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Choose either question 1 or question 2.

1. Analyse, compare and contrast the following two texts.  Include comments on the similarities and 
GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WH[WV�DQG�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�FRQWH[W��DXGLHQFH��SXUSRVH�DQG�IRUPDO�DQG�
stylistic features.

Text A
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THE MONKEY’S FIDDLE

HUNGER and want forced Monkey one day to forsake his land and to seek elsewhere 
among strangers for much-needed work.  Bulbs, earth beans, scorpions, insects, and such 
things were completely exhausted in his own land.  But fortunately he received, for the time 
being, shelter with a great uncle of his, Orang Outang, who lived in another part of the country.

When he had worked for quite a while he wanted to return home, and as recompense his 
JUHDW�XQFOH�JDYH�KLP�D�¿GGOH�DQG�D�ERZ�DQG�DUURZ�DQG�WROG�KLP�WKDW�ZLWK�WKH�ERZ�DQG�DUURZ�KH�
FRXOG�KLW�DQG�NLOO�DQ\WKLQJ�KH�GHVLUHG��DQG�ZLWK�WKH�¿GGOH�KH�FRXOG�IRUFH�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GDQFH�

7KH�¿UVW�KH�PHW�XSRQ�KLV�UHWXUQ�WR�KLV�RZQ�ODQG�ZDV�:ROI���7KLV�ROG�IHOORZ�WROG�KLP�DOO�WKH�
news and also that he had since early morning been attempting to stalk a deer, but all in vain.

Then Monkey laid before him all the wonders of the bow and arrow that he carried on his 
back and assured him if he could but see the deer he would bring it down for him.  When Wolf 
showed him the deer, Monkey was ready and down fell the deer.

They made a good meal together, but instead of Wolf being thankful, jealousy 
overmastered him and he begged for the bow and arrow.  When Monkey refused to give it to 
him, he thereupon began to threaten him with his greater strength, and so when Jackal passed 
by, Wolf told him that Monkey had stolen his bow and arrow.  After Jackal had heard both of 
WKHP��KH�GHFODUHG�KLPVHOI�XQTXDOL¿HG�WR�VHWWOH�WKH�FDVH�DORQH��DQG�KH�SURSRVHG�WKDW�WKH\�EULQJ�
the matter to the court of Lion, Tiger, and the other animals.  In the meantime he declared he 
would take possession of what had been the cause of their quarrel, so that it would be safe,  
as he said.  But he immediately brought to earth all that was eatable, so there was a long time 
of slaughter before Monkey and Wolf agreed to have the affair in court.

Monkey’s evidence was weak, and to make it worse, Jackal’s testimony was against him.  
Jackal thought that in this way it would be easier to obtain the bow and arrow from Wolf for 
himself.

And so fell the sentence against Monkey.  Theft was looked upon as a great wrong;  
he must hang.

7KH�¿GGOH�ZDV�VWLOO�DW�KLV�VLGH��DQG�KH�UHFHLYHG�DV�D�ODVW�IDYRU�IURP�WKH�FRXUW�WKH�ULJKW�WR�
play a tune on it.

He was a master player of his time, and in addition to this came the wonderful power of 
KLV�FKDUPHG�¿GGOH���7KXV��ZKHQ�KH�VWUXFN�WKH�¿UVW�QRWH�RI�³&RFNFURZ´�XSRQ�LW��WKH�FRXUW�EHJDQ�
DW�RQFH�WR�VKRZ�DQ�XQXVXDO�DQG�VSRQWDQHRXV�OLYHOLQHVV��DQG�EHIRUH�KH�FDPH�WR�WKH�¿UVW�ZDOW]LQJ�
turn of the old tune the whole court was dancing like a whirlwind.
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- In what ways might this story particularly appeal to younger listeners?
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2YHU�DQG�RYHU��TXLFNHU�DQG�TXLFNHU��VRXQGHG�WKH�WXQH�RI�³&RFNFURZ´�RQ�WKH�FKDUPHG�
¿GGOH��XQWLO�VRPH�RI�WKH�GDQFHUV��H[KDXVWHG��IHOO�GRZQ��DOWKRXJK�VWLOO�NHHSLQJ�WKHLU�IHHW�LQ�PRWLRQ���
But Monkey, musician as he was, heard and saw nothing of what had happened around him.  
With his head placed lovingly against the instrument, and his eyes half closed, he played on, 
keeping time ever with his foot.

:ROI�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WR�FU\�RXW�LQ�SOHDGLQJ�WRQHV�EUHDWKOHVVO\��³3OHDVH�VWRS��&RXVLQ�0RQNH\���
)RU�ORYH¶V�VDNH��SOHDVH�VWRS�´

%XW�0RQNH\�GLG�QRW�HYHQ�KHDU�KLP���2YHU�DQG�RYHU�VRXQGHG�WKH�UHVLVWOHVV�ZDOW]�RI�
³&RFNFURZ´�

After a while Lion showed signs of fatigue, and when he had gone the round once more 
ZLWK�KLV�\RXQJ�OLRQ�ZLIH��KH�JURZOHG�DV�KH�SDVVHG�0RQNH\��³0\�ZKROH�NLQJGRP�LV�\RXUV��DSH��LI�
\RX�MXVW�VWRS�SOD\LQJ´�

³,�GR�QRW�ZDQW�LW�´�DQVZHUHG�0RQNH\��³EXW�ZLWKGUDZ�WKH�VHQWHQFH�DQG�JLYH�PH�P\�ERZ�DQG�
DUURZ��DQG�\RX��:ROI��DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�\RX�VWROH�LW�IURP�PH�´

³,�DFNQRZOHGJH��,�DFNQRZOHGJH�´�FULHG�:ROI��ZKLOH�/LRQ�FULHG��DW�WKH�VDPH�LQVWDQW��WKDW�KH�
withdrew the sentence.

0RQNH\�JDYH�WKHP�MXVW�D�IHZ�PRUH�WXUQV�RI�WKH�³&RFNFURZ�´�JDWKHUHG�XS�KLV�ERZ�DQG�
arrow, and seated himself high up in the nearest camel thorn tree.

The court and other animals were so afraid that he might begin again that they hastily 
disbanded to new parts of the world.

James A Honeÿ, South-African Folk-Tales (1910)
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