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purpose and formal and stylistic features.
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“Sit down over here.  It won’t take but 20 minutes for us to custom-
design your fetus.”
“You want to custom-design our child, doctor?”
“In the summer of 2012, University of Washington researchers 
made a massive biotechnology breakthrough!  Few people talked 
ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɵ�ŵĞ͘͟
“What breakthrough, doctor?”
“It involved using a 
blood sample from a 
pregnant woman and a 
saliva specimen from the 
father to map the DNA of 
their fetus.  It took some 
Ɵ�ŵĞ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞ�
ƚŽ� ďĞĐŽŵĞ� ƉƌĂĐƟ�ĐĂů� ĂŶĚ�
Ăī�ŽƌĚĂďůĞ͕� ďƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�
to know a child’s complete 
DNA blueprint eventually 
gave parents a lot 
of choices.”
“Choices, doctor?”
“The press reported that the procedure could allow parents to ‘someday prenatally change 
ŐĞŶĞƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ĂƐ�ĐĂƵƐŝŶŐ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ�Žƌ͕ �ŵŽƌĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚůŝŶŐ͕�ƉŝĐŬ�Ă�ĐŚŝůĚ Ɛ͛�ĂƩ�ƌŝďƵƚĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ĞǇĞ�ĐŽůŽƌ�Žƌ�
even intelligence.’”
“We can now pick our child’s intelligence?”
“Why not?  We help parents determine the height, weight, eye color and IQ of their children, and 
that’s just for starters.”
“Why would parents want to decide all of these things?”
͞EŽ�Žī�ĞŶƐĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁŝĨĞ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ďŝƚ�ĐŚƵďďǇ͘��&Žƌ�Ă�ƉƌŝĐĞ͕�/�ĐĂŶ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂƚ�ŐĞŶĞ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŬŝĚ Ɛ͛�ŐĞŶĞƟ�Đ�ŵŝǆ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�Žƌ�ƐŚĞ�ǁŝůů�ŐƌŽǁ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂƐ�ƐŬŝŶŶǇ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĂŝů͘͟
“But being chubby isn’t the end of the world.  Winston Churchill3 was chubby.  Orson Welles4 was.  
Our parents were.  These people did well in life.” 
“If you say so.  But we’ll have to do something about your noses.  You and your wife have some 
big honkers.  We have a range of celebrity noses you can choose from in our catalog.  It will save you 
a fortune!”
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“How will custom-designing our child’s nose save money?”
͞tĞ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�Įǆ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽƐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞ�ƐƚĂŐĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ƉůĂƐƟĐ�ƐƵƌŐĞŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ďĂďǇ�ŝƐ�ŐƌŽǁŶ͘��KĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĂǀŽŝĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁŝĨĞ Ɛ͛�ŽďǀŝŽƵƐ�ŝŵƉĞƌĨĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ďǇ�ƐŚŽƉƉŝŶŐ�
ĨŽƌ�Ă�ďĞƩĞƌ�ĞŵďƌǇŽ͘͟
“Use someone else’s genes to make our baby?”
“It’s all the rage!  We have a catalog of good-looking Ivy League5 students who donate their 
ĞŐŐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŐĞŶĞƟĐ�ƐƉĞĐŝŵĞŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽŶĞǇ͘��tĞ�ŵŝǆ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƚĐŚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ĞŵďƌǇŽƐ͕� 
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĞ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŝŵƉůĂŶƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĂŶǇ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ�ǁŚŽ�ĐĂŶ�ĂīŽƌĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĞĞ͘͟
͞�ŽŶ͛ƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĨĞĞů�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ƚƌŝŇŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ĚŽĐƚŽƌ͍͟
͞tĞ͛ƌĞ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ƉŝĐŬŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ůĞŌ�Žī͘��tĞ͛ƌĞ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ƌĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂďǇͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘͟
͞WĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ŝŶ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƟŶŐ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ŚĞ�Žƌ�ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�ďŽƌŶ͕� 
but this is all so new.  We really want to think it through.”
“Look, when people try to have kids the old way, all kinds of things can go wrong.  Some couples 
might have a child that has Down syndrome6.  We prevent such errors from occurring in the lab.”
“But, doctor, any parent of a Down syndrome child will tell you that such children are cheerful,  
loving and blessings from God.”
͞tŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ͘ ��tĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĞůŝŵŝŶĂƚĞ�Ăůů�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŵƉĞƌĨĞĐƟŽŶƐ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ďůŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĂĨŶĞƐƐ͘͟
“But Helen Keller7 was blind and deaf and she did remarkable things.  Look, doctor, advances in 
science are a good thing, but my wife and I really want to think this through.  Do we really want 
ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶŝƉƵůĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƟĐ�ŵĂŬĞƵƉ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͍͟
͞,ĞǇ͕ �ŵŽƐƚ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ǁĂŶƚ� ŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶƚ� ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ĂƐ� ĂƩƌĂĐƟǀĞ�ĂƐ� Ă� ƐƵƉĞƌŵŽĚĞů͘� �tŚĂƚ� ŝƐ�
wrong with that?”
͞�Ƶƚ�ŝĨ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ŝƐ�ĂƐ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐƵƉĞƌŵŽĚĞů͕�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞĂƵƚǇ�ůŽƐĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ͕�ĚŽĐƚŽƌ͍�� 
If parents can custom-create the life of their child, won’t life itself lose some of its meaning?”
“Meaning? What’s all this silly talk about meaning?”

Daryl Cagle’s The Cagle Post: Cartoons and Commentary, www.cagle.com, August 21 2012

1 Tom Purcell: freelance writer and humour columnist for the 3LWWVEXUJK�7ULEXQH�5HYLHZ��syndicated by  
Cagle Cartoons, authored the article “Genetically Engineered Children”

2 Taylor Jones: freelance cartoonist syndicated by Cagle Cartoons, artist of the “Evolution” cartoon
3 Winston Churchill (1874–1965): British prime minister, statesman and orator
4 2UVRQ�:HOOHV������±�������$PHULFDQ�DFWRU��¿OP�GLUHFWRU�DQG�SURGXFHU
5 Ivy League: eight private and well respected universities in the US
6 Down syndrome: genetic condition causing birth defects
7 Helen Keller (1880–1968): deafblind person who became a leading 20th century activist and humanitarian

 – ([SORUH�WKH�FRQÀLFW�RI�YDOXHV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKLV�H[WUDFW�

 – In what ways do this article and the illustration convey a serious point in an amusing manner?
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