allowing 
him to take a rest, even if many of you may feel that after loafing somewhere on an island and 
other places for 27 years the rest is not really deserved. 

I thank you. 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 
 
Study questions for Glory and Hope: 
 

1. Who is Mandela addressing in lines 1-6?  What is his message? Cite evidence from the text. 

 

 

 

 

2. According to Mandela, what will “reinforce humanity’s belief in justice, strengthen its 

confidence in the nobility of the human soul, and sustain all our hopes for a glorious life for 

all”?  

 

 

 

 

3. Who does Mandela address in line 19?  What is his purpose in using references to nature as 

part of his speech? Cite evidence from the text. 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the “depth of the pain” to which Mandela refers? Cite evidence from the text. 

 

 

 

5. Mandela states, “We, the people of South Africa, feel fulfilled that humanity has taken us 

back into its bosom.” Who is “humanity”? Explain why South Africa is being taken back.   

 

 

 



6. Explain the challenges that continue to face South Africa.  

 

 

 

 

7. What can be inferred from Mandela’s reference to “bloodthirsty forces which still refuse to 

see the light?” Cite evidence to support your inference. 

 

 

 

 

8. Nelson Mandela uses the rhetorical device of parallelism.  Cite examples from the text and 

explain their purpose in his speech.   

 

 

 

 

9. What is the purpose of Mandela’s speech?  What feeling is he trying to convey?  What kind 

of words does he use to achieve his purpose?  Support your response with examples from the 

text. 

 

 

 

 

10. At the end of the speech, why does Mandela dedicate this day “to heroes and heroines?” Give 

specific examples to support this dedication.  

 

 

 



 
Appendix 2 

An analysis of Glory and Hope: 

Nelson Mandela’s speech is meant to heal the country and unify its people. The physical and 

emotional wounds caused by “racism and racial oppression” have torn South Africa apart and 

created the “deep chasms” that keep the African people separated from each other. Because 

of the internal racist policies of the South African government the nation was ignored by the 

rest of the world, therefore deepening its wounds not only between and among its people, but 

from the external global community as the nation was “spurned, outlawed, and isolated from 

the peoples of the world”. In Mandela’s speech he calls for an end to all racist policies and 

then he shares his vision of healing for South Africa. This healing would be both internal and 

external. Internal healing would occur as “people pledged to liberate all our people from the 

continuing bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender, and other discriminations”. 

Mandela believed that once South Africa’s policies of discrimination are ended and the 

people begin to work together united against oppression, then the nations of the world would 

begin to accept South Africa once again. Mandela believed the ending of the racist policies 

would show the global community that it was time to take “us back into its bosom”.  It is this 

internal end to oppression and external acceptance by the global community that Mandela 

believes will lead to “a just and lasting peace”.  

 

Mandela uses this speech to rally the South African people to begin the healing process. He 

uses emotional appeals to help make his point. Mandela wishes to build a nation that is 

committed to peace and justice for all its inhabitants: “We enter into a covenant that we 

shall build the society in which all South Africans, both black and white, will be able to walk 

tall, without any fear in their hearts, assured of their inalienable right to human dignity-a 

rainbow nation at peace with itself and the world”. He feels that as the South African 

people lead the way in ending oppression that other nations of the world will then 

recognize South Africa and champion its cause. 

 



It is through the “we” that Mandela believes his ultimate goal of a “just and lasting peace” 

will be achieved.  He uses repetitively the first person “we” to appeal to a common purpose 

of reuniting the country and all of the many ethnicities that live in South Africa.  Mandela 

uses parallelism to establish similar goals, “Let there be justice for all. Let there be peace for 

all”. Mandela’s use of parallelism also emphasizes the unending work that needs to be done 

to ensure a democratic state for all of South Africa: “Let there be work, bread, water and salt 

for all”. Mandela shares in his dream for South Africa. He envisions a South Africa that will 

regain its dignity and place in a global democracy and that it will be a nation that fosters 

prosperity and equity for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


